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SC chief bewails silence 


Actors Pioio, Sam file P12-M 
libel suit vs Lolit Solis for 
reporting they are gay 


BUSINESS / B1 


Balance-of-payments 
surplus in Jan.-Oct. hits 
all-time high $7.85B 


NEWS / A2 


Raul Gonzalez returns 
as DOJ secretary after 
kidney transplant 


WORLD / A21 


2 Koreas reach 
reconciliation deal with 
cross-border trains 


Web killing men’s mags; 


on killing of journalists 
By Leila B, Salaverria 


women’s mags thriving 
BARCELONA—LEAD- 
ing European publish- 
ers are coming to 
‘terms with what 
teenage boys and 
men have known for 
years—the Web beats 
magazines in grab- 
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‘Solved but not closed’ 


Salapuddin admits knowing suspects but denies hand in blast 


By Alcuin Papa 

and Norman Bordadora MEE 
THE NATIONAL POLICE a 
yesterday declared the 
Batasan bombing case 
“solved but not closed” 
with the killing of three 
alleged Abu Sayyaf 
members but said they 
had yet to pinpoint who 
the mastermind was. 


At the same time, former 
Deputy Speaker for Mindanao 
Rep. Gerry Salapuddin admit- 
ted knowing two of the three 
supposed Abu Sayyaf members 
gunned down by the police in a 
raid in Payatas, Quezon City, 
the other day but Salapuddin 
denied involvement in the tary tribunal. 
Batasan attack in which his f A number of the accused offi- 
staunch political rival, Basilan cers, among them Marine 
Rep. Wahab Akbar, was killed. Colonels Ariel Querubin and 
Salapuddin said he was anx- Achilles Segumalian, stood up 
ious to prove his innocence be- and called the lead military 
cause he was sure relatives of ` ` prosecutor, Lt. Col. Feliciano 
Akbar would link the slain con- Bao, : Loy, a “liar” 
gressman’s political opponents x 3 The highest-ranked among 
to the bombing. them, former Marine comman- 
“I strongly deny any involve- dant Maj. Gen. Renato Miran- 
nent in the Batasan bomb ex- da, and Marine Lt. Col. Orlando 
plosion,” Salapuddin told the de Leon, staged a brief walkout. 
INQUIRER. Loy and defense lawyer Vi- 
The chief of the National cente Verdadero engaged in a 
Capital Region Police Office shouting match. 
(NCRPO), Director Geary The bone of contention was 
Barias said the Batasan case whether or not Army Scout 
was “solved but not closed.” Ranger Lt. Homer Estolas had 
“We now have a better under- already exercised his right to 
standing of what happened peremptory challenge, the priv- 
there and the possible motive of ilege granted to an accused in a 
the attack. But we don’t know court-martial to reject any 
yet what is the participation of member of the court without 
the personalities mentioned,” having to cite any grounds at 
Barias sai any time before arraignment, 
Philippine National Police Defense lawyer Gilbert Gul- 
(PNP) Director General Avelino las said that even before Esto- 
Razon said in a press confer- las could avail of the privilege, 
ence Salapuddin was still not the members of the court-mar- 
considered a suspect. tial panel took their oath 
Razon noted Salapuddin’s which formally convened the 
admission that he knew most of WALKOUT A4 


the alleged Abu Sayyaf mem- 
a oe Davao farmer 
walks home 
to freedom 
on amparo 


ByT] Burgonio 


Sl aore 
SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE REYNA- vaig: 
to Puno has bewalled the silence that sur- 
rounds the kiling of journalists and the 


slow resolution of the cases. [e 
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Since 2003, Puno said 33 Filipino jour- 
nalists have been killed in the line of duty, 
SCCHIEF/ ALO 
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Walkout 
mars court 
martial 
hearings 


By Nikko Dizon 


‘TEMPERS FLARED YET AGAIN 
at the court-martial hearing 
yesterday of 28 military officers 
accused of leading the failed 
power grab of February 2006, 
with one defense lawyer railing 
at what she said was the “highly 
questionable acts” of the mili- 


THE HEARTBREAK IS CLEAR (top photo): The Saguisag children Benedict (extreme lefi), Rebo (leaning 
forward), Mick embraced by sister Lara and Caissa leans on Rebo’s fiancee, Jackie, at the St. Scholastica’s 
College chapel in Manila (above, left) where Dulce Saguisag lay in state for seven days. A bagpiper (at right) 
Jeads the funeral march at the Manila Memorial Park in Parañaque City. 


‘Papa, Mama inseparable’ 
but not for one fing 


By Allison W. Lopez 
and Tarra Quismundo 


SOLVED) AS 


No. 8 car 
frequent 
visitor on 
Anahaw St. 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


DULCE QUINTANS SAGUISAG'S ELDEST CHILD 
made the family’s heartbreak clear: That while his 
parents were “inseparable for more than 40 years,” 
they could not be together for “one final glimpse.” 

A bagpiper played a mournful “Amazing Grace” 
as Dulce, 64, was buried at around 12:50 p.m. yes- 
terday in a granite tomb atop that of her mother, Paz 
Quintans, at the Garden of Reverence, among the 
oldest burial grounds in the 106-hectare Manila 
Memorial Park in Parafiaque City. 

Her children Rebo, Lara, Benedict, Mick and Cais- 
sa and her siblings Pat Bernad, Alma Kern and Gina 
Stacher, along with other kin and close friends, ex- local court ruled favorably on 
changed embraces between sobs as they said their ©" | his petition for the writ of am- 
final goodbye. t i paro. 

Speaking for his family at the funeral service at ‘i % Luicito Bustamante was or- 

cones dered released from military 

custody by the regional trial 

court in Davao City last 

Wednesday afternoon after 

hearing his petition, the human 

rights group Karapatan said 
yesterday. 


A YOUNG FARMER, WHO WAS 
held and tortured by the mili- 
tary on suspicion he was a com- 
munist rebel, walked home a 
free man on Wednesday after a 


ONE THING THAT STRUCK 
neighbors of the occupants of a 
2-story house in Barangay Pay- 
atas in Quezon City was the fre- 
quent appearance in the area of 
a vehicle bearing plate No. 8. 
That plate number is re- 
served for members of the 
House of Representatives. 
Another thing they found 


‘THE ULTIMATE LOVE TEAM 


Rene asked docs to let him attend burial 


strange was one of the occu- 
pants often bought e-load using 
different SIM numbers. 

‘The three occupants of the 
house on Block 4 Lot 23, Anahaw 
St, Violago Homes Subdivision, 
Payatas-B were killed the other 
day in an apparent shootout with 
the police, who claimed they 
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ByDj Yap 


ON THE MORNING HIS WIFE WAS TOBE 
laid to rest, Rene Saguisag asked his doc- 
tors to be allowed to go to her funeral. 
“He motioned, ‘Can I go?” Dr. Eric 
Nubla, chief of the Makati Medical Cen- 
ter’s patient relations office, said yes- 
terday, But the man was lying on a hos- 


pital bed with tubes attached to his 
body, making it impossible for him to 
meet the conditions for his doctors’ per- 
mission. 

“He wanted to attend but we told him 
and the family that there's a minimum 
requirement that can’t be achieved 
right now,” said Dr. Victor Alvarez, who 
leads the team of specialists attending 


to the former senator. 

Alvarez said the conditions were 
that the 68-year-old patient had to be 
free of all tubes, could sit up comfort- 
ably, was pain-free, and was conscious 
and lucid. 

Of these conditions, the neurosurgeon 
said, Saguisag met only the last. 

RENE ASKED/ A8 


Bustamante, 22, became the 
second man in a week to get 
such a relief from the courts. In 
the petition, his mother prayed 
for his immediate release from 
military custody. 

Executive Judge Isaac Robillo 
ruled that nobody should cur- 
tail Bustamante’s liberty, and 
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Raul 


RP, Japan eye side deal Hu 


is back 


Accord to correct flaws in Jpepa, says Miriam TATAR 

By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. on whether the language is Philippine Senate and at the ina disadvantage. The negotia. AiR A KDNEY TRANSMLANT 

diplomatic enough that it will same time, a ground for dispute tors made reservations to the fa] jeave, Justice S, Her 

THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT IS CURRENTLY be considered acceptable by with Japan in an international “National Treatment” clause, Gone ee ened te 
h A s 7 Japan.” court.” the “Most Favored Nation” cpiped sera 

crafting a side agreement with Japan that will ad- ““"ir'japan does not consent, Santiago said most senators clause, and the “Prohibition Pom S818 he is teady ro work and 


dress all concerns on the ratification of the Japan nothing will come out of these believe they “must save the Against Performance Require. “"@oiccwnhscttics. Went 


Hippi . P efforts. We cannot just run the treaty because there are good ments.” 
Philippine Economic Partnership Agreement fiskofcampaigningjustforcon- provisions there” but only if Under the “National Treat- {ite ,oPeration in September 


(Jpepa) in a last-ditch bid to save the treaty from currence by the Senate plenary safety nets would be put in ment” clause, the state must ac- A ote yae 
being rejected at the Senate. only to bave it rejected ae un- place. cord to the nationals of the oth- orandum announcing his return 
constitutional by the Supreme She noted that the main con- er state the same treatment but pack and scheduled a staff 
Sen. Miriam Defensor Santia- tricky. Itdepends onthe waythe Court. It is my prediction as a cem of senators was that Japan you are allowed to make reser- Meeting on Monda 
go said a side agreement was language (of the treaty) will be humble scholar of constitution- appeared to have set more vations. There are reservations "He ate directed sersonnel de- 
Necessary to correct the provi- couched. Remember that no al law that it will be declared reservations in the treaty than that are much longer than tasted to the Office of the Justice 
sions that give the Japanese state, particularly Japan, wants unconstitutional by the thePhilippineswhichhad fewer ours,” said Santiago. B E O OAA 
parity rights over investment to lose face, so we cannot say Supreme Court,” said Santiago, reservations than Thailand and Santiago proposed that the ese sivised that I have re-as- 
areas reserved only for Filipinos that this treaty is unconstitu- who based her views on former Malaysia's treaty with Japan. Philippines make a provision in sumed by office as Secretary of 
under the Constitution. tional under Philippine law," Supreme Court Associate Jus- “When they (Japan) were ne- the side agreement that would al- Justice efective November 16, 
“He (Sen. Mar Roxas) and I said Santiago in an interview tice Florentino Feliciano’s opin- gotiating the treaty, the low the Philippines to make fur- 997 he said in his memoran. 
have already agreed in princi- with reporters. ion that the treaty was uncon- Japanese government's panel ther reservations within a year af- Gum,” 
ple that we have to find a way As chair of the Senate com-stitutional. were very alert. Theymade very tersigningthetrade pacttoensure °" Gonzalez said he feels fine 
so that the treaty will not be de- mittee on foreign relations, Santiago was hoping to ac- comprehensive reservations. constitutionality of the treaty. although his legs were not 5 
Clared unconstitutional by the Santiago has taken the initi- commodate the constitutional Unfortunately for us, the reser- The last Jpepa hearing willbe Strong as before, He said that 
Supreme Court but will also be tive “to draft the diplomaticlan- dimension in the treaty because vations we made are too few. held next Friday, Nov. 23, with his reke woii) still be moni- 
recipient of the approval and guage and consult with DFA it“will be an embarrassment: for What happens now under the Roxas taking over the joint com- 


consent of Japan. Itis very, very and the Japanese ambassador both the President and the treaty is that the Philippines is mittee report. E e N T 


who are doctors. 
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a itor his blood sugar, he added. 
RUCKSTGIEQUIPMENTE Meee : See 
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mome PAROS Lk Idabel r rer nel at calls brothers for more than ready to acide the 


work and face even his critics. 


OVER 2,500 TEMS TO BE SOLN) PAo NOVEMBER 18, 19 & 20 to rescind Mariannet’s “I said I shall return, and I 


have returned. I'm ready to re- 


sume my duties for my country’ 


his pardon sas and for my President” he sid 


in a phone interview. 
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Erap scoffs at calis to rescind his pardon 


By Kristine L. Alave graft court last September and violation of the pardon, then they writs and processes issued by bling bribes that he pocketed, a saying “it wasn't forme, so what 
and T} Burgonio sentenced to life imprisonment. can take it back. But as far as Tm the court...except for the bank P189 million commission that he do I care if they get it.” 
“If they do that, I can't do concemed, this is not conditional accounts [Estrada] owned be- collected for ordering the state He admitted the amount 

CONVICTED PLUNDERER EX- anything aboutit,” headded. pardon,” Estrada said in a phone fore his tenure as President.” pension funds to buy Belle Corp. came from jueteng but claimed 
President Joseph Estrada yes- Special Prosecutor Dennis Vil- interview. Two weeks ago, the Sandigan- shares, and the so-called Boracay that it was given by former Io- 
terday scoffed at those calling la-Ignacio has urged the govern- «oy bayan issued writs of execution of mansion in Quezon City. cos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” 
for the revocation of the pardon ment to rescind the pardon Still in force its Sept. 12 judgment, directing Sandiganbayan Sheriff Edgar- Singson to the Erap Muslim 
granted to him by President granted to Estrada for failing to Actually, the pardon granted the court sheriff to recover the il- do Urieta has so far managed to. Youth Foundation. 
Macapagal-Arroyo or even at surrender the assets ordered for- by the President did not affect gotten wealth of Estradaand seize recover only a third ofthe assets, “I never benefited from it. 
the possibility of such an event feited by the Sandiganbayan. the forfeiture aspect ofthe Sept. other properties not covered by P215 million in deposits thatthe The beneficiaries are our Mus- 
occurring, claiming that the ex- By questioning the forfeiture, 12 Sandiganbayan judgment the writs if Estrada cannot pay all Banco de Oro-EPCI surrendered lim youth,” he said in an inter- 
‘ecutive clemencyhegotwasab- Estrada was violating the terms convicting Estrada of plunder or partofhis obligations. Jast Thursday. view over dzMM. 
solute and unconditional. and conditions of his pardon, and ordering the forfeiture of Estrada, however fileda mo- The amount represents the But he said the court did not 

But if the President should Villa-Ignacio said. about P700 million worth of tion last week to quash the principal plus interest of the have the right to seize his “hard- 
decide to rescind the pardon, Some civil society groupsjoined bank deposits and property. writs, arguing that they went P200 million deposited in the earned” personal property that 
Estrada said he would accede to Villa-Ignacio's call which Estrada Ms Arroyo's executive beyond the dispositive portion name of the Erap Muslim Youth acquired before he became Pres- 
the decision and chalk it up toa dismissed as publicity-seeking. clemency order, read on nation- of he Sandiganbayan decision. Foundation which the court said ident, which he said he would 
“flawed justice system.” Estrada insisted that what al television by Press Secretary A hearing on the motion sched- formed part of the P545.29 mil- not relinquish without a fight. 

“It’s up to them. They're the was granted to him was an un- Ignacio Bunye last Oct. 25, said uled for yesterday was resched- lion that Estrada had amassed in He claimed to come from an 
ones in power. They can doany- conditional clemency. the forfeiture of Estrada’s prop- uled for Monday. illegal gambling bribes, “upper-middle-class” family 
thing they want,” said Estrada “It was not a conditional par- erty and money imposed by the In its Sept. 12 judgment, the Estrada yesterday posed no whose ancestors were so rich 
who was found guilty of plun- don. They restored my civil rights, Sandiganbayan would “remain Sandiganbayan ordered the forfei- objection to the Sandiganbayan his family was able to live in 
der by the Sandiganbayan anti- my political rights. If there wasa in force and in full, including all ture of P545 million illegal gam- confiscating the P215 million, various “mansions.” 


Vettes 
Keanu A 


fa 


k 


ip 
7 
È 


With SMART, it’s internet-all-you-want 


for only P10 per 30 minutes! 


ee ea 
uoy ct syco NERA YH NDA INST BO ao ig = deee 
Connect your phone os 6 mes Diag al you wont for a Hat rate of P10 per 30 mi 


= 
Non yeu Sa pik KOBNE CHARGING 


Nokia N92 Nokia N77 
pare + Mobile TV-copoble 
Lae 1 ea cd ch, nota bx Sil zoom 
Lwin th nt gereon connect 

SEE ah omadini sega od 
136, WFT Dah ee st ay | 1 gee Sea Soph 1 10M c 
T MPSM? < Emoil with attachment support 

a eee 

Snel NP? EMG Popa Vist ony SMART Wires Conter ar 
Coa a ee sem redone om ae 
a —— 
eee : on minutes. yen to al ane randset 
Saige phone for ihe some fat rate oF P10 for 30 minutes. Ops 


NOKIA Yov can olo enjoy internet browsing sroight on Yor oa 


1 et AEP TT LL pen eR 


BED res gee 5 , 


THE POWER TO LEAD 


A 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Walkout mars court-martial hearings 


From page Al prohibited from taking any footage of the 
hearing. They were not allowed to step out of 
military tribunal. the media holding area with their equipment. 
According to court-martial rules, only af- 
ter all peremptory challenges have been ex- 
hausted can the panel be sworn in. 

The court-martial panel called for three 
recesses during the six-hour-long hearing to 
discuss the contentious issue, only to deny 
every motion made by the defense panel. 

“This is plain and obvious suppression of 
the truth. We wanted Estolas to speak up 
but they didn't allow him to,” Querubin 
told reporters afterward. 

Photojournalists and TV cameramen were 


Ignored 

At the hearing, Estolas manifested in 
open court that he had not yet challenged 
any member of the panel. 

Buthe was ignored, with the panel ruling 
in favor of the military prosecutors who 
claimed, based on the transcript of a previ- 
ous hearing, that Estolas had said that he 
had already availed of the privilege. 

Verdadero pointed out that the transcript 
of the Nov. 9 hearing was wrong and that it 
was actually Lt. Sandro Sereno and not Esto- 
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- Treatments before Boston C: Twice a week dialysis, bedridden, had to be 
carried for 3 years 

- Results since using Boston C: September 12 - November 12, 2007: 

Less than a month started walking and driving. 


BOSTON-C / MIGHTON HERBS 


BREAKTHROUGH IN CANCER CURE 
You don’t have to die of Cancer 
and other incurable diseases. 


Here are some of our Cancer Survivor testimonies: 


Helen Napiza 4th Stage Lung Cancer 


"Three years ago, | had a mass in my lungs that was 
about the size of a golf ball. My doctor advised me to 
have a biopsy done but | opted not to have that done 
because somebody told me about Boston C. 

1 underwent IV therapy using Boston C for one week 
and then oral therapy for 6 months. Afterwards, | underwent CT Scan, 
X-ray to find out if the mass is still there. All tests revealed negative 
with the help of Boston C." 


Nora Ocampo, Stage 4 Breast, Liver, 
Ovary & Bone Cancer Survivor 


My illness two years ago was breast cancer: Stage 
3A when | was operated on. After two years, it 
spread to my liver, ovary and bones. | could not 
stand anymore. At St. Luke Hospital, they said that 

they have to remove my ovary, undergo RFA for my liver, and later on 

chemotherapy. | did not have my liver treated. The following day, 

I decided to just take cyeton S orally and by intravenously. 


In six months, my liver was negative of cancer cells and my ovary was 
normal. Now, there is no more illness in my bones because of Boston C 
Herbal Products and intravenous treatment. 


1 told my fellow patients who had chemotherapy and cobalt treatment to 
take Cyeton S that I brought to them but they said they will continue with 
their treatment. | went back to them after | was discharge but they were 
not there anymore. They passed away. 
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DEFIANCE: The 28 
military officers 
including Marine Col. 
Ariel Querubin 
accused of plotting a 
coup last February 
believe they are 
going through a 
mock trial and refuse 


the military tribunal 
hearing the case in 
Camp Capinpin, 
Tanay, Rizal. 
(BELOW): Soldiers 
wait for the court 
martial hearing to 
start. eov acasmas 


las who said he had exercised his 
peremptory challenge. 

To clarify the issue, defense lawyer 
Vicente Caoile asked the court to 
name the panel member whom Esto- 
Jas had supposedly challenged. 

As the hearing dragged on, de- 
fense lawyers and the accused said 
Loy eventually changed his state- 
ment that Estolas had already exer- 
cised his peremptory challenge, 
saying instead that Estolas had in 
fact waived the privilege. 

This prompted Querubin to stand 
up and order Sereno to show his 
face before the court panel to prove 
that he was not Estolas. 

This triggered a melee that had 
court-martial president, Maj. Gen. 
Jogy Leo Fojas, calling for order and 
admonishing the lawyers and the 
accused, 


Close to tears 
“I am close to tears, your honor, 
in trying to understand your ruling 


... Lam forced to withdraw my ap- 
pearance today because I cannot 
see the logic,” Cavile, the lawyer of 
Marine Col. Armando Bañez, told 
the military tribunal. 

Defense lawyer Trixie Cruz-An- 
geles told reporters that waiving a 
peremptory challenge is different 
from exercising it. 

‘Angeles lamented that the mili- 
tary tribunal apparently “has no in- 
terest in knowing what is true or 
not.” 

“lts acts are highly questionable,” 
as it would issue rulings without 
any explanation, said Angeles. 

One of the military prosecutors, 
Maj. Emilio Felicen, told reporters 
that the panel's denial of the de- 
fense motion was “based on record” 
but declined to explain the basis for 
the denial, citing the principle of 
sub judice. 

The accused military officers 
have called the court-martial hear- 
ing a “sham proceedings” and 


staged a walkout on Nov. 9. 


Tension in court 

Yesterday, they defied Fojas’ or- 
der for them to stand up as Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Rolando Capacia took his 
oath as a member of the panel. 

‘Tension gripped the courtroom 
as Fojas twice ordered the accused 
officers to stand up with the panel, 
the military prosecutors and the de- 
fense lawyers who grudgingly rose 
to their feet. 

But the officers, led by Miranda, 
Querubin and Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, 
the former chief of the Scout Rangers, 
remained glued to their seats. 

‘The accused officers are on trial for 
mutiny and for violations of the Arti- 
cles of War for allegedly conspiring to 
march with their men to the Edsa 
Shrine and join antigovernment 
groups and declare their withdrawal 
of support from President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo on the 20th anniversary 
of the first People Power Revolution. 


Davao farmer walks home ... 


FrompageAl 


that his basic rights as a civilian 
should be upheld, said Kelly Delga- 
do, Karapatan secretary general for 
southern Mindanao. 

This was confirmed by Busta- 
mante’s lawyers. 

“We're happy with the outcome. 
We hope that the judges in Manila 
will take their cue from the judges 
who acted quickly on such peti- 
tions,” Karapatan secretary general 
Marie Hilao-Enriquez said in an in- 
terview. 

“To act with dispatch and save in- 
nocent civilians from possible 
killing is after all the spirit of the 
writ of amparo.” 

‘The writ, a new remedy for vic- 
tims of killings and disappearances 
introduced by the Supreme Court, 
requires respondents to take action 
to resolve a grievance and not 
merely deny the allegations against 
them. 

‘The rules took effect on Oct. 24. 


Stopped at a checkpoint 

Bustamante and two friends 
were stopped at a military check- 
point in Barangay Malabog, 
Paquibato District in Davao City 
while riding a motorcycle on their 
way to distribute campaign materi- 
als on the afternoon of Oct. 27. 

A certain Noli Obat, head of the 
paramilitary group manning the 
checkpoint, asked Bustamante to 
stay behind on suspicion he was a 
member of the New People’s Army, 
but let the two others go. 

Nothing was heard from him 
again. 

On Nov, 7, the victim's mother 


` 


Bebelita Bustamante and Karap- 
atan filed a petition for writ of am- 
paro with the RTC 11th Judicia] Re- 
gion in Davao City. They were aided 
by lawyers from the Integrated Bar 
ofthe Philippines, Union of People’s 
Lawyers in Mindanao and the Free 
Legal Assistance Group. 

The court set the hearing and 
heard the petition last Wednesday. 


More teeth 

At the hearing, the petitioner's 
lawyers requested that Bustamante 
be presented in court, a request 
which Judge Robillo granted de- 
spite objections from the Office of 
the Solicitor General (OSG), ac- 
cording to Delgado. 

The respondents, Noli Obat and 
Lt, Col. Alexander V. Ambal of the 
73rd Infantry Battalion Philippine 
Army (73rd IBPA), were present 
and were represented by the OSG. 

After hearing Bustamante’s testi- 
mony, his lawyers’ arguments and 
counter-arguments from the OSG 
lawyers, the judge ordered his re- 
lease. 

“I think the judge found the 
grounds in the petition justifiable, 
so he issued an order to produce 
him in court. And considering that 
the military presented him, the 
court ordered his release,” lawyer 
Eduardo Estores, one of the peti- 
tioner’s lawyers, said in an inter- 
view by phone. 

“The writ of amparo has more 
teeth than the writ of habeas cor- 
pus.” 


Beaten and hogtied 
During the hearing, Bustamante 
said he signed an affidavit admit- 


ting he was a member of the NPA, 
but his lawyers questioned this be- 
cause it was signed in a military 
camp. 

After his release, Bustamante con- 
fided to Karapatan members that he 
was allegedly brought to military 
camps in Davao City, and severely 
tortured into admitting he was a 
guerrilla, according to Delgado. 

On Oct. 28, a day after he was 
questioned at a checkpoint, he was 
brought to a military camp of the 
73rd Infantry Battalion in Paquiba- 
to District and there, he was al- 
legedly beaten up, hogtied and his 
head was wrapped in a plastic ba 

“Because of the severe beating, 
he urinated and defecated. They 
forced him to eat his feces, and 
threatened to harm his family if he 
refused to admit he was a member 
of the NPA,” Delgado said in an in- 
terview. 


Fears for life 

In the next couple of days, the 
young farmer was transferred to an- 
other military camp in Davao del 
Norte, and then allegedly tortured 
again, he said, quoting Bustamante. 
“They wrapped his head in a cello- 
phane sprinkled with pepper” he said. 

The torture stopped after his 
mother went to the press to report 
his disappearance, 

Bustamante continued to feel 
pain from the torture. He was so 
traumatized by his arrest, detention 
and torture he refused to go back 
home, Estores said. 

“Up to him [to decide whether to 
file counter-charges}. Security is al- 
so a problem. 1 think he fears for his 
life," he said. 
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were members of the Abu Sayyaf Group. 

‘Three others in the group were arrested. 

Police identified the three fatalities as 
Redwan idaman, his wife Saing and Abu 
Jandal, an alleged leader of the ASG. 

As of 9 o'clock last night, the bodies of 
the three remained in a morgue at Prime 
Funeral Homes in Commonwealth, Quezon 
City, despite a Muslim custom of burying 
their dead within 24 hours. 

The trio were killed at around 4 p.m. 
‘Thursday. 

Neighbors interviewed by the Inqumen 
said that they knew nothing about the oc- 
cupants of the house, except that they were 
“quiet neighbors.” 
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APREPONDERANCE OF 
EVIDENCE was found In the Payatas 
raid, among them, the ID of Ikram 
Indama, formerly the personal driver 
of the former Deputy Speaker for 
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Australian Federal Elections 2007 


The Australian Prime Minister announced that the Federal Election wil take 
place on Saturday 24th November 2007. For more information please vist the 
Australan Electoral Commission webstie, wwwaec.govau and the 
Smattraveller website, www.smartraveller govau, for the latest travel bulletin on 


the Australian Federal Election. 


The Australian Embassy will be open for pre-poll voting during the hours 
of 8,30am-4,30pm, Monday-Friday from 12-23 November and Election 
Saturday, 24 November 2007 from 8.30am-4.30pm. The Embassy Is lo- 
cated at 23rd Floor of the RCBC Plaza, Tower 2, 6819 Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City. We encourage you to make use of the pre-poling times to 
avoid queues on Saturday, For further updates, please visit the Australian 
Embassy Manila website at http://www. phillppines.embassy.gov.au/ 
Please register your presence in the Philippines by registering 
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caps and speaking in 
what sounded like a 
Mindanao dialect. 

Rous said that he 
told them they would 
need to present iden- 
tification papers and 
that, if they were not 
relatives, they would 
have to show a letter 
of authorization from 
the spouse, sibling or 
parents to prove they 
were allowed to 
claim the bodies. 

The three men 
did not present any 
IDs nor did they in- 
troduce themselves. 
They simply asked 
fora computation of 
how much the ser- 
vices at Prime Fu- 
neral Homes cost. 

Then they left, 
promising to claim 
the bodies later yes- 
terday or today. 


Respect for Islam 

Another group 
came at around 9 
pam. last night also 
to claim the bodies 


Anahaw Street, Barangay Payatas B, Quezon City. 


but as of press time, funeral parlor 
representatives and the group were 
still threshing out details. 

A representative of the group 
said they wanted to bring the re- 
mains to Taguig City. 

Rous said that the funeral home 
did not perform any autopsy on the 
bodies knowing it was against the 
Islamic faith. 

“We know about the Muslim tradi- 
tion of burying their dead within 24 
hours. We are also aware that it is 
against their faith for an autopsy to be 
conducted on the bodies. We respect 
allreligions here,” he pointed out. 

Neighbors of the three members 
claimed they were surprised by the 
police raid, saying they had no 
inkling that the house had 
been—according to police—a ban- 
dit lair. 


Different numbers 

One neighbor, Leticia Kagalawan, 
said what she noticed about the 
group was that one of them would 
constantly buy e-load for different 


FAFFYLERYA 


cellular phone numbers. 

The sari-sari store owner said: 
“Each time he would buy load from 
me, it was always for a different 
number. It was sometimes not for 
him but he would ask me to send 
the load to a number and then text 
for confirmation ... if the load had 
bgen sent. 

“Kagalawan said that she did not 
know if the man who constantly 
bought the eload was one of the 
three killed in Thursday's raid. 

“They looked normal and they 
did not look like Abu Sayyaf. That's 
why we were surprised when we 
were informed by police officers 
that they were bandits. They did 
not look the part,” Kagalawan said. 

She stressed that they never real- 
ly knew the suspects because they 
moved in only some two to three 
weeks before the police assault. 

Another neighbor, who asked not 
to be named, remarked that-when 
the group moved into Block 4 Lot 
23, she noticed that they had no ap- 
pliances with them. 


Mindanao Gerry Salapuddin. 
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NOMOURNERS 
and no relatives 
have claimed the 
bodies of three 
suspected Abu 
Sayyaf members 
atthe Prime 
Funeral Parlor 
morgue on 
‘Commonwealth 
Avenue in Quezon 
Cityas of 9 last 
night. 

tomm ACASS 


“I never saw them move in big 
appliances, like refrigerators or 
cabinets,” the neighbor said. 


License plate No. 8 

But the group did have a car—a 
metallic green Toyota Corolla, 

The neighbor added that she con- 
stantly saw another vehicle—using 
an “8” license plate, a number re- 
served for congressmen—come and 
park in front of the house. 

She said: “We know. nothing 
about them, except they were a qui- 
et bunch who kept to themselves. 
We knew they were Muslims but we 
did not even think that they could 
be Abu Sayyaf.” 

Last night, a woman claiming to 
be the wife of one of the captured 
suspects, Khaider Awnal, denied in 
a radio interview that her husband 
was linked to the Abu Sayyaf. 

She said Awnal had gone to Mani- 
Ja for a business trip, planning to sell 
avehicle. The teary-eyed woman ex- 
pressed shock that he was even im- 
plicated to the Batasan bombing. 
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don-based media group Emap, 
Germany's Axel Springer and 
France's Lagardere have seen a 
split growing in their magazine 
assets—those for women are 
surging while men's magazines 
droop. 

“They are a casualty of the In- 
ternet. That is for sure,” Do- 
minique D'Hinnin, Chief Finan- 
cial Officer of French media 
group Lagardere told investors 
ata Morgan Stanley technology, 
media and telecoms conference 
on Thursday. 

“It is men’s magazines that I 
am talking about, magazines 
with women with not too many 
clothes,” he said. 


Shifting investments 

Steffan Naumann, chief oper- 
ating officer and chief financial 
officer at Axel Springer, said 
segments such as those catering 
for women are growing, “but in 
Germany, certainly not the 
men’s market category.” 

On Tuesday, London-based 
Emap said first-half underlying 
revenue in its consumer maga- 
zines division fell 6 percent. 

However, this masked a 
strong performance by its wom- 
en's weekly titles such as 
Grazia, Heat and Closer which 
grew 6 percent. Emap blamed a 
14-percent slump in its portfo- 
lio of monthly magazines on 
weakness in men's titles. 

D'Hinnin said publishers like 
Lagardere were dealing with 
the trend by shifting their in- 


vestment plans and looking at 
Internet options. 


China, Russia 

Lagardere has pulled back 
from new launches outside of 
emerging markets while in- 
vesting in places like China 
and Russia where magazine 
growth rates can be 30 per- 
cent, he said. 

It means that although men's 
magazines can and do still 
make money, publishers also 
have to decide if they should 
sell assets or reposition them- 
selves in digital media by build- 
ing websites that primarily fo- 
cus on content such as fishing, 
golfand cars. 

D'Hinnin said Lagardere was 
currently considering such op- 
tions within declining segments 
of the male-focused magazine 
market—such as those with 
scantily clad women, 


YouTube victim 

“We think it was killed by 
YouTube where you can find 
this and joke-based content for 
teenagers and college boys for 
free," he added, 

YouTube is the online video 
unit of Google Inc. operating in 
a market with other Web video 
services such as Dailymotion. 

“On the Internet it is easier to 
get more fun and (young men) 
spend so much time with 
YouTube or Dailymotion they 
don't buy magazines any more," 
D'Hinnin said. Reuters 
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pact may 
benefit 
rapist 


RAPE CONVICT 
Francisco Juan “Pa- 

arrafiaga, a Fil- 
ipino-Spanish na- 
tional, could be the 
first to avail of the 
proposed Philip- 
pine-Spain treaty on 
the transfer of sen- 
tenced prisoners be- 
ing heard at the 
Senate. 

“(Larrafiaga) will 
be the most cele- 
brated beneficiary 
of the treaty be- 
cause he is a dual 
citizen,” said Sen. 
Miriam Defensor 
Santiago, head of 
the committee on 
foreign affairs, in an 
interview after the 
public hearing on 
the treaty yesterday. 

Santiago said that 
if the Supreme 
Court finally rejects 
Larrafiaga’s appeal 
to reverse the lower 
court ruling on his 
rape case, “he can 
request that he be 
jailed in Spain or the 
Spanish govern- 
ment can make the 
request provided he 
consents.” 

Larrañaga was 
convicted in 2004 of 
the kidnap-rape slay 
of Marijoy and 
Jacqueline Chiong in 
Cebu City. There are 
currently 7 out of the 
50,000 Filipinos in 
Spain who are in de- 
tention or house ar- 
rest or facing court 
cases ranging from 
homicide to drug traf- 
ficking to assault. 

‘The treaty aims to 
bring back foreign 
prisoners into their 
country of nationality 
to serve their sen- 
tences and enable 
them to be rehabili- 
tated and integrated 
closer to their family 
and friends. 

After yesterday's 
public hearing, San- 
tiago said she would 
sponsor the bill on 
the Senate floor on 
Monday she said 
she hoped that it 
would be approved 
for the third reading 
after three days. 

Santiago said that 
the family of the rape 
victims might oppose 
the transfer because 
“they may want (Lar- 
Tafiaga) to serve his 
sentence here or the 
public will feel that f4 s 
the victim's family will { as low as 
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and the Department 
of Justice have all 
endorsed the treaty. 
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Solved but not closed, say police 


From pago Al 

“We are taking those things 
into consideration 
that is not enough 
duct an investigation on former 
Congressman Salapuddin,” Ra- 
zon said. 

Akbar was among four peo- 
ple killed in Tuesday's bombing 
at the Batasan, in which 11 oth- 
ers were wounded. Police have 
said they believe Akbar was the 
target of the blast. 


‘Strong link to Batasan bombing 
Razon added that investiga-. 
tors are. “gathering additional 
facts and evidence” to warrant 
inviting Salapuddin to give a 
statement on the case. 

“We still have to await the de- 
velopment of the investiga- 
tion,” he said. 

At the press conference, po- 
lice showed reporters items re- 
covered from the Payatas raid. 
They included documents for a 
Honda XRM motorcycle, vari- 
ous tools, nine cell phones, pic- 
tures, ID cards, ATM cards, driv- 
er's licenses, a motorcycle hel- 
met and various calling cards. 

Three of the calling cards 
were from the congressional of- 
fice of Salapuddin, and an enve- 
lope with the letterhead of Sala- 
puddin’s congressional office. 

“(What we have) is just an as- 
sociation (based on the admis- 
sion of Salapuddin). That is not 
a ground. We need to have 
more,” Razon said. 

Razon said the raid on Ana- 
haw Street, Violago Homes in 
Payatas, was a break in the in- 
vestigation into the blast and 
established a strong link be- 


tween the explosion and three 
suspects killed in Payatas and 
three others arrested in the 
raid. 


Suspects recognized 

“The Payatas operation is a 
major breakthrough in the case 
„u based on: the physical evi- 
dence we've gathered,” Razon 
said. 

He said the deed of sale on a 
motorcycle believed to have 
been used to deliver the bomb 
that exploded in Congress car- 
ried a chassis number XRM 
13-066-203-339. 

Razon said the numbers 
(066203339 appears in the bar 
code recovered from the dam- 
aged motorcycle. 

‘A security guard at the House 
also positively identified Ikram 
Indama, one of the suspects 
now in custody, as having en- 
tered the south wing compound 
of the Batasan hours before the 
explosion, said Razon. 

He added the security guard 
also recognized the helmet re- 
covered in Payatas. 

Razon said investigators 
were looking at all possible an- 
gles and working double time in 
their questioning of the three 
suspects since police could only 
legally hold them for 36 hours 
unless cases were filed against 
them. 

‘According to the motorcycle’s 
deed of sale, the vehicle was 
bought by Adham Kusain, of 52 
Almaciga St, Northview I, 
Batasan Hills, Quezon City. The 
motorcycle was sold by a cer- 
tain Ahmad Alih of 130-D 
Sinagtala, Batasan Hills. 


PNP spokesperson Chief 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao said the 
suspects could be charged be- 
fore the Quezon City Regional 
Trial Court separately for the 
Batasan blast and for resisting 
arrest. 


Not planted 

Razon defended the. PNP 
from accusations that the evi- 
dence which police said they 
found were planted. 

“Your police are working and 
doing their job despite the hard- 
ships, like lack of sleep. Our 
men are risking their lives re- 
gardless of the criticism of those 
who are not satisfied with the 
work they do,” Razon said. 

Police said the Payatas 
shootout occurred while a com- 
bined team from the Armed 
Forces and the PNP was trying 
to serve a warrant of arrest 
against a certain Pakir Said, 


SALAPUDDIN: Not suspect 


alias Abu Jandal, supposedly a 
member of the Abu Sayyaf. 
Jandal and two other sus- 
pects—identified by the police 
as Redwan Indama and his wife 
Saing—were killed while pur- 
portedly resisting arrest. 


Suspect ex-solon’s driver 

Razon said the raid was 
staged based on a tip on the 
presence of wanted persons in 
the area. 

Salapuddin, a former 
three-term representative of 
Basilan, said that one of the sus- 
pects—Ikram Indama, from 
whom police said they recov- 
ered a House ID—was indeed 
his personal driver. 

“fm willing to show up to 
help untangle the puzzle,” Sala- 
puddin said in a telephone in- 
terview. 

He said the people he knew 
‘among the suspects killed or ar- 


rested were hardly the type who 
would be members of the Abu 
Sayyaf Group. 

Salapuddin, a former com- 
mander of the Moro National 
Liberation Front, also admitted 
knowing suspects Khaider Aw- 
naland Adham Kusain. 

He said he also knew Redwan 
Indama, whom he identified as 
a former MNLF leader, and his 
wife Saing. 

“(ikram) was my driver for 
more or less three years. He was 
a former taxi driver who also 
worked as a family driver,” 
Salapuddin said of Ikram. 

“As far as I know, he was nev- 
er an Abu Sayyaf,” he added. 
“When my term ended, he de- 
cided to look for another job.” 

Salapuddin said, however, 
that Ikram had relatives who 
were Abu Sayyaf members. 


Other suspects 

He said that Awnal was a for- 
mer brother-in-law of his, ex- 
plaining that Awnal's sister and 
he had divorced. 

“What I know is that he was 
looking for a vehicle to buy. 
They are engaged in vehicles 
that they use for public trans- 
port,” Salapuddin said. 

Kusain is reportedly a student 
Salapuddin helped to gain em- 
ployment in Metro Manila. 

“He works as a pushcart boy 
at the Naia,” Salapuddin said. 

“I would never imagine that 
anyone of them would be Abu 
Sayyaf,” he said. 

Salapuddin said Redwan In- 
dama was his driver's uncle and 
was a former leader of the Moro 
National Liberation Front. 


“As a former MNLF leader 
myself, I know him and his wife 
Saing,” he said. 

Salapuddin denied knowing 
Said or Jandal. 

“It cannot be denied that we 
are political rivals, but we were 
also political allies,” Salapuddin 
said of Akbar. 

Salapuddin said he and Ak- 
bar ran under the same slate in 
Basilan in the 2004 elections. 

In the last elections, Salapud- 
din ran and lost to Akbar’s wife 
Jum in the Basilan gubernatori- 
alelections. 

“The only time we parted ways 
was when he started fielding his 
own relatives and I had an 
avowed advocacy against politi- 
cal dynasties,” Salapuddin said. 


Why link me? 

Anak Mindanao party-list 
Rep. Mujiv Hataman, another 
congressman who had political 
disagreements with Akbar, sail 
one of those who were 
killed—Redwan Indama in 
the raid was his distant i lative 

Redwan was not an Abu 
Sayyaf bandit but a “mmer 
councilor of Tipo-Tipo, Basilan. 

Hataman said he could not 
understand why it appeared 
that he was also being dragged 
into the case. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia wel- 
comed the police raid in Payatas. 

“The reward money put up by 
(President Macapagal-Arroyo) 
and members of the House has 
led to the spectacular break- 
through in the Batasan bomb- 
ing investigation,” De Venecia 
said. With a report from Julie 
S. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 


‘Papa, Mama pa but could not be together for one final glimpse’ 


From page Al 


the St. Scholastica’s College 
Chapel in Manila, Rebo Saguis- 
ag, 35, spoke of how he had to 
make the difficult decision of 
burying his mother while his fa- 
ther lay in the intensive care 
unit of the Makati Medical Cen- 
ter 

His voice cracking, Rebo said: 
“Mama and Papa are one. Papa 
is what he is largely because of 
Mama. Indeed, behind every 
great man is a woman... 

“I also regret the fact that my 
father could not join us here to- 
day. Imagine what the rest of 
the family had to go through, 
preparing for my mother’s buri- 
al while thinking of Papa's 
health. And as Chito [Quintans] 
said, we received news that the 
[breathing] tube has finally 
been removed. (See related sto- 
ry on Page Al.) But not in time 
for him to join us here... 

“The hardest part for me was 
to make a decision, that at this 
very moment, Rene and Dulce, 
Papa and Mama, inseparable 
for more than 40 years, could 
not even be together for one 
second, for one final glimpse.” 


By his side 

‘According to his brother Idas, 
Rene Saguisag, then a cash- 
strapped student in the United 
States, could not attend their 
parents’ respective funerals in 
the Philippines. It was Dulce 
who stayed by his side. 

“Because of financial difficul- 
ties, Rene could not fly home. 
He never set eyes on our par- 
ents again. There was no video- 
tape then. During those two 
sorrowful occasions, only Dulce 
shared in his grief,” Idas sai 

Rebo said an “ever-loving 
wife” was how Rene, a busy 
lawyer and activist, referred to 
Dulce because he was grateful 
to her for making up for his 
shortcomings as a father. 


What he lacked, she filled, 
éven financially, the son said: 

“During our school days, 
she always made sure that we 
stayed away from what she al- 
ways referred to as ‘bad com- 
pany.’ In 1987, she even took 
the role of breadwinner when 
Papa joined the Senate with a 
take-home pay of P14,000. 
But despite all these roles, she 
always maintained her 
thoughtfulness and sweet- 
ness.” 

Himself a lawyer, Rebo said it 
was “very difficult to be stand- 
ing here in front of you and give 
tribute to our Mama while we 
think of her other half who is 
fighting to get better as I 
speak.” 

“We understand, of course, 
that this is supposed to be for 
Mama, but it is impossible to 
mention Dulce without Rene, to 
talk of Mama without Papa. 
Such is their parmer- 
ship—unique as itis, because as 
you all know, we always had to 
share our father with our moth- 
erland,” he said. 

And even in her passing, 
Dulce gave everything, includ- 
ing her last breath, to Rene. 

“The way she said goodbye 


practically sums it all up. In her 
lifetime she always absorbed 
the pain and troubles and all 
negative energies, so that Papa 
could be what he is. And in their 
final moment together, my Ma- 
ma died ... so my Papa could 
live,” Rebo said at the end of his 
speech that had nearly every- 
one in tears. 


Ultimate love team 

Although Dulce did grouse 
every now and then about 
Rene, she “adored” him, accord- 
ing to her sister Alma Kern. 

“She would complain of his 
being kulit (stubborn), because 
he brought piles of papers into 
their bedroom. But she protect- 
ed him with a fierce loyalty,” 
Kern said in her eulogy. 

Indeed, theirs was a romantic 
story that would have been a hit 
telenovela (TV series) said 
Dulce’s cousin Lourdes Maram- 
ba Fajardo. 

“With all the media coverage 
she had become a superstar, 
and Dulce and Rene had be- 
come the ultimate love team,” 
Fajardo said. 

But the love team was ended 
abruptly by the accident on Nov. 
8 that claimed Dulce’s life. 


MOURNERS at 
the funeral Mass 
include Ex- 
President Joseph 
Estrada, Ginade 
Venecia and Vice 
President Noli de 
Castro. Behind 
Estradais son, JV 
Ejercito, San Juan 
mayor. sezamom 


Itis a mishap that the family 
still tries to grapple with, admit- 
ted Rebo: 

“As I stand here before you, I 
ask, Why do bad things happen 
to good people? It is so unfair. 
But I take comfort that Mama is 
already with someone up there, 
and they continue to watch over 
us. I somehow take joy in the 
fact that the last thing she did 
was something she really loved, 
and with someone she loved the 
most,” he said. 

Rebo lamented that his moth- 
er would not be part of his wed- 
ding (which had earlier been 
scheduled in December), nor 
‘would she be able to experience 
being a grandmother. 

“My only regret is that she 
will never be part, at least phys- 
ically, of my planned wedding 
with my fiancee Jackie. Neither 
would she be able to hold a 
grandchild in her arms, some- 
thing that she so richly de- 
served,” he said. 

He expressed gratitude to his 
and his siblings’ “extended fam- 
ilies"—the Quintanses and 
Marambas—their other rela- 
tives and friends, and to St. 
Scholastica’s College and San 
Beda College, and asked for 


their “continued prayers for us 
to cope asa family.” 


Cancer survivor 

The bagpiper played a funer- 
al march as the hearse arrived 
at the Manila Memorial Park at 
12:25 p.m. 

Thick clouds momentarily 
blotted out the sun and white 
balloons bearing a message of 
love were released to the 
gloomy skies as Dulce Saguisag, 
a former social welfare secre- 
tary, was laid to rest. 

Her casket was draped with 
the Philippine flag and show- 
ered with flower petals. 

“She prepared the tomb for 
herself 10 years ago, when she 
still had [breast] cancer. But she 
survived. She was given a clean 
bill of health,” said Joey Bernad, 
a relative of Dulce's who had 
helped arrange her funeral. 

In prayer, the gathering of 
some 300 mourners said: “We 
thank you, Dulce, for blessing 
us with your life. We ask you, 
Dulce, to forgive us for whatev- 
er shortcomings we may have 
done against you. 

“We release you from all the 
obligations in this world.” 

Per the family’s request, mem- 


bers of the media had been re 
stricted to a designated area. But 
cameramen and photographers 
offended some of the mourners 
‘when cameras continued running. 


Life of the party 

Dulce’s family lingered at the 
grave site until her tomb was 
sealed. 

‘The woman whom relatives 
described as the life of the party 
and the perfect “emcee,” and 
whom her eldest son disclosed 
was nicknamed “Consuelo” 
(comfort) was truly gone. 

“She really was there for us,” 
Rebo said, adding: 

“She always believed in us. She 
always believed we were bigger 
than we actually were. She de- 
manded that we make time for 
family, and that meant all the par- 
ties and reunions you can think of 

She was almost always in the 
middle of things with her bound- 
less energy and enthusiasm.” 

Said her sister Alma Kern: 
“She was the most colorful per- 
son I've ever known... 

“I already miss [her]. Know- 
ing Dulce, she would find funny 
stories about her own wake, but 
that will have to wait till we 
meet again.” 


Rene asked doctors to let him attend his wife’s burial 


From page Al 
Nubla said all five of Saguis- 
ags children visited their father 
early in the morning before the 
funeral. At that time, he still 
had a breathing tube running 
through his mouth and down 
his throat, and could communi- 
cate only through body signals 
orwritten notes. 
“He asked if he could go with 
. them,” Nubla said, 
When his doctors refused 
‘permission, Saguisag accepted 


it calmly, “He's very reason- 
able,” Nubla said. “He did not 
insist.” 

Asked about the patient's dis- 
position, Alvarez said: “If he 
was emotionally affected, he 
was hiding it excellently.” 


Breathing on his own 

‘The doctors took Saguisag off 
the respirator later in the morn- 
ing, and he started breathing on 
his own again. 

“He can talk now but his 


throat is sore, so his voice is 
very soft,” Alvarez said. 

“He is resting comfortably 
and seems to experience less in- 
tense episodes of pain at this 
time,” according to the medical 
bulletin. 

A tube remains attached to 
Saguisag’s chest to drain the 
fluids accumulating there. 

“Repeat chest X-Ray studies 
showed improvement in his 
chest congestion,” the bulletin 
said. 


Alvarez said the chest tube 
could be removed in two days. 
He expressed the hope that 
Saguisag could be moved from 
the intensive care unit to a regu- 
Jar room “early next week.” 

By then, it would have been 
almost two weeks since a dump 
truck slammed into the family 
van driven by Felipe Calvario 
and carrying Rene and Dulce 
Saguisag and their longtime 
dance instructor Rhea Obong. It 
was past 1 a.m., and the couple 


were on their way home from a 
night of dancing. 

Despite the quick arrival of a 
rescue team at the site—the in- 
tersection of Arnaiz Street and 
Osmefia Highway in Makati 
City—Dulce Saguisag was pro- 
nounced dead on arrival at the 
Ospital ng Makati. 


Stable but... 

Obong, who was seated be- 
side Calvario, was treated for 
minor injuries. 


As for Calvario, he still needs 
the breathing tube because the 
doctors have to make sure he is 
breathing well, Nubla said. 

Calvario's condition is stable 
but unlike Saguisag, “he dor: 
not communicate actively yet 
Alvarez said. 

“He obeys [instruction from 
his doctors] but his actions are 
not consistent. Sometimes he'll 
do it, sometimes he seems to be 
doing it, then stops,” Alvarez. 
said. 
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Cops quiz pa, brothers for Mariannet’s rape |: 


DAVAO CITY—THE FATHER AND TWO 
brothers of suicide Mariannet Amper were 
formally questioned by police investigators 
yesterday following the results of an autop- 
Sy that indicated the 12-year-old may have 
beena victim of rape. 

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte said the results of 
the autopsy confirmed the theory that the 
girl was rape and this could have caused her 
to commit suicide, contrary to earlier claims 
that she killed herself because of poverty. 

‘Supt. Matthew Baccay, Talomo District po- 
lice chief, said Mariannet’s two brothers ap- 
peared “normal” during the interrogation. 

“They were consistent about their where- 
abouts that day [when Mariannet died],” 
he said. 

But Isabelo, the girl's father, appeared to 
be “defensive and evasive” when asked 
about the results of the autopsy, he said. 

“It appeared that he had knowledge of it. 
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this kind of reaction that I consider defen- 
sive ... a manifestation that somehow, he 
had known about the abuse,” Baccay said. 

Mariannet was found dead, apparently 
from hanging, in the family home in Barangay 
Ma-a last Nov. 2. She was buried on Nov. 10. 

‘According to the INquIRER report on the 
suicide, an unsent letter that Mariannet 
had written to the “Wish Ko Lang” TV pro- 
gram and the contents of her diary indicat- 
ed that “she had lost hope that her family 
would ever rise from poverty.” 

The family agreed to an autopsy as spec- 
ulations rose about the real cause of Mari- 
annet’s suicide. 

‘The autopsy, conducted by Dr. Tomas Di- 
maandal, medico legal officer of the scene 
of crime operation (Soco) in Southern Min- 
danao, revealed lacerations in Mariannet’s 
genitals. It also found that the ligature 
around her neck was “self-inflicted.” 


When he was confronted with fact, he had 


GMA, Noli 
appeal for 
maid’s life 
in Kuwait 


PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo, Vice 
President Noli de Cas- 
tro and Foreign Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo 
have sought executive 
clemency fora Filipino 
domestic helper in 
‘Kuwait as the Kuwaiti 
Supreme Court starts 
hearing her appeal of 
the lower courts deci- 
sion which sentenced 
her to death by hang- 
ing for killing her em- 
ployer 

Philippine Ambas- 
sador to Kuwait 
cardo Endaya said in 
his report to the De- 
partment of Foreign 
Affairs that all three 
Philippine leaders 
had made representa- 
tions with the Kuwaiti 
ruler to grant Marilou 
Ranario clemency. 

Ranario lost the 
case in the Kuwaiti 
Court of Appeals. 
Her employer's fam- 
ily, however, had re- 
fused to accept her 
blood money in ex- 
change for her life. 

The 33-year-old 
teacher from Tubod, 
Surigao del Sur went 
to Kuwait on Dec. 10, 
2003 to work as a do- 
mestic helper. While 
there, she had com- 
plained of repeated 
maltreatment from 
her employer, 
prompting her to kill 
‘him on Jan. 11, 2005. 

Ranario is among 
the 35 Overseas Fil- 
ipino Workers (OFWs) 
presently on death row 
in foreign countries, in- 
cluding one in Brunei, 
two in China, one in 
the US, four in Kuwait, 
nine in Saudi Arabia 
and 10in Malaysia. 

Endaya said that 
Kuwaits highest 
court, the 11-mem- 
ber Court of Cassa- 
tion, heard oral argu- 
ments on the Ranario 
case last Nov. 13. 

‘At that hearing, two 
highly respected Ku- 
waiti defense lawyers, 
Ahmad Qurban and 
Abdel Majid Khurai- 
bet, argued Ranario's 
case at the instance of 
the Philippine govem- 
ment. Cynthia Balana 


R. Cruz; 71 


REYNALDO D. Cruz, 
who worked with the 
sales staff of Colgate- 
Palmolive and CFC, 
will be interred to- 
day at the Cabanatu- 
an Public Cemetery 
in Nueva Ecija. 

He died Nov. 13 
atage 71. 

His remains lay in 
state at the residence 
of his brother, Rolando 
Cruz, in Poblacion, Pe- 
fiaranda, Nueva Ecija. 

He was active in 
Bliss community un- 
dertakings in Pasig, 
‘Metro Manila where 
he once lived. 


Baccay said it did not necessarily mean 


| wearing me out.” 


that Isabelo had raped his daughter, al- 
though he is now considered a suspect, 
along with the gir!’s two older brothers. 

He said the police wanted Isabelo and 
the brothers to undergo drug testing. 

“It will be very essential because no one 
in his good state of mind will ever do such 
an act to a little girl. Anyone of them found 
to be positive to drug usage will be auto- 
matically placed at the top of the list of sus- 
pects ... prime suspects,” Baccay said. 

Baccay said police investigators went to 
the Amper family home to gather more in- 
formation. Jeffrey Tupas and Germelina 
Lacorte, Inquirer Mindanao, with Jerome 
Aning, Metro Manila 
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THE Day GosPEL 


Saturday, November 17, 2007 
32nd Week in Ordinary Time 
Elizabeth of Hungary 
1st Reading: Wis 18:14-16; 
Gospel: 

Jesus told them a parable to show them that they should pray con- 
tinually and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain town there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor people. In the same town was a wid- 
‘ow who kept coming to him, saying: ‘Defend my rights against my op- 
ponent.’ For a time he refused, but finally he thought: ‘Even though I 
neither fear God nor care about people, this widow bothers me so 
much I will see that she gets justice; then she will stop coming and 


‘And Jesus explained, “Listen to what the evil judge says. Will God | 
not do justice for his chosen ones who cry to him day and night even if 
he delays in answering them? I tell you, he will speedily do them jus- 
tice. Yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
Commentary 

God's Word has bounded down from the heavens in the stillness of 
night and this Word is a sharp sword that brings death and new life, ei- 
ther decreeing freedom and life and awe before God, or death for those 
who stand against God's will. This is what happened at the Red Sea and, 
we believe, this has happened in the Word become flesh among usin Jesus 
the Lord. We are to pray and reflect upon the Word of the Lord, and let it 
transform us and call us to account in our own lives. God is the widow, in- 
tent on making us do justice, care for the poor, and acknowledge God's 
will in the world. Ithas been so since the beginning. But if the Son of Man, 
the widow who pleads on behalf of her rights and the rights of all those in 
the world without justice were to come now, would our God find us faith- 
fulor would he find us with the unjust judges of the world, only occasion- 
ally doing justice because we are afraid of widows, orphans, and the 
Word of God? 
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RE-INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Supply and Delivery of Various FDC Requirements 
The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA), through ùs 2007 Corporate Operating Budget 
Intends to apply the sum of P2,800,000.0 being the Approved Budget for tne Contract 


(ABC) to payments under the contract for the Supply and Delivery of Various FDC 
‘Requirements 2s (oliows: 


Project Autoclave and 


Accessories 


Escric Generar Sat 
and Retrigerant 
Recovery Machine 
500000, 


‘Approved Budget 
forthe Conract(ABC) 
Delivery Period 


Ea) 


eaentardaystom 
recorto Nonce Anard | 
250000 Į 
Novenber 28 2007 
20pm. 

December 13.2007 
‘Ope. to 14S. 
Devener12 2007 
20pm 

NFA Board Room, 


eaentardajston 
recoptol Notes of Award 
P2000 

Noventer 25 07 
20pm. 

Dezerter 1E2007 
10pm wkis 
Decemner 14.2007 
200pm. 

NFA Board Foon 
PrisugniBisg- Noh | Phisugn8iag- Nonn 
Avenue, QuezanCay | Avenue, Queren Cay 


Bids received in excess of the ABC for each project shall be automatically rejected at 
Bid opening. Bids wil be opened in he presence ofthe Bidders’ representatives. 

The NFA now invites Bids om eligible Bidders for the supply and delivery of various IT 
requirements as stated above. The description ofan eligible Bidder is contained in 
Section II of the Bidding Documents, instruction to Bidders (TB) 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary pessifal criteria as specified in the implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part A IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. STE), othersise known asthe "Government 
Procurement Reform Act.” and is restricted to Fiipino cilzenssole proprietorships, 
‘organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capal stock 
belonging to ciizens of the Phiippines, and io citizens or organizations of a country the 
Jaws or regulations ol which grant simlar right or privileges io Fiipino ciizens, pursuant 
to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. S183) and subject io Commorweatn Act 138 (C-A. 138). Oniy 
Bids from Bidders who pass the eligibility check wil be opened. The process lor the 
cligbity check is described in Section H of Ine Bidding Documents, ITB. 

Interested bidders may obtain futher information from the NFA-BAC SECRETARIAT and 
inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given Below frm 800 a.m. to 5:00 pm. A 
complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by nteresied Bidders from the 
address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee inthe amoun: sated above 
‘The method of payment wil be CASH. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personally by We prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. Prospective 
bidders who Secured the bidding documents for Ine failed bidding of September 12, 
2007 for the Autoclave and Accessories and September 17, 2007 forthe Electric 
Generator Set and Refrigerant Recovery Machine are no longer required to pay anew 
the non-refundable fe for the bid documents 


AL Bids must be accomparied by a Bid securty in the folowing lerm and amount. 
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exposing corrupt government prac- 
tices in their provinces, making 
known illegal activities such as drug 
trafficking and gambling. 

So far, only one case has been re- 
solved, Puno noted. Given the role 
journalists play in the fight for truth 


and justice, people responsible for 
their deaths should be brought to jus- 
tice—and fast. 

“It is chilling to think that the 
lives of so many brave souls have 
been reduced to mere statistics. It is 
even more painful to know that on- 
ly one of these cases has seen a 
court’s conviction,” said Puno in a 


ails silence on killi 


speech he delivered on Thursday 
during a conference of the 
Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa 
Pilipinas (KBP) 

The case Puno was referring to 
was the murder of investigative 
journalist Marlene Esperat, whose 
killers were sentenced to life impris- 
onment by a Cebu regional trial 
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court in 2006. 

“Still, this lone conviction hardly 
counts as a significant victory, as a 
great majority of the other cases re- 
mains unsolved, the killers still stalk- 
ing this land of vitriol and violence,” 
he added. 

Puno said the killings send a chill- 
ing effect to journalists. 


The Nissan Frontier Navara 


It was the middle ofthis year 
‘when Universal Motors 
Corporation allowed a 
select few to take a sneak 
peek at the all-new Nissan 
Frontior Navara. 


Never has the tag "alnow” 
been more appropriate; and 
never has the legendary 
pickup looked so good. 

tubes. 
Reworked in a multitude of 
‘ways, the Navara is ali that 
‘ever made the Frontier 
great. And — as we found 
out— a hell of a lot more. 

ride. 
BREAKING THE 
MOLD & RAISING 
THE BAR. 
CCallit the Tiger Woods 
of trucks — for like the 

celebrated golfer, the 

Navara is so far ahead 
of the curve, its arrival SET 
on the sceneds not just 

|. the changing of the 
guard, it signals a 
change in the very 
nature of the game. 

Indeed, if you think you 
know all about pickups, 
think again. 


TRUCK OUT BACK, 
SUV UP FRONT. 
For a vehicle meant to do 
the crude, ugly jobs, the 
Navara comes with an 
incredible amount of style 
and refinement. Itis a study 
in sturdiness and 
aerodynamics, with flared 
wheel arches, and crisp, 
smooth lines. 


The new pickup's design 
theme is a departure from 
the Frontiers we know. 
With its integrated 
‘verfender and front 


A front independent 
suspension with col springs 
‘coupled with longer rear leaf 
springs provide a smoother 


Inside, cabin comforts rival 
those of the best SUVs. 
The dash is trimmed in 


a= 


a cab ciad in beige 
‘and brushed metal 


handsome beige and a 
brushed matal-ike finish. 
Seats are clad in beige 
leather (standard on 4x4 
models), and you sit high 
up in a commanding 
position, with all controls 


‘hiton 
well within reach. A shift- 
omthe-fly system allows you 
to engage 4WD from 2D 
with the simple tum of a dial, 
all without having to stop. 


OMEDAY, 
ALL PICK 
WILL BE MADE 
THIS WAY. 


‘bumper, imposing grillwork, 
‘and hulking stance, 

the Navara's physique 
resembles that of its full- 
sized brother, the Nissan 
Titan. Sieeker and sexier, 
it now stands on 16-inch 
alloy wheels. Front 
foglamps come standard, 
as do chrome side mirror 
housings, and side step 


luminaled gniton awh 
Other conveniences 
‘abound, lke the iluminated 
ignition switch {no more 
fumbling in the dark) 

and the assortment of bins, 
holders and cubby- 

holes for 

everything 

from maps to 

water bottes. 


Itis enough 
to prompt 
erties to cal the Navara “the 
closest thing a truck comes 
toa proper car." 


IT'S ALL ABOUT. 
BEING FIRST “Hn 
AND ONLY. 
Excolence is part ofthe 
Navara's pedigree. 

The Nissan Frontier is the 
firat and oniy truck ine to 
hold the Number One spot 
(based on number of units 
sold) for four consecutive 
years, 


The 
Navara 
keeps the 
Frontier 
tradition of 
innovation, 
‘once again transmission 
reinventing the pickup and 
soting a new benchmark 
with 6 SPEED MANUAL 
TRANSMISSION. Usheard 
ofin pickups, the new 
innovation promises 
enhanced performance and 
better fuel efficiency. 


ladder rame with B cross members 


sr-speed manua 


lt doesn't end there, When 
it comes to firsts, Nissan 
seems lo have pulled out all 


LARGEST FUEL TANK 
CAPACITY (B0, perfect 
for long journeys into the 
rough) and the first to offer 
standard BRAKE ASSIST 
{or sure footing during 
stops. The Frontier is also 
the only pickup to use a 


LADDER TYPE FRAME 
WITH 8 CROSS 
MEMBERS for added 
rigidity and strength to 
dle heavy duty cargo, 
‘and, imit body rol. 


MORE ROOM! 
The new Navara is a 
massive 5,230mm long. 
lts cockpit area is thus 
larger, and bull to more car- 
like dimensions, providing 
a better driving experience 
and a more comfortable ride 
for passengers 
in the rear. 
Most of the 
wheelbase 
increase pushes 
the rear wheels 
further backwards, 
‘end the payoff is 
that the Navara has 
a wider, deeper bed, giving 
you a larger load area. 


from harm. 


U 
MOST POWER! 
Hauling all that load is the 
work of a YD25DDT 2nd 
Generation Common Rail 


UPS 


Turbo Intercooler Diese! 
Engine — the most powerful 
‘one around — pumping out 
174 HORSEPOWER 
RATING AND 403 Nm 

OF TORQUE for 4WD, 
THE MOSTIN ITS CLASS. 
That's more than enough to 
cmb muddy incSines or tow 
a tražerful of goods. Al with 
minimal emissions and 
engine vibration. 


SAFETY ZONE. 
The Navara's construction 
conforms to Nissan's 
patented ZONE BODY 
CONCEPT, with desig- 
nated crumple zones to 
absorb the energy of an 


most powerful engne in ts class 


impact, and a rigid safety 
zone to shelter occupants 


‘The cabin space features 
2 SRS FRONT AIRBAGS, 
side impact beams to guard 
against broadside crashes, 
and 3 point front and rear 
seatbelts. Safeguarding 
driver control on and 


THE RULES REWRITTEN: 

Navara's class leading stats 

with 6 speed MT 

+ Most Horsepower and Torque at 174 Ps 
longer wheelbase for more bed and cabin room 

$ Largest ual tank nis c 


Distributed by Uni 
in xd and 4x2, wit 


off-road, a Limited Sip 
Differential (standard on 4x4 
models) reassigns power to 
the wheels with greatest 
traction. ABS prevents 
wheel lock during sudden 
stops, and ELECTRONIC 
BRAKEFORCE 
DISTRIBUTION balances 
braking power between the 
truck's front and rear end ~ 


ABS, Load Sensing Valve 
2 Elecirome Srakeeree 
Bisbuton 

vital help, especialy with a 
fully loaded bed. A 3rd 
brake lamp provides eariy 
warning to following cars. 


THE NEXT 
FRONTIER FOR 
PICKUPS. 

There is, perhaps, no pickup 
out there that packs more 
innovation per square inch 
than the new Frontier 
Navara. This here, is one 
giant leap for truck kind. 
‘And as is always the case 
with pickups ofthe Frontier 
lineage, it won't be long 
before the rest of truckdom 
follows suit. 
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Reserve your Navara now. 


Text NAVARA +'your name, address; contact number and inquiry to 0918-8NISSAN 
or visit the Nissan dealer nearest you 
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ng of journalists 


PUNO: Translate our creeds into deeds. 


“Tt would be easy to pretend that all 
these attacks on journalists do not have an 
impact, [that they] do not stop reporters 
from pursuing important stories. But, of 
course, they do ... In countries around the 
world, the chilling effect is the same,” he 
said. 


Chilling effect 

He noted that in the Soviet Union, the at- 
tacks on members of the media had damp- 
ened the coverage of issues like corruption, 
organized crime, human rights violations 
and abuse of power. 

Puno said the writ of amparo would ad- 
Gress the murder of journalists, as well as 
other cases of extralegal killings and en- 
forced disappearances. 

The writ of amparo, issued last month, 
by the Supreme Court requires respon- 
dents—whether government officials, 
agencies or private individuals—to take ac- 
tion to resolve a grievance and not merely 
deny the allegation against them. 


End to atrocities 

“We in the judiciary are as heavily invest- 
ed in putting an end to these atrocities as 
you in the media are. We cannot, nor do we 
wish, to wash our hands of the responsibili- 
ty of putting an end to extralegal killings, 
despite how easy it is to lay the blame on 
another branch of government,” Puno 


 suréssed. 


“We cannot in good conscience use the 
passive excuse that we are only empowered 
to decide cases brought to us by the prose- 
cution,” he said. 

The rules for the writ of amparo, he ex- 
plained, were a result of the high court's 
use of its power under the Constitution to 
promulgate rules to protect constitutional 
rights. 

He noted the successful release of one de- 
tained person so far, and hopes that the writ 
of amparo would lead to less incidences of 
extralegal Killings and enforced disappear- 
ances. (Related story on Page Al.) 


Expedient relief 

“We now have reason to hope that these 
extralegal killings and enforced disap- 
pearances will dissipate from our land- 
scape. The writ of amparo addresses 
many of the problems that previously pre- 
vented cases of this nature from seeing ju- 
dicial conclusion, such as lack of witness- 
es and insufficiency of evidence. But most 
importantly, it gives expedient relief to 
those being victimized and prevents the 
victimization of those being threatened,” 
Puno said. 

He added that the media and the judici 
ry would not need physical weapons to 
fight those who want to destroy democracy. 

“The media and the judiciary “also share a 
common commitment to truth, and in up- 
holding this, they only need conscience, 
commitment and courage,” he said. 


Truth is beyond murder 

“Let it be known that to discharge the du- 
ty of preserving the sanctity of truth, you in 
the media and we in the judiciary do not 
need the power of coercion or the power to 
purchase. We need no more than a clear 
conscience, no more than an incorruptible 
commitment, and no more than the 
courage to translate our creeds into deeds,” 
Puno added. 

“Finally, let all remember and let all be 
warned that the light of truth has never 
been extinguished, not by any man, not by 
any might; and that those who try to bury 
truth succeed only in digging their own 
graveyards, for truth is eternal—it cannot 
be extinguished; it is beyond murder,” he 
said. 
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By Jerome Aning 


THREE YEARS AFTER THE MASSACRE OF 
seven workers during a dispersal of a rally 
at Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac, justice re- 
mains elusive to the fallen farm workers 
and their families. 

“Will justice to the victims of Glorietta 
and Batasan bombings be as elusive as to 
the fallen farm workers of Hacienda Luisita 
and their families? 

‘The militant labor group Kilusang Mayo 
Uno raised this question as it led the com- 
memoration yesterday of the massacre 
with a rally at the Bonifacio Shrine in Mani- 
Ja, coinciding with the group's self-declared 
International Day of Action Against Trade 
Union Repression in the Philippines. 

KMU chair Elmer Labog scored the Ar- 
fgyo administration for its failure to prose- 
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After 3 years, justice still 
eludes Luisita victims 


cute and punish the perpetrators of the 
massacre. 

“Three years have passed and no one from 
the military and police forces who conducted 
the violent dispersal in the picket lines of the 
farm workers which resulted to the massacre 
were prosecuted and punished,” he said. 

Even the International Labor Organiza- 
tion (ILO), which received a complaint 
about the carnage, found out that excessive 
force was used against the strikers and their 
supporters, Labog recalled. 

‘The ILO had asked the Philippine govern- 
ment “to identify and punish those responsi- 
ble without further delay” and requested the 
Arroyo administration “to give adequate in- 
structions to the law enforcement authori- 
ties so as to eliminate the danger entailed by 
the use of excessive violence when control- 
ling demonstrations.” 
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In the Announcement Advertisement of the Office of the 
President of the Philippines that appeared on page AG of the 
Inquirer's November 16, 2007 issue, the 3rd and 4th paragraphs 
should have read: 

“Applications and nominations must be submitted not later 
than 26 November 2007 to the undersigned, 10th Floor, 
Presidential Management Staff Building, Arlegui St., Manila, 
Manila, 16 November 2007." 


Our apologies for the error. 
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Failure of command 


USTICE, THE DAVIDE COMMISSION SAID, IN ITS 
inquiry on past coups, is the pressing need of our so- 
ciety. People can endure many things, including 
poverty and its accompanying hunger and disease. But 
there comes a time when injustice becomes so intolerable 
it provokes people to take justice into their own hands. 
Injustice is the fertilizer of rebellion. 
On Nov. 9, Army Scout Rangers and 
EDITORIAL Philippine Marines officers walked 
out of a hearing being conducted by a 
court martial. The basis of the walkout was a document. 
A document, called the pre-trial advice (PTA), is sup- 
posed to be the basis of charges for which a court martial 
is convened to try enlisted men and officers accused of vi- 
olating the Articles of War. This PTA would be the linchpin 
document around which the court martial of Maj. Gen. 
Renato Miranda and 27 others would revolve; with it, the 
court martial could proceed to try them for their with- 
drawal of support from President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
February 2006. 

The wrangling between the prosecution and'defense 
brought up a long-standing contention of the defense: the 
PTA, to this day, remains unsigned by AFP Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon. One of the defense lawyers, 
Alex Avisado, suggested why this was so. He said the PTA, 
which was submitted by Col. Pedro Davila, staff judge ad- 
vocate, actually recommended the disapproval of the pre- 
trial investigation report (PTIR) that was prepared by the 
team headed by Col. Al Perreras. Davila also recommend- 
ed the dismissal of the mutiny charges and the filing, in- 
stead, of the lesser charge of “conduct unbecoming an of- 
ficer and a gentleman.” 

The court martial pointed to a Nov. 17, 2006 memo- 
randum that referred to both the PTIR and the PTA, and 
said the memorandum provided sufficient basis for the 
court martial to be constituted. The defense objected, 
but the court turned down a motion for reconsidera- 
tion. Civilian lawyers for the defense then refused to 
participate in the proceedings any further, until a 
signed PTA could be produced. Meanwhile, the court 
martial declared itself legitimately convened, but un- 
able to continue with the trial in the absence of civilian 
lawyers who had walked out, it tried to appoint Maj. 
Basilio Pooten as counsel for the defense. Pooten de- 
clined. The accused, he said, have aright to a counsel of 
their own choosing. 

‘The Armed Forces of the Philippines has its own sys- 
tem of military justice and its code of conduct, the Arti- 
cles of War, which governs what is acceptable and unac- 
ceptable behavior on the part of members of the mili- 
tary, The limitations on military behavior, no civilian 
can fully comprehend. Notions of honor and account- 
ability are, theoretically, more fully ingrained in the 
military than among their freewheeling civilian coun- 
terparts. 

Soldiers trained to face enemy bullets are therefore ex- 
pected to face head-on a court composed of their peers 
that is convened to try them on charges of violating their 
military code. The soldiers, whose lawyers walked out of 
the court martial, themselves walked out of the proceed- 
ings on a point of military law. Whether the walkout indi- 
cates a truly mutinous bent or is a justifiable demonstra- 
tion of outrage over the AFP chief’s lack of courage to sign 
the PTA in which the charges, he was advised, are too se- 
vere, will naturally be debated. 

What is beyond debate is that had Esperon signed the 
document in question, there would be no doubt about the 
legitimacy of a court martial, which the soldiers were 
willing to face. These aren't officers who did a Gringo 
Honasan. They marched into captivity and willingly 
faced the prospects of a court martial. But why hasn't Es- 
peron dignified the charges with his autograph? As a re- 
sult, he has in his hands a court martial convened under 
his authority, but which now finds itself impotent to im- 
pose its authority. 

This is a failure of command, and only serves to further 
divide an already divided Armed Forces. Esperon must 
move fast to restore the credibility of the institutions of 
military justice. 
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THE RECENT EXPOSÉ OF THE DISTRIBUTION 
of cash bundles in the presidential palace at the 
end of a day-long meeting with legislators and 
local government executives casts new light on 
the evolving nature of Philippine politics. In the 
early years of the nation’s politics, the top offi- 
cials of the land commanded enough awe and 
respect to be able to whip their followers into 
line without having to purchase their loyalty. 
‘This was when moral ascendancy was a key in- 
gredient of political legitimacy, and moral pow- 
er was assiduously protected against erosion. 
So much has changed in the succeeding years. 

‘The concer with one's honor, integrity and 
trustworthiness, which characterized the behav- 
ior of our early politicians, has been replaced by 
an almost exclusive fixation with political capi- 
tal—panty machinery, funds, media popularity 
and political networks. A distrust rating of 46 
percent, Pulse Asia's most recent finding for Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo would have compelled 
a Roxas, a Quirino, a Magsaysay or a Garcia to 
consider stepping down from the presidency. For 
trust, more than solid performance, lies at the 
heart of the Filipino public's valuation of their 
political leaders. When this is low, nothing that a 
president reports about the state of the country 
merits any attention. 

The fact that Ms Arroyo has seen it fit not to 
say anything at all about the payola scandal at 
her doorstep shows the level to which honor, as a 
value, has sunk in the present politcal system. 
From a moral standpoint, this is indeed cause for 
despair But, looking at it objectively, the cash 
distribution at Malacafiang provides interesting 
signs of the transition that the political system is 
undergoing. The system appears hopelessly 
trapped in its own paradox, unable to manage 
the problems it has brought upon itself. 

The resources at the disposal of any leader, 
writes the sociologist Amitai Etzioni, consist basi- 
cally of three types: normative, remunerative 
and coercive. Of these three, the most favored 
and the most effective is normative power. Nor- 


mative power generates moral or dutiful compli- 
ance. Remunerative power, in contrast, only 
breeds calculative compliance. On the other 
hand, coercive power brings out alienated or re- 
sentful compliance. Wise leaders basically rely 
on normative power, resorting to remuneration 
and coercion only sparingly. But the more illegiti- 
mate a leader is perceived to be, the more that 
leader would be inclined to depend heavily on 
remuneration and coercion to maintain power. 
‘That kind of power, by its nature, is short-lived, 

If Ms Arroyo were confident about her grip 
on the presidency, it is doubtful if she would 
deploy the kind of powers she has lately been 
using. Why would she dole out cash to political 
allies who profess to be on her side? She might 
grant favors, but she would not want to appear 
as if she was literally buying political sup- 
port—unless she is still fighting for survival 
andis fast running out of options. 

Because of this, itis hard to imagine how Ms 
‘Arroyo's regime can avoid the fate of the de- 
spised Marcos regime. If it is lucky to survive 
until 2010, it will most likely remain the object 
of so much scorn that anyone it anoints as suc- 
cessor will not be able to proudly wear its coat 
of arms and expect to win ina fair election. The 
results of the 2007 senatorial election gave us 
a foretaste of this. 

Stil, it isimportant to bear in mind that while 
Ms Arroyo is today the most visible symbol of a 
decadent political system, she is not its sole sur- 
viving practitioner. Out there is a whole set of 
aspiring politicians bent on capturing the presi- 
dency, and relying more or lesson the same test- 


ed resources—cash, charisma and connections. 
Even the enlightened among them appear un- 
prepared to go against the culture of patronage 
in which the whole nation is mired. 

Where lies the hope then? I believe the most 
interesting changes are unfolding at the local lev- 
el. New leaders like Pampanga Gov. Ed Panlilio 
are showing the way. He is bent on dismantling 
the structures of patronage in his home province. 
‘And he has done this by simply draining the cash 
‘out ofthe patronage kitty of politicians. When he 
took over as governor, the first thing he did was 
to clean up the system of collecting fees from the 
lahar quarrying operations in the province. The 
resultis dramatic: without raising quarry fees, he 
collected in three months the equivalent of more 
than three years of quarry taxes under the pre- 
ceding administration. In contrast to previous 
practice, these funds are officially and equitably 
disbursed among the various municipal and 
barangay units for specific projects. The channels 
used are institutional and all expenditures are 
audited. No one gets a chance to play the role of 
patron. 

But lo and behold—the mayors of the 
province recently demanded greater control 
over quarrying, something they were content 
to forego under previous administrations 
‘when they were getting a pittance. The provin- 
cial board instantly complied and passed Ordi- 
nance No. 176, effectively taking away from 
the governor the power to supervise the tax 
collection and transferring itto the mayors and 
the municipal and provincial associations of 
quarry operators. It is the old system gasping 
for life. It will take more than one reformist 
governor to overturn patronage politics. But 
the transition is underway, and it cannot be re- 
versed. It is in search of energetic champions, 
and itis good to look at the profiles of the new- 
ly-elected barangay captains to see if there has 
been an infusion of fresh blood. 
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Citizens must play their part in tax administration 


‘THE PHILIPPINES, IN THE '80S, WAS VERY 
often called a Latin American country in Asia, or 
something to that effect. This was so because it 
was the only one in Asia that was going through 
what most of Latin America was experiencing: a 
debt crisis, But recently I heard that we are be- 
ing compared to Italy—the similarity being not 
only that we both have very large informal sec- 
tors but mostly this: while our politics sucks (I 
hasten to point out that Italy has a parliamen- 
tary system), we have both managed to do well 
economically. We're getting up in this world? 

fone still has doubts as to how we are do- 
ing, one merely has to look at the analyses of 
multilateral institutions like the World Bank, 
as well as those of private international finan- 
cial institutions like Deutsche Bank. These two 
are forecasting a 6.7 percent growth for this 
year and a 6.1 to 6.2 percent growth rate for 
2008. Apparently, these institutions don't have 
the same kind of qualms about data fudging 
and overestimation of growth rates that some 
local analysts do. 

Deutsche Bank describes our economic out- 
look as continuing broad-based growth under- 
pinned by very strong consumer confidence 
and remittance flows. More importantly, it ac- 
knowledges that the investment outlook is 
picking up—encouraged presumably by the 
growth of primary spending (government 
spending less interest payments) which, at 
‘over 30 percent annual rate, would “inject sub- 
stantial impulse to the economy, provided the 
money is being channeled to productive and 
growth critical areas.” (emphasis mine) 
Which means, as far as I am concerned, the 
government had better avoid projects like the 
National Broadband Network and Cyber Edu- 
cation—given their allegedly inflated costs. 

World Bank's remarks are positively glow- 
ing (but, of course, one hasto take these with a 
grain of salt; World Bank was also positively 
glowing about the prospects of South Korea 
and Thailand just before they collapsed in the 
late '90s), as it talks about “the highest eco- 
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nomic growth achieved by the Philippines in 
20 years.” 

But if Deutsche Bank cautions the govem- 
ment to spend wisely and well, the World Bank 
reportedly cautions that “The sustained good 
performance on tax administration remains 
Critical to sustaining this positive environment.” 

Can we do that? There's the rub, as Shake- 
speare and Conrad de Quiros would say. 

On the expenditure side, while a good start 
has been made with the House of Representa- 
tives already approving a 2008 budget that, for 
the most part, has its priorities right (a glaring 
“omission” is that the agrarian reform budget is 
slashed, at least in real terms), there could be 
“many a slip twixt cup and lip” as Cato the Elder 
would have said. The Senate or the Bicameral 
Conference Committee can mangle it, as can 
the President herself, for that matter, with her 
power to “realign.” Add to the list the rent-seek- 
ing activities associated with the capital outlay 
budget, procurement and the pork barrel. All 
these “slips” would have a negative effect on 
growth sustainability, if not in the short term, 
very definitely in the medium and long-term. 

‘The good news here is that there is a grow- 
ing counterforce to these slips, particularly to 
the rent-seeking activities—what with organi- 
zations like the Transparency and Accountabil- 
ity Network (TAN), the Philippine Center for 
Investigative Journalism (PCIJ), whistle-blow- 
ers in and out of government, and journalists 
wearing (figuratively) white hats, It is getting 
harder and harder, or so I like to think, for the 
guys in the black hats to get away with their 
nefarious activities. So the prospects are good 


that there won't be so many slips as before. 

What is problematic is the revenue side of 
the government’ fiscal coin, particularly the 
tax revenues, for which the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and the Bureau of Customs are main- 
ly responsible. And the sad fact is that these 
agencies’ tax collections are way below target. 

Even more unfortunate, BIR head Lilian Hefti, 
following most of her predecessors, pointed out 
that the tax revenue targets are too high. This, of 
course, implies that tax collection shortfalls are 
not the fault of the agency that does the collec- 
tion; it is rather the fault of the agency (Neda's 
Development Budget Coordinating Committee) 
that sets the targets. 

It is easy to disabuse the minds of Ms Hefti, 
her predecessors and her successors, as well as 
sympathetic readers and journalists, of this il- 
Tusion once and for all. How? The targets given 
for 2007 are consistent with a Tax Effort Ratio 
(TER)—tax revenues divided by GDP—of 14.7 
percent. That is well below the actual Asean 
average TER of 16 percent. That is also well be- 
low the actual Philippine TER for 1997, which 
‘was 17 percent. And finally, that is also below 
the original target set for 2007, which was 
15.2 percent. 

In other words, the 14.7 percent target for 
2007 can be described as a “mababaw ang kali- 
gayahan” (read: on the low side) target. We 
missed it by a mile in the first half of this year, 
and we're still only at 14.2 percent at the end 
of the third quarter 

Where do the shortfalls come from? Well, 
for starters, there is a news item which says 
that cigarette tax collections for 2007 were 
over a billion pesos lower than what was col- 
lected in 2006. This, despite both economic 
and population growth! Obvious ba? And by 
the way, the largest “leakages” are from the 
business and professional taxpayers. 

Bottom line: Do we want to do our bit for 
the country? We need to do two things: closely 
monitor government expenditures and pay the 
correct taxes. 
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‘THE CURRENT FACE OF PHILIPPINE POVERTY 
is that of little Mariannet Amper, from Ma-a, 
Davao City, only 12 years old, who apparently 
died by her own hand on Now. 2, 2007, leaving 
behind an eloquent diary revealing her intense 
yet resigned feelings about her family’s lot. (On 
Nov. 15, the Davao City autopsy report said that 
she had been sexually abused some time earlier, 
but did not dispute the suicide.) 

Mariannet Amper’s face and words could have 
‘been the final impetus for the administration's 
formation of an “Anti-Hunger Task Force,” which 
met on Nov. 7, with President Macapagal-Arroyo 
ordering the budget secretary to release P1 bil- 
lion for anti-hunger projects of the various task 
force members. The next day, however, Agricul- 
ture Secretary Arthur Yap said “I want it all.” 
("Yap wants entire P1-B hunger mitigation fund 
for DA projects,” Philippine Star, 11/9/07) Know- 
ing that the Department of Agriculture initially 
suppressed its own Bureau of Agricultural Statis- 
tics’ August 2006 national survey estimate that 
19 percent of households suffered from hunger, 
and has no plan for BAS to survey hunger any fur- 
ther, I do not have high expectations about the 
‘current DA's ideas for fighting hunger. 

Mariannet’s story brings to mind the image of 
Mang Pandoy, the poor man (Felipe Natanio) who 
made headlines during the 1992 presidential 
campaign by offering to have himself killed in ex- 
change for P100,000 to be given to his family. 

When Mang Pandoy came on the scene, 15 
years ago, many political leaders made resolu- 
tions to solve the poverty problem. Fifteen years 
is time enough to make a dent in the fight against 
poverty, if words are truly converted into actions, 
Now the story of Mariannet is spurring fresh reso- 
lutions to fight poverty. And yes, these resolutions 


may—though hopefully they will not—lead to” 


fresh frustrations. 

‘But even at the risk of renewed frustration, one 
must continue the fight, and do whatever one can, 
‘The war on poverty matters too much, to think of 
surrender. Activists must keep up their advocacy. 


Bese tas HAS BECOME A BUZZWORD 
today. 

‘This word is now commonly used by both edu- 
cation stakeholders and the Department of Educa- 
tion to describe an activity—or a set of activi- 
ties—that seeks to enhance teaching competencies 
in specific subject areas like English, Science and 
Math. Many people interchange “mentoring” with 
“skills tutoring” for teachers who need to brush up 
on their classroom techniques or content mastery. 

‘The Foundation for Worldwide People Power 
(FWWPP) popularized the term “mentoring” in 
2003 when it developed the revolutionary Men- 
toring the Mentors Program (MMP) and ran suc- 
cessful pilot implementations for principals and 
‘master teachers in the DepEd’s Iloilo City Schools 
Division. 

‘Today, MMP is routinely implemented -at the 
schools division level, and it is consistently well re~ 
ceived by many DepEd regions. The program is run 
by Ms Chinit Rufino together with a team of educa- 
tion experts. The concerned DepEd superintendent 
figures prominently in every MMP implementation. 

"The EWWPP's definition of the mentoring pro- 
cess significantly departs from common usage. 
Rather than aiming to correct certain perceived 
“teaching deficiencies,” MMP's approach is to en- 
courage an atmosphere where teachers continu- 
ously and reflexively encourage learning by guid- 
ing and counseling their students through the dif- 
ferent stages oftheir studies. 

Many new or less-experienced teachers often. 
find themselves overwhelmed by the demands of 
their calling. In high school or college, the first 
day of class is euphemistically called “the getting- 
to-know-you phase.” For many teachers, it is ac- 
tually the “Day of Reckoning.” 

Even before she utters the first word of her lec- 
ture, her students silently take stock of the person 
standing before them with unforgiving eyes and 
ears, 

Is the teacher neat and pleasant to look at, or 
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Writers must write, artists must do their art. 

Since politicians are good at making promises, 
they should continue A them; even promise- 
making serves a social function. Suppose citizens 

t convinced of the impossibility of improvements 

m the present order? Besides, those who actually 
keep their promises will surely be appreciated. 

Social scientists must continue their work, 
which requires doing the measurements that pro- 
vide materials to analyze. But we in social survey- 
ing must appreciate the superior capacity of indi- 
vidual images like those of Mang Pandoy and 
Mariannet Amper to capture hearts and minds, 
Indeed, even outright fiction—witness Rizal's 
“Noli” and “Fili"—can be more powerful than 
thoroughly documented history. 

Be not deceived by smiling faces. The fact 
that poor Filipinos smile a lot doesn’t mean that 
they don't suffer from deprivation. It only means 
that many find ways to be happy (masaya), de- 
spite their suffering. To begrudge happiness to 
the poor serves no useful Tean see, 

The last time that Social Weather Stations sur- 
veyed happiness, which was in November 2006, 
83 percent of adults said they were Very/Fairly 
Happy, and only 17 percent said they were Not 
Very/Not At All Happy. 

‘The national proportion of households suffering 
involuntary hunger was already a very high 19 
percent at that time, or some 3.3 million out of the 
national total of 17.4 million households. Of the 
3.3 million, 2.6 million suffered moderately (hun- 
gry not mote than a few times) and about 700,000 
suffered severely (hungry often or always). 

‘The national hunger of 19 percent in Novem- 
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does her fashion sense betray her? Does she speak 
clearly, in firm and even tones or do students have 
to strain to make some sense of her barely intelli- 
gible mumbling? Most crucially, would her stu- 
dents look forward to the next day of class rather 
than think of her as additional fodder for their 
daily drudgery? 

In grade school, the pupils’ experience is more 
visceral. Is she kind and gentle? Is her voice warm 
and friendly? Will I have a lot of fun? Will she 
take care of me when my mother is away? 

‘Teachers can and do feel isolated in the class- 
room. They struggle to apply their knowledge and 
skills to real situations in class. As they adjust to 
their new environment, their confidence is tested. 
Some get confused, discouraged or frustrated. 
(Others even decide to give up teaching altogether. 

FWWPP’s Mentoring the Mentors Program 
submits that this situation need not happen pro- 
vided a culture of mentoring exists among teach- 
ers in their respective schools, districts and divi- 
sions. All activities nationwide are coordinated by 
Dr. Evelyn Mejillano. 

‘What makes a mentor special? 

All of us have had teachers, some of whom we 
can barely remember. But we never forget our 
mentors. He or she did not just teach us how to 
read books, write paragraphs or solve math prob- 
lems. Our mentor empowered us to successfully 
deal with life itself. 

A mentor is a wise and trusted adviser, one who 
commands respect by virtue of experience and 
wisdom gained over time. He or she plays a signif- 
icant role in shaping another person's life. 

Inthe context of the MMB this means that experi- 
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‘ber 2006 was the average of 14 percent in house- 
holds with Very Happy adult members, 19 per- 
centin those with Fairly Happy adults, 31 percent 
in those with Not Very Happy adults, and 36 per- 
cent in those with Not At All Happy adults. Hap- 
piness is inversely related to hunger; but it does 
not exclude hunger 

The category of severely hungry covered an 
estimated 670,000 households. At one end were 
180,000 who were nonetheless Very Happy, and 
at the other were 50,000 who were Not At All 
Happy. The 50,000 Not At All happy were com- 
posed of about 40,000 often hungry and 10,000 
always hungry. 

Perhaps, in this group of 10,000 households, 
experiencing both the worst hunger and the least 
happiness, there was a single, sensitive, troubled, 
and articulate child who, by ending her life out of 
sheer despair, impressed the Filipino people 
much more than any statistics could. 


World Pool. Congratulations to both champi- 
on Darryl Peach of England and runner-up Rober- 
to “Superman” Gomez of the Philippines in the 
2007 Philippines World Pool Championship. 
Peach had been seeded second in his original 
group of eight in the first round, Gomez made 
history as the first non-seeded player to ever 
reach the final of this event. 

‘Considering national winnings in the knock- 
out events, England, a long-shot with only four 
entrants, won $124,000, and the Philippines, a 
favorite with 15 entrants, won $83,500, account- 
ing for over half of the total prize money of 
$400,000. Next were Taipei ($35,500), Hungary 
($20,000), Japan ($14,500), Germany 
($12,500), United States ($11,500), Finland 
($10,000), Netherlands ($9,500), Serbia 
($7,000), Australia and Vienam ($5,000 each), 
Canada and Russia ($4,500 each), and Korea, 
Malta and Poland ($3,000 each). 

Contact SWS: www.sws.org.ph or maharman- 
gahas@sws.org.ph. 


A special kind of teacher 


enced teachers are primed to help and guide “new- 
bies” through the different stages oftheir careers. 

More specifically, the program design com- 
bines concepts and strategies from the Teaching 
Effectiveness Course (TEC) and the Faculty For- 
mation Program (FFP) of the Assumption Col- 
lege. The TEC is currently being implemented by 
the University of the Philippines for its faculty 
who have no professional teacher training back- 
ground but who have been asked to teach their 
profession. The FFP is given to faculty members 
of both formal and non-formal schools in the As- 
sumption College's system. 

Mentoring is never done haphazardly. It entails 
the preparation of a carefully considered Personal 
Development Plan where the teacher-participants 
make a sober assessment oftheir strong and weak 
points, both at the personal and professional level. 
‘Through highly interactive modules, the partici- 
pants put their teaching strategies to the test as 
they carry out their Personal Development Plan. 
Continuously, the participants evaluate them- 
selves and their peers, Keeping themselves focused 
on their goals and adjusting their plans if need be, 
Finally, the participants—who are now “mentors- 
in-training"— endeavor to range what they have 
eared against the real-world swans obain- 
ing in their respective schools. 

‘Solid teaching skills, strategies and content mas- 
tery techniques are ‘the fundamental building 
blocks of the MMB but principals and master teach- 
ers from almost all DepEd regions invariably point 
to the newfound sense of community and purpose 
asthe main reasons why they find value in the MMP 
sessions. Itis not enough that we know the teaching 
manual from cover to cover, they say. We have to 
eam our students trust and confidence as we guide 
them through the various learning phases. 


Butch Hernandez is the executive director of the 
Foundation for Worldwide People Power. E-mail 
comments to butchhernandes@gmail.com 


Zubiri vs the Senate 


MISDIRECTED FIRE. AS EXPECTED, FIERCE 
Arroyo loyalist Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri used his 
question time to downplay whistle-blower Pam- 
panga Gov. Ed Panlilio's testimony at the start of 
the Senate inquiry Wednesday into Malacafiang's 
“cash gifts 

In doing so, however, Zubiri only managed to 
antagonize fellow senators—and provide amuse- 
ment to the gallery 

Repeating House Deputy Speaker Amelita Vil- 
larosa’s claim that the cash gifts came from the 
Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) political 
party, Zubiri put committee chairman Sen. Alan 
Peter Cayetano on the spot by asking whether re- 
ceiving party funds was illegal per se. 

“As a matter of fact, I can recall [that] Senate 
President Manny Villar said that he's treating the 
Nacionalista Party {the party to which Cayetano 
belongs] to a trip to Egypt in the Nile River. I wish 
T could have joined them, but T'm not a member of 
the Nacionalista Parry,” Zubiri said tauntingly, as 
Cayetano hedged his answer, 

He then directed his taunting at Senate Majori- 
ty Leader Francis Pangilinan, when the latter 
pointed out that Zubiri's question was “prema- 
ture" since Villarosa has not explained herself be- 
fore the Senate, 

Zubiri petulantly shot back: “But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I don’t think that the majority floor leader 
understands my questio 

"I understand it fully, Mr, Chairman,” Pangili- 
nan replied, levelly, "Maybe the young senator 
does not understand my position.” 

Refusing to back down, Zubiri moved to sus- 
pend the hearing, ostensibly to let Pangilinan 
cool his head because he's a little bit edgy.” 

‘A steely Pangilinan replied, “Allow me just to 
say my head is very cool, Mr. Chairman,” prompt- 
ing another remark from Zubiri that Pangilinan 
should notraise his voice. 

Atthis point, Cayetano intervened to tell Zubiri 
that his question was hypothetical and then went 
on to answer hypothetically, explaining that the 
Senate was still determining whether laws on 
bribery and party contributions were violated. 

Tretermined m haua tha Int red 7nhiri mada 


a final snide remark: “Thank you very much for 
that answer. That is all wanted to hear.” 
Pangilinan's eyebrows shot up but otherwise 
the majority floor leader bit back a reply. While 
the gallery enjoyed their laugh, the rest of the 
senators let the incident pass without further 
comment. D. Paszibugan 


PINOYS EVERYWHERE. On a recent working 
trip this reporter made to the United States, 
she discovered that the Philippines was every- 
where in America, whether on a street in 
Washington, D.C., a market in Seattle or a food 
court in a Honolulu mall. 

Three days into the trip organized by the US 
State Department's Foreign Press Center for 
‘Asean journalists, this reporter was pleasantly 
surprised when, walking down the street to 
grab a takeout dinner, she heard a woman say 


It was a Filipina i 

somebody on the phone, excitedly sharing a 
story in conversational Taglish. This reporter 
had never been too glad to eavesdrop, but the 
pleasure was only for hearing somebody else 
speak Filipino. 

‘At the famous Pike Place market in Seattle, 
when she complained about the freezing cold 
with a hearty “Lamig!” she was startled to hear 
somebody reply in Filipino. “Kailan ka pa di- 
to?” a woman said to her. 

‘The woman, in her 50s, said she has been 
living in the US for decades but came to visit 
home yearly. When asked if there was any Fil- 
ipino restaurant nearby, she gladly walked me 
to one that served the staple dishes: adobo, 
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good as what I usually had back home, but I 

was only too glad to get a taste of home that 

day. (The dishes, however, were a bit too 
ity) 

Later that day, this reporter was again sur- 
prised to meet a group of fellow Filipinos on a 
duck tour around Seattle. The three friends, 
on vacation in the city, were as surprised as 
she was when she started talking to them in 
Filipino. 

This reporter had also been told about how 
Hawaii has become home to too many Fil- 
ipinos (if not too many Tlocanos), but it was 
still a treat to meet some of them. 

‘Ata food court in a Honolulu mall, I had a 
blast ordering takeout lunch in Filipino with 
the Filipina cashier. 

While waiting for a delayed flight at the 
Honolulu airport, I met another Filipina 
cashier at a souvenir shop. Having been away 
for 20 years, she was just delighted to meet a 
Filipino who was not living in Hawaii. 

Myrna had a bunch of questions about 
home, especially about politics. We chatted for 
a good 30 minutes, just catching up as if we 
had known each other for years. When it was 
time for me to go, she gave me a hug and a 
wide smile. T Quismundo 


BLAST FROM THE PAST. From the May 3, 1988 
issue ofthe Philippine Daily Inquirer: 

Defense Secretary Fidel V Ramos thrice par- 
ried questions by reporters on his comments on 
further verbal attacks made by Sen. Emesto 
Maceda against him on Wednesday. 

“Smile” was all the secretary could say to all 
the questions as he explained that it was the only 
topic taken up in the Cabinet meeting early that 
day. He didn't just smile, he actually said the 
word. Thrice in that press conference. 

Ramos said it was agreed in that Cabinet meet- 
ing that the members keep off controversial word 
‘wars with Congress, as Executive Secretary Catal- 
ino Macaraig works out something to patch up 
differences between members of the two branch- 
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Seeing through Papa 


‘YESTERDAY WAS PAPAS 60TH BIRTHDAY, WHEN I SPOKE 
to him over the phone with Mama by his side, he almost 
broke into tears, His sonorous but firm voice cracked. I could 
feel in that voice that as he held his emotion, he was like a 
dam about to burst. He was grateful and overwhelmed that 
his three grown-up sons and daughter remembered him on 
his birthday. Our voices were enough to comfort him and 
Mama in their lone ——————— 
ness in an old ances- 
tral house in a far- 
sway province. 

1 ought Pay 
hed changed o 
much but I soon real- 
ized that it was us, 
his children, who 
did. Of course, his 
hair has turned gray, 
his movements have 
been slowed by his weary muscles and aching joints, but am 
referring to these traces of aging. 

used to see Papa as a fearsome young fellow, incapable of 
mercy and compassion. He was an embodiment of forbid- 
ding authority illogical and unjust. 

‘When we were growing up, our lives were defined by his 
unbending rules. At home, Papa's words were the law and his 
hands were a formidable weapon of discipline. A slight in- 
fraction would surely catch his ire. He would glare at us and 
‘when things turned to worse, he was ready to unleash his re- 
proach, making sure that our childish whims would not be 
Tepeated, For us, his children and my young cousins, Papa 
was a fellow who deprived us of all the things a child should 
have or enjoy. 

Papa did not allow us to eat sweets, candies and choco- 
lates. It mattered not that they were gifts on special occa- 
sions like birthdays. He always said that they would destroy 
our teeth, He never gave us money because it would spoil us; 
it was not good for us to get used to having money in our 
hands. He didn’t want us to have the img sion that we had 
more than enough. He didn’t indulge us with toys. Instead he 
lavished us with books and the Encyclopedia. We thought it 
was unfair, but we complained only in our minds or when he 
was not listening, 

He was very angry when he caught us playing cards even 
though he knew we were not gambling, 

‘There were no computer games either. We had our time 
for TV only on weekends when there were no classes. At 
nights, we had to be home by six o'clock, or else our young 
skin would get a taste of his brown leather belt. Before eating 
supper, we would pray the rosary, besides our going to Mass 
every Sunday. For him, it was a mortal sin to take lightly our 
faith, and until now he still believes so. 

On weekends, he would see to it that we do house chores, 
even supervising us as we performed our assigned tasks 
‘mumbling our protestations to ourselves. 

‘There were not just a few times that I envied my friends 
and wished to have been born in someone else's home or to 
other parents, There were times that I would cry till 1 would 
fall asleep, but Papa would never show a sign that he had a 
change of heart. There were countless times when my rebel- 
lious heart prodded me to run away or secretly curse him for 
‘what he was doing to us. Papa, 1 thought, was “over-disci- 
plining” us and I wanted to hate him and make him feel sorry 
for it. It seemed to him that for Papa everything that children 
found to be good, enjoyable, innocent and thrilling was bad. 
And I thought, life would have been so beautiful but for a fa- 


Younc BLoop 
Daniel Doligon 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


ly, it was also during those times that I could not 
find a reason to fight him, Things seemed confusingly right 
and worked smoothly: I may not have found the reason he 
treated us that way, neither did I find one to hate him. I tried 
to look for faults in him but every time I did, I always ended 
up in dead ends. I tried to paint him as a monster like the 
ones I saw in the movies, but he wouldn't fit the picture. I felt 
so powerless because I felt the warmth of his love every time 
he reprimanded us for the wrongs we did. 

Papa is still the same father I have known for 25 years. 
Though his hands are already frail, wearied by work and 
wrinkled by age. He barely scolds us now or imposes his 
rules, His voice is still firm but calm and comforting. His 
words are rules no more but nuggets of life's wisdom, a com- 
pass in our life's journey. 

Papa's ways were not easy for both children and parents; 
there were neither short cuts nor candy-coated words. There 
was no room for pampering or childish indulgences. He 
knew that we could end up hating him for the way he disci- 
plined us but Papa was willing to pay the price. He knew that 
he had a great responsibility before him. 

When our tears dried up and our hurts somehow light- 
ened, he would tell usin a calm and soothing tone that what 
he was doing was for us. Of course, we did not understand 
him then. It took us years to realize what he meant—that be- 
hind the spanks, his angry stares and occasional curses was a 
caring and loving heart that wouldn't give up on us. And 1am 
glad he didn't. 

Papa loves us so much. His ways might have been imper- 
fect, but they grew out of his loving heart. 


Daniel Doligon, 25, is a 3rd year San Beda law student. He 
wrote this article a few months ago before his Papa decided to 
go abroad to look for greener pastures. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
‘excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
‘published. 
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Overflowing 

“The discretionary funds of Presidents are over- 
flowing. Sharing this occasionally is a normal thing 
that] have personally experienced.” 
T Environment Secretary Lito Ariensa 


Party to bribery 

“Corruption is so ingrained in the political system 
that people like Secretary Atienza can admit being a 
party to bribery without even [batting] an eyelast 
—Kilusang Mayo Uno chair Elmer Labog 
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[Sumi Not to blame for Mariannet'’s deat! 
Heartless people around GMA LETTERS : 1 WAS OFFENDED TO meu eea 


E . bar story on Mariannet Ampers death Tam not guilty of stealing from the na- 
)SPRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS nation. The Arroyo administration lacks all ‘Abcommmam (We are ali to blame for her death,” In- tional coffers or squandering precious re- 


blamed “politicians and groups without the political will to curb corruption and EAT- gunn, 11/8/07), which refered to “the sources (hat should have gone to social 
heart and soul” for the worsening poverty scandals. Corruption is the main reason time she speaks of heartless and soulless moral lesson conveyed by some of the services spending), and therefore, I am 
in the country. She did it at a meeting of why the poor remain poor and those in people, it would do her-well to first prac- country’s religious leaders.” The story car- not guilty of causing widespread hanger 
the National Anti-Poverty Commission. power become rich. Worse, the people tice how to say those words in front ofa ied a quote: "Not only the government, desperation and utter helplessness red 
(Cinguiner, 11/14/07) who are involved in corruption and scan- mirror. but somehow we are all to blame for the not tell me I am also to blame for the 
GMA might have forgotten thatshe and dals are members of her social and politi- —CARLITOD.BISA, fare of a 12-year-old girl in Davao, who short, sad life of Mariannet. 

her political sycophants are among those cal cliques. Pallocan West, took her own life because she was poor” Iam not guilty because it is not my per- 
heartless and soulless inhabitants of this What we hear from Ms Arroyo are just Batangas City4200 Excuse me, but I am neither overcome sonal failure that Mariannet lived in 

with guilt or shame or stricken with re- poverty and died because of it, so do not 


Field officers used as ‘shock absorbers’ for Comelec’s failure morse. Tam sure T am not alone in saying manipulate me into feeling that T am 
y this: I am not guilty of driving a young somehow responsible for her death. 
"THESE PAST FEW DAYS, THEFIELDOFFI- honoraria; a day after, they received the indeed is very painful to wait for a well- child to her death, so do not lay blame on Itis irresponsible, tasteless even to sug- 
cers of the Commission on Elections have other half. Their bones were weary and deserved compensation. me. Do not take me on a guilt trip. Ifthere gest that we are all to blame for what hap- 
been hounded no end by those who served tired, but they were happy for they were But they are barking up the wrong is a moral lesson here, it is a lesson for pened. Itis offensive that the INqumRER pub- 
as board of election tellers (many of them paid immediately This is not the casetoday. tree—the field officers of the Comelec are President and her economic planners who lished such a despicable view side by side 
teachers) in the just concluded synchro- Worse, the pay is already comparatively justata loss. ‘as they are. These Comelecof- like to make a hype of economic growth with the story about an unfortunate life 
nized barangay and Sangguniang Ka- much lower, yetit’s been so delayed. ficials cannot even tell the teachers where rates and ignore the fact that the incidence and death of a child. The Inquirer should 
bataan elections. Weeks have passed since We commiserate with the election to inquire, if only to appease their anger. of hunger has been increasing, that the have solicited other people's reactions and 
the Oct. 29 elections, but they have yet to tellers. We respect their right to be indig- They are now the “shock absorbers” forthe number of desperate people climbing bill- statements, instead of setting for a knee- 
receive the honoraria due them for their nant, especially with all the news going failure of their superiors. The high-ranking boards or holding their children hostage jerk, warmed over, tasteless statement that 
services. around that money, by the hundreds of officials of the Comelec should save them because they couldn't find a job is becom- didn't correctly put things in perspective 
‘Last May, a day before the senatorial and thousands of pesos, has been distributed from that predicament. ing more frequent, and that 10.8 percent —LANI C. VILLANUEVA, 
local elections, the election tellers—except to congressmen and local officials for no —NESTOR SEGISMUNDO, ofthe country’s population still survives on 124-B Scout Limbaga St., 
for a few, perhaps—were given half of their apparent reason. Given this situation, it tongquijote@yahoo.com just $1 a day, and another 41.2 percent Barangay Sacred Heart, Quezon City 


Mariannet’s suicide: 
turn rage into action 


ALLOW ME TO EXPRESS MY SADNESS OVER 
Mariannet Amper’s death. It saddened me 
more to read that a public official brushed off 
Mariannet’s suicide as an “isolated” case, (IN- 
‘ourrer, 11/9/07) 

Iam a volunteer “street educator” for street 
children as well as for children in need of spe- 
cial protection. 

‘The “public official” referred to in the news 
report is wrong. There are a lot of children who 
live miserably, without much hope of a better 
future, The death of even one of them hurts the 
nation. 

We pray that the indignation over Mariannet’s 
death would translate into action, otherwise, we 
would all remain part of the problem, We pray 
that our collective indignation would open a lot 
of “eyes” and move others to support programs 
for our marginalized children, We pray that the 
Church leaders would go beyond words. After 
all, “a Christian is a concemed citizen.” 

—LINA MELECIOTAN, 
Liwawa Ed Asinan Foundation, 
Dagupan City, inatan_leaf@yahoo.com 


DENR in wrong hands 


IN NUEVA VIZCAYA, ENVIRONMENT SECRE- 
tary Lito Atienza said that we are poot because 
we don't know how to make wise use of our 
natural resources. (INQUIRER, 10/27/07) Com- 
ing from a staunch supporter of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and from someone who 
finds nothing wrong with the distribution of 
millions of pesos in “cash gifts” to governors 
and mayors last Oct. 11 in Malacafiang, these 
words are hard to believe. 

‘When government projects are tainted with 
bribery, its easy to guess who truly benefits 
from the mining of our mineral resources. A 
poor country desperately offering itself to large- 
scale mining and logging is not any different 
from hungry natives selling their vital organs to 
tich foreigners. The immediate beneficiaries of 
such deals are the local middlemen. 

The little income that a host community earns 
from logging or mining activities snot enough to 
fix the damage done to the environment. The 
community becomes the poor man who has sold 
akidney. 

In its Oct. 30 issue, the Inouimer reported a 
massive fish kill off the coast of Rapu-Rapu, Al- 
bay, a host to the mining operations of Lafayette 
Inc. A friend, a professor from the National Insti- 
tute of Geological Sciences at UP Diliman, was 
part of a government-formed committee that in- 
‘vestigated, more than a year ago, the mining op- 
erations in Rapu-Rapu. The committee strongly 
recommended the closure of the mines. Mala- 
cafiang chose to disregard the recommendation, 

Itis difficult to trust the government's open: 
door policy on mining when the ever juicy post 
of environment secretary is occupied by some- 
one who sees nothing wrong with payoffs. 

—MERCEDITAS DATUIN, 
165 Maginhawa St., 
UP Village, Quezon City 


Morally reprehensible 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE LETTER “NEAS 
abolition won't make good economic, social 
sense.” nouen, 11/6/07) 
The question is not whether the National 
Food Authority benefits farmers. The NFA cer- 
tainly benefits some. But at what cost? If we 
were to factor the cost of keeping the NFA into 
the price of NFA rice, would we be paying a 
lower price for imported rice? 1 doubt it. It is 
also morally reprehensible that rice consumers 
are forced to subsidize, through their taxes, 
rice producers. 
Tm sure, if consumers were given the choice, 
they would buy cheaper rice. (Ie wouldn't mat- 
ter to them ifthe rice is local or imported.) And 
why shouldn't they? Consumers should have 
the right to do what they want with the money 
they rightfully earn. This is the essence of the 
free market that the NFA criticizes, 
Free markets mean everyone has the right to 
be free to buy/sell whatever from/to whomev- 
er they want, at a mutually agreed price, with- 
out being forced or defrauded to do so. Anti- 
free market advocates simply think they havea 
right to a decent livelihood that overrides a 
‘consumer's right to choose. 
Glorietta 4 © 3rd | 5 M ‘The leter-writer noted that Thai rice has a 
: 2 x landed cost of P14 per kilo and may end up 
rd Level f with a selling price higher than P18 per kilo. 
K Then why don't we just remove all trade barri- 
ers to rice if local rice is apparently cheaper?. 

But doubt his calculations. 


—MARK BELO, 
36 Bonifacio St, 
Ayala Heights, Diliman, Quezon City 
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Comfort camp for children with cancer 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Bacolod City 


FIRST-OFITS-KIND CAMP 
A= brought children with 
cancer in Negros Occidental 
and those with parents afflicted by 
the disease together to share their 
fears, find support and rediscover fun. 
‘The Suntown Camp at Maryshore was 
held in Talisay City on Nov. 3-5 with 30 chi 
dren from the two groups participating, Dr. 
Marvie Abesamis, who co-directed the 
camp with Millie Kilayko, said 

Although camps of children with can- 
cer had been set up in the past, itis impor- 
tant to also involve children who have 
parents with cancer because nobody is re- 
ally taking care of their pain, said 
Abesamis, a renowned oncologist and 
chair of the Kapisanan ng May K sa Pilip- 
inas, 

If a mother has cancer, the father is pre- 
occupied with caring for her and the chil- 
dren are left out, she said. The parents 
think they are too young to be involved 
with what is happening. 

By making the children aware of the 
disease, they will overcome the feeling of 
helplessness, develop strength so they 
can move on, and know it is all right to 
still have fun, Dr. Estrella Agustin, chair 
of the University of Philippines Depart- 
ment of Family Life and Child Develop- 
ment and one of the assistant camp direc- 
tors, said. 

The camp also helps them become aware 
that they are not alone, Agustin said. 

Usually children living through cancer 
are told by their friends in school to be 
strong, but at the camp, the people they 
meet allow them to cry and express their 
fears, she said. 

When Suntown Camp was mounted, a 
worried Jelly Ann Agudo, 17, of Bago City 
‘wept on the first day, and camp volunteers 
took some time to coax her into sharing 
what was troubling her. 

Agudo, whose father is a farmer, was cry- 
ing because her mother Melinda, 43, has 
breast cancer and they do not have any 
money for her chemotherapy. 

“I want my mother to get well but we do 
not have the means to help her,” he said. 

For so long, she has kept her worries to 
herself. She was glad to be able to cry and 
tell others at the camp how she feels, Agudo 
said. 

The camp poet, Sky Luke Rodriguez, 16, 
who has leukemia, wrote: “When you say I 
love you, you are prepared to give up and 
risk everything, and to suffer and endure 
every single pain that comes your way 
when you start loving that person.” 


Fun and wishes 

The camp participants were brought 
to the Museo sang Bata sa Negros in 
Sagay City, an interactive museum that 
enables children to learn about marine 
life and the preservation of the environ- 
ment 

Tt was a rare chance for them to put their 
worries aside and be children again. 

Lorenz Mapiscay, 12, of Bacolod City, 
said his mother had had cancer for a 
year and his wish was for her to be hap- 
py. Being at the camp was a treat, he 
said, because it meant not having to car- 
ry heavy cans of water for a couple of 
days. 

Joel Berden, 8, who has had leukemia 
since 2002, said he was still undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

Berden, a son of a welder from Barangay 
Mandalagan in Bacolod told the volunteers 
that his wish was to eat lechon (roasted 
pig). In Sagay City his face lit up when vol- 
unteers led him to the lechon he wanted for 
lunch. 

Cancer patient Renxon Soriba, 8, said his 
wish was to go to Lopue’s East Center, a 
mall in Bacolod, so camp volunteer Mika 
Lopue promised to take him there. 

Mia Angela Hulleza, 19, said her cancer 
had recurred after three years and she had 
just gone through chemotherapy, but she 
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SCHOLASTICA Sayson with Kassandra 


MUSEUM guide Pia Mae Repaso, left, explains the parts of a fish to the camp participants. 


was happy to be at the camp. “It is fun, Tlike 
to go places,” she said. 

Assumption Class "65 alumnae set up a 
Christmas tree and giant snowman as a sur- 
prise for the children at Maryshore on the 
night of Nov. 4. They also gave the children 
presents and danced with them. 

The children’s wants and wishes are so 
simple that it does not take much to make 
them happy, Dr. Alvin Parreño, a Bacolod 
pediatrician and one of the assistant direc- 
tors, said. 

He said the camp was a start, but support 
groups would have to be created to carry on 
the work. 

“I am so grateful they gave Kassandra 
bthree'days of happiness. It was a treat for 
bher could never give on my own,” a grand- 

mother of 9-year-old camp participant Kas- 
sandra Dampitan said 

‘The woman has been undergoing treat- 
ment for breast cancer for two years now. 
She took Dampitan into her care when the 
girl's family fell apart when she was 4 years 
old. 

Dampitan’s mother, Kelly Ann, is a side 
walk vendor in Alabang, Metro Manila, and 
could not afford to take care of Kassandra 
and her younger brother after her husband 
sold their house and was eventually jailed. 


Faith and a piggy bank 

Forone participant, a lot of faith and a lit- 
tle boy's piggy bank were what saved her 
life when she was 3 years old 

Janica Mariz Bantigue was ‘diagnosed in 
1998 to have acute lymphocytic leukemia 
(ALL), a type of cancer of the blood and 
bone marrow where blood cells are made. 

Her father Jessie, who runs a sari-sari 
store in Purok Katilingban, Barangay Bana- 
g0, Bacolod, and mother Mary Ann, who 
works as a teller of Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. in Bacolod, attribute 
her recovery to their strong faith in God, 
her courage and a little boy's sacrifice. 

Janica’s treatment would require at least 
half a million pesos, but her parents did not 
have that much money. 

Dinah Ocixio, an officemate of Mary 
‘Ann, came to work one day with a piggy 
bank full of coins. Her son Bimboy Oxinio, 
7, had given up his entire savings of P200 to 
help Janica. 

The act of kindness triggered a chain re- 
action, with officemates contributing a lit- 
tle while another came up with a poster 
asking for help for Janica and faxed it to 
other PLDT branches all over the country. 
Contributions started coming in. 

PLDT Bacolod assistant operations man- 
ager Rene Lescano sent one of Janica's 
posters to Mat Luga, a PLDT vice president, 
who informed then PLDT Chair Antonio 
Cojuangco about the case. Cojuangco im- 
mediately offered to pay for all of Janica’s 
medical expenses. 

‘Janica underwent chemotherapy and she 
was cancer-free at the age of 8 years. 

5} Bantigue is now 12 years old and a Grade 
6 honor student and declaimer at the Ba- 
colod Christian Center. She is no longer 
bald and frail. For four years now, she has 
been cancer-free. 


Volunteerism lauded 

Also lending their expertise to the 
camp were Dr. Isabel Melgar of the De- 
partment of Psychology of the Ateneo de 
Manila University, and museum curator 
Lilibeth Cordova, one of the assistant di- 
rectors 

They said they were inspired and 
‘touched by the spirit of volunteerism at 
'Suntown. The volunteers are overflowing, 


and there is popular, political will, they 
said. 

‘Suntown Camp 1 is the first of a series of 
activities being organized for children af- 
fected by cancer, Kilayko said. 

“Those who gave their time, talent and 
treasures toward the fulfillment of the 


camps’ objectives are vignettes of the true 
love of God transported into human experi- 
ence,” shé said. 

‘The camp was funded by donations from 
firms and individuals. It is still accepting 
donations and Kilayko can be reached at 
suntowncamp@yahoo.com. 
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Cebu to Iloilo 
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By Alex Pal 
Dumaguete City 


NVIRONMENTALISTS ARE 

keeping a tight watch on the 

Department of Energy's oil ex- 
ploration drilling in Tañon Strait that 
‘was supposed to start this week. 

The drilling was to take place on board a 
floating oilrig, which was towed to the site, 
about three kilometers off the coast of 
Aloguinsan and Pinamungahan towns in 
Cebu. These areas are directly across La 
Libertad and Jimalalud towns in Negros 
Oriental. 

But the scientists feared the possible 
harm that the noise of underwater blasting 
would have on sea creatures. 

‘Two weeks ago, about 170 marine scien- 
tists who met in Iloilo passed a resolution 
opposing any oil exploration” activity” in’ 
Tañon Strait, citing the strait’s unique bio- 
diversity as a protected seascape. 

Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes defended 
the project in a forum with environmental- 
ists, stakeholders and their contractor, the 
Japan Petroleum Exploration Co. Ltd. 
(apex), at the University of San Carlos in 
Cebu City on Nov. 8. 

Silliman University president Dr. Ben 
Malayang III accompanied a battery of sci- 
entists, legal experts and theologians to the 
dialogue. 

Reyes said the exploratory drilling for oil 
in the strait would start on Nov. 15. He said 
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this date was set about two or three years 
ago. “This is something that you don't de- 
cide on overnight,” he said, as he allayed 
fears that the welfare of the fishermen and 
the environment would be ignored. 

Sensing that nothing could be done by 
anyone to stop the exploratory drillings 
pending exhaustive environmental studies, 
Malayang offered the expertise of scientists 
from SU fo monitor the water quality and 
behavior of cetaceans, or marine mammals, 
while the drilling would continue for two 
months. 

Aside from the formation of a multipar- 
tite monitoring team, lawyer Mikhail Lee 
Maxino, director of the Salonga Center for 
Law and Development based in SU, had al- 
so demanded that Japex set up an Environ- 
mental Guarantee Fund to immediately ad- 
dress possible problems that may arise-~ 
fromthe operation. 

“Raves, however, Clarified that this activi, 
ty tobe carried out by Japex for two months 
is only limited to oil exploration. 

“This is not commercial drilling yet. If oil 
is found in Tafion Strait and its quantity is 
sufficient and declared mineable, it would 
need a full-blown environmental study and 
a law from Congress,” he said. 

Malayang also pointed out the need to 
puta value on the present resources found 
in the strait, which may be very vital in de- 
termining whether actual commercial oil 
drilling will be feasible. 

“We might be jeopardizing the vital re- 
source for an unknown commodity,” he said. 
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“Because they're new, they 
need training and discipline in 
managing their finances. They 
have the propensity to indulge in 
caprices like buying television 
sets, firearms and engaging in 
‘good time,” said Chief Supt. Er- 
rol Pan, Central Luzon police di- 
rector. 

“Kotong,” he said, happens 
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Most ‘kotong’ cops new, says PNP exec 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA—ONLY 80, OR ONE 
percent, of 8,000 policemen in Central Luzon are 
involved in extortion (kotong) and most of them 
are neophyte cops with ranks of Police Officer 1 or 
2, the regional police chief said. 


when a policeman tries to col- 
lect money from civilians by 
way of delaying the issuance of 
clearances or reports or drop- 
ping hints of having no gasoline 
to use fora vehicle. 

Pan said extortion is prac- 
ticed by even those with higher 
ranks. 

He said the antikotong cam- 


paign, launched by the national 
police headquarters early this 
‘week, would pounce on police- 
men regardless of the amount 
they try to filch. 

“The punishment is not based 
on the sum. The intention [of 
extortion] is the same so they 
would all be meted administra- 
tive actions by the regional staff 
investigation unit,” he said. 

Inquirer sources in the public 
transport sector doubted if the 
campaign would succeed. 

“Reporting extortion would not 
be easy because we risk the ire of 
persons in authority,” a transport 


leader in Pampanga said. 

He said policemen get their 
daily kotong from transport 
groups from a regular share 
from dues. 

‘Some of them found Pan's es- 
timate of the number of “kotong 
cops” to be very low or unrealis- 
tic. 

To track down these erring 
cops, Pan's office has formed 
“honesty teams” at the regional, 
provincial and city levels. 

On top of receiving com- 
plaints through Pan's mobile 
phone, the police have asked the 
public to send reports of extor- 


FATIGUE 


Highway in Pilar, Sorsogon. 


Fatigue sets in on one of several farmers from Sumilao, Bukidnon who are marching to Manila on a nearly 2,000-km trek to regain what 
they said was their ancestral land that was sold to a private firm. This member of the group takes a rest by the roadside on the Maharlika 


Loren given 
‘tukwifi’ title 
by Cordillera 
women leaders 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— 
Sen. Loren Legarda brushed aside 
talks about her political plans but 
a gathering of Cordillera women 
leaders here on Thursday did the 
talking for her. 

Officials of the Cordillera In- 
digenous Elected Women Lead- 
ers’ League (Cindewoll) did not 
mince words in adopting Legarda 
as honorary Gindewoll member 
which they said was also meant to 
prop her presidential bid. 

Legarda was given the Igorot 
name “Tukwifi” or “bright star” 
of the Cordillera in rites at the 
Benguet State University. 

Atok Mayor Concepcion 
Balao, Cindewoll president, cit- 
ed Legarda’s “being an epitome 
ofa woman leader.” 

Balao later said if Legarda de- 
cides to pursue her presidential 
ambition, the region’s elected 
indigenous women leaders 
‘would support her. 

‘Asked why, she told the In- 
Quinn: “Because she is a wom- 
anand amother.” 

But Legarda refused to be 
categorical about her political 
plans. 

“I will not be shy about it,” 
she later told reporters in a 
press conference. 

“I think there is something 
about women leaders, that we 
can provide not only compe- 
tence but also compassion in 
public service,” she said. 

However, Legarda said it was 
still to early to discuss the 2010 
elections. 

“Politics of 2010 can wait,” 
she said, 

Undersecretary Josephine 
Dominguez, of the Office of the 
Political Adviser, said Legarda 
would be the candidate of the 
Cordillera’s indigenous elected 
women leaders, 

“That's why we adopted her as 
honorary member of our organi- 
zation,” she said. Delmar Cari- 

| fio, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Polls fail to fill East Visayas youth cou 


By Jocy A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—A SANGGU- 
niang Kabataan chair without 
council members or an SK coun- 
cil withouta chair. 

These were the cases noted 
by the Commission on Elections 
in different parts of Eastern 
Visayas as it started to collate 
the region-wide results of the 
recently concluded barangay 
and SK elections. 

‘And the situation might justi- 
fy the call for the abolition of 
the SK in the country, said 
lawyer Adolfo Ibafiez, regional 
director of Comelec. 

Tbañez said there was a num- 
ber of villages in the region that 
only the position for the SK 
chair was filled up or only the 
posts for council were filled up. 
In some cases, the seven-mem- 
ber SK councils were only half 
filled. 

Ibañez cited the case of 
Barangay Danao in Maripipi 
town of Biliran where the lone 
candidate for SK chair, Arnel 
Rosario, won with six votes 
but has no councilors to help 
transact SK affairs in his 
barangay. 

In Biliran’s provincial capital 
of Naval, six ran and won for 
council seats but they have no 


SK chair. The SK chair is sup- 
posed to sit in the barangay 
council as an ex-officio member, 
representing the youth. 

The island-province of Bili- 
ran, composed of eight munici- 
palities, has 7,387 registered SK 
voters. 

Tbañez said based on infor- 
mation he received from elec- 
tion officers in the region, “this 
situation is also (reflective) in 
other towns in Samar.” 

The region has more than 
200,000 registered SK voters. 

In Tacloban City, a similar sit- 
uation was true in Barangay 97 
where only four ran and won 
for SK council seats with no one 
filing a certificate of candidacy 
for SK chairmanship. 

All 63 registered voters of the 
village cast their votes. 

Joseph Myles Colasito, re- 
gional information officer of 
the Department of Interior and 
Local Government, said he 
could not comment as the 
DILG has yet to come up with 
guidelines on how to deal with 
the absence of an SK chair or 
SK council members in a 
barangay. 

“But one thing sure is, the 
barangay chair cannot appoint 
anybody to fill up the vacant po- 
sitions,” Colasito said. 

Ma. Corazon Montallana, 


APORTION OF the new Bacolod Airportin Silay City. ousexroro 


tion by text message to 2920 in 
the 14-month campaign period. 

Surveillance cameras have 
been bought to entrap erring 
policemen. 

“The policemen are not 
above the law. Their orientation 
should be to protect and serve 
communities, not become the 
oppressors,” Pan said. 

The salaries of policemen 
are, by now, comparable to that 
of teachers, he said. 

Those with ranks of PO1 get 
P8,605; PO2, P10,635; PO3, 
P11,949; Senior Police Officer 
1, P13,427; SPO2, P14,232; 


SPO3, P16,595; _SPO4, 
P17,591; Inspector, P20,167; 
Senior Inspector, P20,974; 
Chief Inspector, P21,814; Su- 
perintendent, P24,955; Senior 
Superintendent, P25,953; Chief 
Superintendent, P29,690; Di- 
rector, P31,635; Deputy Direc- 
tor General, P32,901; and Di- 
rector General, P37,500. 

“Ies a matter of spending 
what you can afford to spend. 
Money would not be enough if 
you have vices. Your income 
must match your lifestyle,” Pan 
said. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
Central Luzon 


Napocor owes Zambales 
towns P619M in taxes 


IBA, ZAMBALES—THE NATION- 
al Power Corp. (Napocor) has yet 
to pay P619.5 million worth of 
taxes to the Zambales and Iba 
municipal govemments that lo- 
cal officials fear could derail the 
privatization of te 600- 
megawatt Masinloc Coal Fired 
‘Thermal Power Plant (MCFTPP). 

Joey Dolojan, consultant to 
the Office of the Governor, said 
Napocor has not been paying 
taxes to the provincial and local 
governments for the past five 
years, delaying the supposed 
takeover of the Masinloc Power 
Partners Co. Ltd (MPPCL) next 
month. 

Part of Napocor debt repre- 
sents six years of unpaid fran- 
chise tax covering 2002 to 2007 
estimated at P240 million while 
business tax dues imposed by 
the Masinloc local government 
has a total cost of at least 
P379.5 million from 1999, 
Dolojan said. 

He said the Napocor tax dues 
were brought up during the ac- 


tual on-site inventory by his 
group, the MPPCL, and the 
Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
ties Management Corp. 
(PSALM) last month. 

He said the Applied Engi- 
neering System (AES) found in 
that inventory that one of the 
plant's generating units was not 
functioning. 

The MPPCL is a subsidiary 
company of AES, a multination- 
al company based in Arlington, 
Virginia in the United States 
that won the bidding for the 
Masinloc coal plant for $930 
million on July 26 this year. 

Nilo Madrid, Masinloc plant 
manager, said the Napocor 
‘would await court suits from Jo- 
cal governments over the taxes. 

Citing the Electric Power In- 
dustry Reform Act (Epira), 
Madrid said Napocor is relieved 
from all tax dues it owed local 
governments. 

“They can go to court if they 
wantto,"headded. Inquirer 
Central Luzon 


ncil seats 


AMAN holds on to his three-month-old son as he casts his vote for barangay and youth council officials. 
While voter turnout for the elections was high, many youth council positions in various parts of the 


country are without candidates. 


city elections officer, said that 
an elected SK chair without any 
councilors can still discharge 
his duties. 

“He still represents the SK in 


the village,” she said. 

Tbañez said that lack of inter- 
est among the youth to partici- 
pate was cited as the main rea- 
son only few ran in the Oct. 29 


LYNRLLON 


SK elections. 

An SK chair enjoys, among 
other benefits, an honorarium 
and civil service eligibility, 
Tbañez said. 


New Bacolod airport open next month 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—THE NEW 
Bacolod-Silay Airport is expect- 
ed to open by Christmas, a De- 
partment of Transportation and 
Communication official said 
yesterday. 

The old airport in Bacolod 
City will close a day after the 
opening of the new airport, ac- 
cording to Director Edgar Man- 
galili, head of the DOTC airport 
special projects. 

But the exact date of the new 
airport's opening would depend 
on President Macapagal-Ar- 


royo's schedule, Mangalili said 
in a dialogue with Negros Occi- 
dental Gov. Joseph Maranon. 

Ms Arroyo is to inaugurate 
the project. 

The new airport in Silay City 
has a runway length of 2 km 
and will be able to accommo- 
date Airbus 330 planes that 
carry more than 300 passen- 
gers. The current airport can 
only accommodate Airbus 320 
that can carry 140 to 160 pas- 
sengers. 

The new airport was de- 
signed for domestic flights and 
it would be up to the Air Trans- 
portation Office and the Civil 


Aeronautics Board if it could be 
used for international flights, 
Mangalili said. 

A plan to extend the runway 
by 500 meters is in place, he 
said. 

Flight tests at the new airport 
have been completed and one 
ofthe requirements for its open- 
ing is the international publica- 
tion of all data about the new 
airport, including location and 
coordinates, he said, 

‘The ATO is now preparing the 
data for publication. 

The McKinley Road in Silay 
City, which leads to the new air- 
port, is being widened. 
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You may win P100,000 when you text a name for pag 
the new frozen dessert from Nestlé Ice Cream! j j 


Plus you may win prizes the whole gang can share: 
Nintendo Wii, three Nokia 3230s and P15,000 worth of prepaid credits. 
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Welcoat 
upsets 
M’nolia 
Express ruin 
‘Spark’ return 


GAME TODAY (Tacloban City) 
4:30 p.m—Red Bull vs Purefoods 


By Musong R. Castillo 


WELCOAT BROUGHT ANOTHER HEAVY- 
weight to its knees last night and won 
back-to-back games for the first time in 
its PBA existence, coming out on top of 
an old-fashioned shootout against Mag- 
nolia, 95-93, in the Smart PBA Philippine 
Cup eliminations. 

‘The Dragons blew a 17-point third quarter 
lead and had to rally from eight down in the 
final seven minutes before pounding out the 
win, a fitting sequel to a 126-125 upset of Talk 
‘NText last weekend. 

‘And more than that, it put the Dragons near 
the middle of the 10-team pack at 3-4 while 
dealing the rock-solid Beverage Masters their 
third defeat also in seven games. 

“I still can't believe it,” said Welcoat coach 
Leo Austria in Filipino. 

Air21 snapped a two-game slide and dealt 
Mark “The Spark” Caguioa a rude welcome as 
the Express came from behind to score a 102- 
95 victory in the second game. 

Ranidel de Ocampo shot 10 of his 23 in the 
fourth period as Air21 rose to 3-4, 

Caguioa saw action for the first time in sev- 
en games, shooting just six points as the Gin 
Kings fell to 2-5. 

The sores: 

Fist Game 

WELCOAT 95—Winuright 18, Belasco 18, Devance 16, 
‘Arana 12, Reyes 12, Lopez 10, Geli 4, Ibanes 3, Bagion 2, 
Dui 0. Sta. Maria 0. Tangkay O. 

MAGNOLIA $3—Honteros 24, Seigle 19, Tenorio 15, VI- 

idefonso 9, Foracier 5, Gonzales 4, Eman 2, Wi- 


Quarters: 30-24, 48-49, 77-69, 95-93 

Second Game 

AIR21 102—Sanlos 23, De Ocampo 23, Canaleta 9, Ar- 
bolada 9, Kramer B, Se 8, Dimaunahan 7, intal B, Chia4, Cruz 3, 
Sotto 2, Baluyot 0. 

BARANGAY GINEBRA 95—Helterbrand 22, Macapagal 11, 
Escalona 10, Tubid 10, Holper 9, Salvacion 9, Reavis 7, 
Caguioa 8, Mamaril 5, Artadi 4, Merk 2, Abarriontos 0. 

Quarters: 23-20, 42-48, 67-75, 102-95 
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‘We're not gay,’ Piolo, Sam declare 
ABS-CBN talents file Pl 2-M li editor 


Allison W. 4 
By Allison W. Lopez ES readers understand that they 


“SS ich. 
MOVIE ACTORS PIOLO JOSE PASCUAL ‘AND : 3 o eTa 
Samuel Lloyd “Sam” Milby yesterday filed a P12- 2 claimed, were present in Solis’ 


‘lion lil ji i P = ii - case: that it was defamatory 
million libel suit against show biz columnist Lolita made publicly, malicious, directed 
‘Lolit” Solis at the Manila City Prosecutor's Office, at a natural or juridical person, 
for portraying them as “gay men” in an Oct. 15 and tends to cause dishonor, dis- 
newspaper column. < pia Gee 
In their joint complaint, Pascual their joint affidavit around 9 a.m. "tan Bt Being celebrities or “public fig- 
and Milby named Solis and yesterday. a ‘ Ss ures,” said Pascual and Milby, did 
Pilipino Star Ngayon’s entertain- “Her story was absolutely with- a AS Le s «not give Solis a “blanket license” 
Hepa ee are or ‘any factual basis. We were not 5 SOLIS: They're getting ree publicity to rummage into their private 
spondents in the case that at Sofitel Hotel on Oct. 12, 2007. oe her “defamatory” statements and lives and malign their reputations. 
stemmed from an item in Solis’ We were not even together on the a issued cemoe apology” For publishing the story, they 
“Take It, Take It” column, where said date,” the two said in an un- tilby (ri ir joi in her talk show in a rival net- said Samio was equally liable for 
i have sen emale dedined and boidieesd parm of Coin slo bat omg Bi lps ri ina work, Pascual and Milby said they libel under Article 360 of the Re- 
singers being “sweet” in the pool- their joint complaint. sca nia see ik Bayle bork sta mam decided to sue her for libel in or- vised Penal Code. 
side coffeeshop of the Sofitel Ho- In their complaint, Pascual and "  dertoclear their names. The two product endorsers 
tel around 4 p.m. of Oct. 12. Milby said they were “outraged” ofthe readersthat we are gaymen a copy of Solis article titled "Piolo Though she did nor directly use sought PS million each in moral 
‘The two talents of ABS-CBN's when they leamed about Solis ar- engaged in a romantic dalliance, at Sam, huling huling naglalam- the term “gay men” in her article, damages due to the “mental an- 
Star Magic were mobbed by fans tde. fan imputation which seriously pungan,” and a letter demanding the complainants said the words guish, besmirched reputations 
and curious onlookers when they "Apart from being a complete damaged our reputation as bank- from Solis a public retraction of and phrases that she used—like and social humiliation” caused by 
personally went tothe Manila City lie, it contained words and phras- able actors,” they said. herarticleand apublicapology. “kakaiba,” “sweet,” and “halos the article and P1 million each for, 
Hall to attest to the authenticity of es sufficient to leave in the minds Attached to the complaint was Since Solis refused to renounce magkadikit na nga ang mga pisn- ‘exemplary damages. 


: : ? Now to be held in Cubao, Quezon City ! 
Lolit Solis won’t retract, stands by her Story [rose ostes tiomo ssn ge ay ta 
HOW TO START AND MANAGE 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. that she was standing by her sto- she asserted. “I'm sony if I hurt she said. A SUCCESSFUL REALTY BROKERAGE COMPANY 
we waich came out in her column theirfeeings, but eannot retract In separate statements, Pascual | Nov 2, 130-6pm, Max's Rest, Gateway Mall Araneta Cntr, Cubao, OC 
AFTER ACTORS PIOLO PAS- “Take It, Take It” in the Oct. 15 is- my story” and Milby both denied Solis’ col- J Govers sales organizations recrutimen lectnnques training, avencoment 
cual and Sam Milby filed a libel sue of the tabloid Pilipino Star She dismissed allegations that umn item. Ieee ia tartans D ASD fh operas tr eee, 
suit against her yesterday, tal- Ngayon. she didn’t actually wimess thein- _ “Wewerenotat Sofitel last Oct. | grafting agency agreements, suinonty to sel, marketing agreements & other 
ent manager, entertainment In her column, Solis reported cident and that it was only re- 12sothe entire article is a fabrica- aiher aa Pandaan gramme & Koner USE. CMCS E Oner 
columnist and TV host Lolit So- that she saw the two actors in the layed to her by a friend. tion, a concocted story,” Milby For more details, call 681-0928 or 796-8019 Or simply text your, 
lis remained unperturbed. poolside coffeeshop of Hotel Sofi- “It would be easy for me to re- said. Sra of meaa eed EE iy RES 
In a phone interview with the tel on Oct. 12. tract if it were based on hearsay. Solis insisted that she merely i A Hiei 
Inqunen yesterday, she reiterated “Isaw them withmytwoeyes,” But Pm sure about what I saw” tomas LURBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 


1 Throughout North Luzon, Victory Liner can go the distance with Sun! 


“With more than 50% savings on our phone bills, Sun helps us cover any rise in fuel and toll charges.” 
Marivic Del Pilar, Treasury & Marketing Manager of Victory Liner 

Victory Liner, one of the largest bus companies in the country, faces “In the event of accidents, traffic or floods, they contact the head office 

the challenge of transporting tens of thousands of passengers allover in Manila, wherever in North Luzon they may be," says Marivic. Decision- 

North Luzon everyday. That is why they trust and believe in a communication making and reaction time is cut, and communication among the eight major 

expert that is just as effective—Sun Cellular. terminals and sub-terminals in North Luzon is more efficient. 


“Wala na ang culture na nagtitipid ng load because with Sun's Call& After 62 years of being in business, Victary Liner is bound for more 
Text Unlimited, we can call each other anytime,” says Marivic. success. And with Sun Cellular ensuring 
fast communication, they will definitely 
Ali field and line supervisors use Sun Cellular to monitor the Victory Liner continue to go places. 
bus fleet. Even their drivers and conductors now use Sun Cellular. E E L L u L A R 
Every year, Sun plows in P11 bilion to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. wosenclulccomph Hotline: 395-8000 Š 
we sted ment a Better network, better value. 
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Police nab suspect in Las Piñas court killings ‘lit... 


By DJ Yap 


THE MAN SUSPECTED OF 
shooting his wife and her lawyer 
dead inside a Las Pifias City court- 
room on Thursday was arrested 
by the police after midnight yes- 
terday during a manhunt opera- 
tion in Taguig City. 

Operatives of the Las Piñas City 
Police nabbed Roberto Tubale in- 
side a house in Signal Village at On 
12:45 am. several hours after he 
allegedly shot his wife Lolita, who 
had filed a case for the annulment 
of their marriage, and her lawyer 
Rebecca Basa. 


Senior Insp. Jan Dale Sulit, 
chief of the city police station 
investigation division, said 
Tubale, 53, did not resist arrest 
but opted to keep silent while 
waiting for his lawyer. 

“He refused to be subjected 
to a paraffin test and said he 
‘would wait for his counsel be- 
fore answering the investiga- 
tors’ questions,” Sulit said. 
Thursday morning, 
Tubale allegedly entered the 
courtroom of Judge Joselito 
Vibandor of the Las Piñas Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 199 
and suddenly shot the two 
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photos. 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Official Depository Bank of the Republic of the Philippines 
INVITATION TO BID 


‘The Land Bank of the Philippines and LBP Leasing Corporation invites interested parties to bid for the 
following properties on CASH and “AS-1S-WHERE4S” BASIS: 


minm 
BID PRICE 
P 8.447.000 


PROPERTY DESCRIPTION. 
‘0% inierestin a 100,000.00 sam lot wilh 
cannery plant, warehouse, ofice bldg. 
‘Stallguest house and water supply sytem 
G0% interest in various Machineries & 
Equipment on Cannery Plant 

'a98-sq.m res and w improvement 


LOCATION 
Bario Tamogan, Davao Ciy 


Barrio Tamugan, Davao City 

‘Carmel Avenue cor. Ma. Elera St, 

Carme! Subd |, Bago Bantay, Q.C. 

Cieveland Tower, Asia World Ciy, Parañaque 
Cieveland Tower, Asia World Ciy. Parañaque 
Cleveland Tower, Asia Worid Cry, Parañaque 
(Cleveland Tower, Asia Word Ciy, Parsñaque 
CCeveland Tower, Asia Worl Ciy, Parañaque 
Cleveland Tower, Asa World Gy, Parahaque 
Parking Sot 42-83 (12.50 sam) Wieshngion Tower, Asa Word Ciy, Parañague 
Parking Siot #43-83 (12.50 sam) Wiashinglon Tower, Asia Word Cy, Parañeque 
‘Nissin Contact Freezer- Model 8F-1000.WD| TP Marcolo Crp. Northbay Blvd., Navotas 
Nissin Contaci Freezer: Model BF-750-D__| TP Marcelo Cmpd. Northbay Bd. Navotas- 
Nissin Contac Freezer Model BF-500-D | TP Mareslo Cmpd. Northbay Bi, Navotas- 
1 uni System 88/Norisu OSF V305 Bicutan, Taguig 

7 unit 1996 Mitsubishi Canter34 sealer — | Metopoltan SI., Makali 


Trams, Mania 


P 6,159,080 
P 4.631.000 


Paring Sot ¥ 65-89 1250 samm] 
Parking Slot # 67-89 (12 50 sqm) 
Parking Slot # 86-83 (11.75 sqm) 
Parking Slot 60-83 (11.75 sqm) 
Parking lot # 61-3 (11.75 sam) 
Parking Slot # 70-83 (12.655 sqm) 


ODD, 
00,000, 
200.000 
350,000, 
350,000, 
300000, 
‘300000, 
300,000, 
294.000 
258,000, 
225.000, 
612800, 
172000 


T urit 1995 Mitsubishi Canter 3A seater 


180.800 


For tems Nos. 1-14, sealed bids together with the 10% bid bond in the form of Cash or Manager's Check 
Wwil be received by the Special Assets Department (SPAD). 30" Floor, Landbank Plaza, Malate, Manita on 
December 5, 2007, not later than 9:30 am. 


Incase of CLOSELY CLUSTERED TOP BIDS (defined as having the second highest bid which is not below 
‘80% ofthe highest bid), the opening of the sealed bids will be folowed immediately by an open bidding in 
which all bidders whose bids are not below 80% of the highest bid may partcipate. The increase in the 
‘open bidding shall be in multiples of P10,000.00. 

The Bid Documents will be available at the Special Assets Dept. (c/o May or Tiltany) starting 
November 27, 2007. 

“The Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 27, 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the 30° Floor Conference Room, 
Landbank Plaza, 1598 M.H. Det Piar St, Malate. 

For Item Nos. 15-17, public bidding wil be held by LBP Leasing Corp.. at its office at the 15% Floor, SHG 
Law Genter, No. 105 Paseo de Roxas St, Makati City. For inquiry & bidding forms, please contaci Susan 
at tel no, 818-2200 loc 410. 

Prospective bidders are enjoined 1o inspect the above-listed properties as well as the legal status of the 
tite before submitting thei bids. The sale of the properties shall be on "AS-IS-WHERE-IS” basis. The 
winning bidder shall take possession ofthe awarded property without seeking assistance from the Bank 
“The award in favor of the winning bidder shali be subject to Bank approval 

For more information, please visit or call the SPAD at telephone no. 551-2200 locals 2374, 2481, 7248. 
2482, 7648. 

Landbank reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any formality therein, and to accept 


the bid as may be considered most advantageous to the Bank. The decision of Landbank shall be 
final and binding. 


HEAD OFFICE COMMITTEE ON ASSET DISPOSAL 
(POLMovember 17,2007) 


D BP Development Bank of the Philippines 


women with a handgun while 
they were waiting for the hear- 


In the commotion after the 
shooting, the suspect slipped 
past the crowd and managed to 
escape, investigators said. 

‘The police were initially clue- 
less as to the gunman's identity 
until eyewitnesses, including a 
court stenographer, positively 
identified Tubale as the gun- 
man after they were shown his 


Lolita Tubale, 51, and Basa 
were shot in the head and died 
while they were being treated 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The Development Bank of the Philppines wil receive sealed bids on Dec. 5 . 2007, at 2:00 p.m., 127, Suite 5, 
Executive Lounge of the DBP Head Ofe, Sen.Gi Puyat Ave. cor. Makati Ave., Makati City fr the folowing 
properties on CASH BASIS: 


Galan 


a 


Residual ot (TCT No-s00570) 
wing. np, 


Induct iots (TCT Nes. N74. N 
TIATA, NITITA, NATIATS and Ne- 
Frare wah 17 blage of varous 
fied of ma contin poat 
{oor aes of 28.1010 sa m) ety 
‘hited as facones and warehouses 
Indust estan! os (TCT Nos. 
Neariara and. NATIT?) wth S 
Diageo varus naas and fe 
arereton fatal Nor area of 3279 
Sam moaly ule as actos and 
Tarnouses 


Resident ts (TCT Nos. 125865, 
1-125087 and 1-125947) 


Residensi iot (TOT No. 1182501) 


Pasion iot (TCT No, 287251) 
Residentsi ot (TCT No, 2900) 
Housa ana iat (TCT No T-1109644) 
House ansiot TCT No. c-a79209) Lot 14 Bk 25 Vita Vere, Noth 
‘Ave, Paso 1-0, Vata Vards Norm 
‘age, Calcocan Cy 
126 Bk. 1 Quezorrs Pace, Teo 
Wiest San Denso, now BF Homes. 
Parenague Cay 
Lat 11 Oh $ Gemini St, Forance 
io Subd, Be. Tagapo, Sia. Rose 
tonne 


asin iot (TCT No. 7-150452) 


Posidonia lt (TOT No. 7.857868) 
‘i i. ad nproverents 


One (1) unt Honda Ciy OST mode 
2006." coor sedan, manus 
varamann clr Hawk Bleck, 
power losing, woe, Ik. and 
Seinen: 


BIDDERS ARE REMINDED: 


4. To inspect the properties to determine thelr actual condition befor the bidding: 

2) To submit in DEP's offeal bid form avatable al the AMD-Acquired Assets, Ground Floor (or Code starting 
sth AM) and at PFU 7th flor (Ior Code starting wih PF) DBP Head Otice during offica hours. 

3 Tobe on ime. No bids wil be accepted once unseaing ofthe bds commences. The sale shall be subject to 
other terms and conditons which may be imposed by tne Bank. 


DBP RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN, OR TO 
ACCEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. THE DECISION OF 
THE BANK IS FINAL AND BINDING. 


For inquines, please cal telephone numbers: 892-1566 or 818-0511 locals 2117218902188 for Code starting with 
AM and local 8708 tor Cage staring wih PF. 


Ported at DBP inrer Court 


ASSET MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
(POL-Now. 164 11,200) 


Help Medical Center. 


Vibandor’s courtroom is lo- 
cated near the health center at 
the City Hall compound. It is 
temporarily separated from 
other branches which are locat- 
ed in the Hall of Justice building 
which is under renovation. 
Guards were posted at the 
entrance to the City Hall com- 
pound, and a bailiff, who was 
supposed to be standing guard, 
was “on his way” to the court- 
room when the shooting oc- 


curred, the police said. 


at the University of Perpetual 


As of yesterday, it remained 


unclear how the suspect was 
able to bring a weapon inside 
the compound without being 
detected. 

Senior Supt. Amando Emp- 
iso, chief of the Las Piñas police, 
earlier explained that before 
anyone could enter the court- 
room, they would have to passa 
room where members of Viban- 
dor's staff held office. 

The staff members told the 
police that the suspect even ex- 
changed pleasantries with them 
before going inside the court- 
room. Suddenly, two shots rang 
out, and the man ran past them. 


Major reshuffle set at MPD 


By Tina G. Santos 


‘THE MANILA POLICE DISTRICT IS 
expected to implement on Monday a 
major reshuffle which will affect the 
city’s 11 station commanders. 

MPD director Chief Supt. Roberto 
Rosales said the changes would be 
based on the performance of the station 
commanders and chiefs of offices. Non- 
performers would be transferred to oth- 
er units, he said. 

“The MPD reorganization would help 
eliminate rogue cops from the ranks,” 
said Rosales, who submitted to Mayor 
Alfredo Lim yesterday the evaluation 
and list of officers who would be affect- 
ed by the revamp. 

“We expect to implement the reshuf- 
fle on Monday,” Rosales said. 


“Beside each official's name on the 
list will be the reason why he needs to 
be transferred or why I'm recommend- 
ing him for a new post,” he added. 

Rosales also disclosed that the reor- 
ganization’ of the police force, particu- 
larly among station commanders, police 
community precincts and command 
staff, would be implemented often. 

“Those policemen who perform their 
duties well would remain in their posts 
but non-performers would be on their 
‘way out,” Rosales said. “Let us now put 
a true meaning to the Manila's Finest 
whose members must exhibit authority 
and command respect to the people.” 

Lim had earlier ordered the reshuffle 
following the alleged involvement of an 
officer and his men in extortion activi- 
ties. 


Mea culpa on media 
sensationalism 


IF INDEED IT WAS THE ABU SAYYAF 
terrorist group that bombed the Batasan 
complex, then Tm very happy to be 
proven wrong in my “educated guess.” 

1 feel very much relieved that it was 
not some members of the Philippine 
Marine Corps that perpetrated the 
bombing that killed Basilan Rep. Wahab 
Akbar and three others and wounded 
11 others, two of them lawmakers. 

Lets all hope the police got the real 
culprits and didn’t just pick up scape- 
goats due to intense public pressure to 
solve the crime. 

Either way—whether it was his for- 
mer colleagues at the Abu Sayyaf or the 
military that did him in—it was karmic 
justice. 

Karma, the universal law of cause 
and effect, says that one reaps what he 
sows. If its goodwill, then he will reap 
goodwill; if violence, then violence he 
will harvest. 

‘Akbar lived a violent life, and so end- 
ed upa victim of violence. 

I thought some Marines were in- 
volved in Akbar’s violent death be- 
cause they suspected his men of be- 
heading and mutilating dead Marines 
after an ambush in Basilan in July. 

Based on my knowledge of the 
mind-set of a typical Marine, I 
thought Marine vendetta was behind 
the killing of the controversial Mus- 
lim politician. 

From what I know of them, 
Marines avenge the death of their 
comrades. 

In 1993, a platoon of Marines was 
ambushed in Basilan on its way back 
tocamp. 

‘The Marines had just come from a 
party in their honor by former mem- 
bers of a rebel group that made a 
peace pact with them. 

Tt was said that the food served the 
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Marines was laced with medicine 
that made all of them groggy and 
easy targets on their way back to 
camp. 

‘Twenty-one Marines, including the 
platoon leader, a Lt. Advincula, were 
killed in that treachery. 

In retaliation, more than 80 Mus- 
lim men in the village, where the 
Marines were ambushed, either dis- 
appeared without a trace or were 
Killed under mysterious circum- 
stances. 

For every Marine that was killed, 
three men suspected by the corps of 
staging the ambush, paid with their 
lives, according to a story that 
Marines tell among themselves in 
whisper. 


The report that 12-year-old Marian- 
net Amper Killed herself because of 
poverty has now been exposed as media 
sensationalism. 

It now appears that she was raped by 
her own father who is now in the cus- 
tody of the Davao City police. 

The note about her supposedly un- 
sent letter to “Wish Ko Lang,” GMA-7's 
public service show, was just an assign- 
‘ment from her school which her class- 
mates also wrote. 

In that letter, Mariannet wrote that 
she wanted a new pair of shoes, a bag, a 
bicycle, and jobs for her father and 
mother. 

In behalf of media, I say, mea culpa to 
yellow journalism! 
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said that the two actors were 
“nagbubulungan [whispering to 
each other).” 

“Tm wondering why Piolo and 
Sam are so upset when previous 
articles that have been written 
about them are far worse.” she 
said. 

“It’s not [the right] defense. 
Just because previous stories are 
bad doesn't give you license to do 
the same,” countered Joji Alonso, 
Pascual and Milby's counsel, 
along with Lani Barcenas and 
Peachy Selda. 

“We are suing because our dig- 
nity and integrity have been as- 
sailed ... She has disrespected us 
as colleagues and human beings 
and the only way left to restore 
this respect is through the courts 
of law” Pascual said. 

Solis said the two actors’ legal 

action didn’t catch her by sur- 
prise. 
“Even if [had apologized or re- 
tracted my story, they would still 
push through with the case. As a 
result of this issue, they are con- 
tinuously in the news. As we say 
in show biz, good or bad publicity 
is still publicity. Piolo has a con- 
cert. Sam has a concert. They're 
getting free publicity because of 
this case,” Solis explained. “They 
are the ones benefiting from this 
scandal. Not me. Why are they fil- 
ing the case only now when previ- 
ous stories about them had been 
worse?" 

“That is not true. If she retract- 
ed, Piolo and Sam wouldn't have 
pursued the case,” Alonso said. 


METROBRIEFS 


Woman rescued 
APREGNANT businesswoman who 
was forcibly locked inside her store 
in a public market for three days 
without food and water was rescued 
Thursday by operatives ofthe 
Northern Police District Intelligence 
Division in Malabon City. Chief Insp. 
Rogelio Ramos, chief of the NPD- 
DID, identified the victim as Clancy 
Atem. A certain Wilson Domingo 
Chua allegedly ordered security 
guards to lock Atem inside her shop 
in Panghulo Market Nov. 14 after the 
victim refused to recognize Chua's 
authority as market administrator. 
Charges of illegal detention will be 
filed against Chua and the security 
guards. Nancy Carvajal 


Billiard death 
UNIDENTIFIED gunmen rained bul- 
Jets on a billiard hall in Barangay Ad- 
dition Hilis, Mandaluyong City at 
dawn yesterday, instantly killing a 
32-year-old man who was playing 
pool, and injuring a 14-year-old boy. 
‘The Mandaluyong City police yester- 
day identified the victim as Allan Ca- 
‘banganan, a construction worker 
‘who had just arrived from Quezon 
province. Witnesses said they heard 
six gunshots coming from outside a 
‘game house at 36 Welfareville Com- 
pound. Probers recovered five spent 
shells from an M-16 firearm from 
the scene. Kristine L. Alave 


Scholastic book sale 
SCHOLASTIC, the US publisher of 
the Harry Potter series, will have the 
‘Scholastic Book Fairs Christmas 
Warehouse Sale until tomorrow, 8 
am. to 8 p.m. at 70 C. Raymundo 
Avenue, Pasig City. Up to 70 percent 
off and as low as P20 for books, ref- 
erence materials, manipulatives, ed- 
ucational toys, holiday gifts and 
more. Call 900-1539 or 628-4487. 


Trike driver needs help 
JUANITO Mata Jr. 
used to earn a living 
as a tricycle driver on 
a “boundary” basis. 
The 40-year-old na- 
tive of Barangay Salo- 
mague, Cabugao, llo- 
cos Sur, is now un- 
able to supporthis 


family of six. He was 
diagnosed to be suf- 


fering from a chronic 


kidney disease and is 


undergoing 


hemodialysis two 


times a week atthe 
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Philippine General 
Hospital. His wife, 
Corazon, told the In- 
auien that not only 
the schooling of their 
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children had taken a 
back seat, they were 
also asking for medi- 
cal help trom kind in- 
dividuals so her hus- 
band can work again. 
Those who want to 
give medical or finan- 
cial assistance to Ma- 
ta can call 0916- 
3630629. 
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SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA— 
North and South Korea reached 
an ambitious deal Friday to 
breathe fresh life into peace ef- 
forts—starting regular cross-bor- 
der trains and new construction 
projects—amid concerns recon- 
ciliation could flounder if the 
South changes political course in 
next month's presidential vote. 
The agreement between the 
prime ministers of the two sides 
was a fleshed-out version of a 
wide-ranging accord struck at 
an October summit between 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA— 
Hillary Clinton accused her 
Democratic White House rivals 
of “throwing mud” Thursday, 
apparently shoring up her status 
as front-runner in a testy debate, 
after a string of recent missteps. 

Top challengers Barack Oba- 
ma and John Edwards tried 
hard to inflict further damage 
on the former first lady's previ- 
ously tinchallenged campaign, 
but took sharp return blows 
themselves at the debate in 
gambling paradise Las Vegas. 

“When somebody starts throw: 
ing mud at least we can hope it is 
accurate and not right out of the 
Republican playbook,” Clinton 
said, joking she was wearing an 
asbestos pantsuit to ward off fiery 
attacks by her rivals. 

And she also rejected claims 
that she had played the “gender 
card” after her aides had ap- 
peared to suggest that she had 
been attacked in a previous de- 
bate because she was a woman. 

“Tm just trying to play the win- 
ning ¢ard ... 1 understand, very 
well, that people are not attacking 
me because I'm a woman; They're 
attacking me because Tm ahead.” 

The debate ramped up the 
heat in the Democratic race, 49 
days before the critical leadoff 
party nominating contest, the 
fabled caucuses in Iowa, where 
the ‘@andidates are running 
neck-and-neck. 

Obama, riding high after an 
electrifying speech to activists 
in Iowa on Saturday, tried to 
skewer Clinton in the debate's 
tense first exchange. 

“What the American people are 
looking for right now is straight 
answers to tough questions, that is 
rot what we have seen out of Sen- 
ator Clinton,” Obama charged. 

Later, he charged Clinton, 
who leads national Democratic 


1l and South Korean President 
Roh Moo-hyun. 

Seoul committed to start build- 
ing shipyards and repairing a 
highway and a railroad in the im- 
poverished North next year, in re- 
turn for Pyongyang’s agreement 
to begin regular cross-border car- 
go train service next month for 
the first time in half a century. 

‘The North also agreed to turn 
the area around the Koreas’ dis- 
puted western sea border into a 
“peace and cooperation zone” 
next year by establishing a joint 
fishing ground and a special 


polls and key state surveys, with 
being deceptive, and accused 
her of sounding like a Republi- 
can candidate. 

“This is the kind of thing I 
would expect from Mitt Romney 
and Rudy Giuliani where we start 
playing with numbers to make a 
point,” he said, in an argument 
with her on retirement savings. 

But Clinton, throughout the 
two-hour clash, stressed her ex- 
perience, to suggest Obama was 
not properly prepared to serve 
in the Oval Office. 

“It is important that we have a 
candidate that is tested and a pres- 
ident who is ready to lead from 
day one,” she said, in the debare in 
the fast-growing westem state of 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


The\NORLD 
Koreas reach ambitious reconciliation deal 


US SEN. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) 
(left) and US Sen. Barack 
‘Obama (D-IL) at the 
Democratic Party debate at the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas 
on Nov. 15. CUTS 


in Philadelphia. 
“Clearly, 


said. 


Russian loophole offers 


Putin chance of third term 


MOSCOW—RUSSIAN PRESIDENT 
Vladimir Putin could run for reelection in 
next year’s presidential vote if he resigns 
early to get around a ban on serving three 
consecutive terms, a lobbyist close to the 
Kremlin has said. 

Putin has said he will step down next 
year and let someone else take over. His 
spokesperson said that has not changed. 
But a source with Kremlin links told Reuters 
the option of exploiting legal loopholes is 
being pushed by parts of his entourage. 

‘Under that scenario, Putin could an- 
nounce as early as this month that he is step- 
ping down ahead of term. His prime minis- 
ter, Viktor Zubkov, would become caretaker 
president and Putin would run in the sched- 
uled March 2008 presidential vote. 

‘The question of what Putin will do next is 
preoccupying Russians and foreign in- 
vestors because he wields huge personal 
power in his vast, nuclear-armed country, 
many people see him as a guarantor of sta- 
bility and he has no clear successor. 

Western companies as well as foreign gov- 
ernments, for all their reservations about his 
democratic credentials, also see him as a 
“known figure” with whom they can deal. 

“It is quite possible for Putin to run as a 
candidate for the presidency in the 2008 
elections,” Alexander Shokhin, the head of 
Russia’s biggest business lobby, told Rus- 
sia’s Itogi magazine this week. 

“and there is no need to change the con- 
stitution,” he said. “Gaps remain in the law.” 

Russia’s constitution states that “one and 
the same person cannot occupy the post of 
President of the Russian Federation for 
more than two consecutive terms.” 

‘Analysts have speculated Putin could 
sidestep this by making way for a new pres- 
ident and returning at the next election in 
2012, or sooner if his successor does not 
serve a full term. 

‘Another option is for him to step down 
but retain influence in another capacity, 
possibly as prime minister. 


But the scenario outlined by Shokhin and 
others would allow Putin to return to his 
old job after an interval of just weeks. 

‘A federal law on presidential elections 
states that a president who leaves office be- 
fore the end of term “cannot be put forward 
as a candidate in elections called in connec- 
tion with him ceasing to exercise his pow- 
ersahead of schedule.” 

This is where the loophole lies. The law 
contains no restriction on a president run- 
ning in elections which were not called as a 
result of his leaving office early. 

If Putin steps down after the date of the 
presidential vote is officially announced—this 
is expected to happen on Nov. 26—he will be 
taking partin a scheduled election. 

“The task has been set to ensure a third term. 
From a number of options, one has been cho- 
sen that will use this loophole,” said the source 
with links to the presidential administration. 

But the source added: “Putin has not tak- 
ena final decision ... This is not being done 
by Putin but by his entourage. Putin himself 
is undecided.” 

A Dec. 2 parliamentary election, in which 
Putin is running as head of his United Rus- 
sia party slate, could provide him with an 
opportunity to step down. Reuters 


economic zone on shore nearby. 
‘Analysts said the agreements 
were positive, but raised concern 
they could face hurdles in imple- 
mentation coming just months 
before President Roh's adminis- 
tration leaves office in February. 
Conservative opposition can- 
didates who take a more critical 
view of the North Korean regime 
are leading opinion polls ahead 
of the Dec. 19 presidential vote. 
“implementation is more im- 
portant than an agreement,” 
said Baek Seung-joo, a North 
Korea expert at Seoul's state-run 


Clinton shores up lead in debate 


Nevada, which holds its own 
Democratic caucuses on Jan. 19. 
Throughout the debate, Clin- 
ton appeared more relaxed than 
her previous showdown with her 
rivals, smiling and laughing fre- 
quently. Several times, Obama 
and another rival John Edwards 
elicited boos from the audience, 
when they went on the attack. 
Costas Panagopoulos, of the 
Campaigns and Elections pro- 
gram at Fordham University, 
said Clinton appeared to have 
drawn a line under her shaky 
two weeks since the last debate 


‘Senator 
came prepared for battle,” he 


Clinton 


Korea Institute for Defense Anal- 
yses. “We've had so many cases 
in the past where agreements 
were reached, but not kept.” 

Baek said the deal’s fate de- 
pends on who will become the 
South's next president, how the 
North would view that new 
leader, and how the internation- 
al standoff over Pyongyang's nu- 
lear programs is resolved. 

In the worst case, this week's 
agreement could even hurt ties 
between the two counties rather 
than improving them if a new 
conservative president tries to 


mA? 


revise the deal, said Yang Moo- 
jin, a professor at Seoul's Univer- 
sity of North Korean Studies. 

“The agreement could rather 
deepen distrust unless carried 
out,” said Yang. 

Since their first-ever summit 
in 2000, the Koreas have moved 
to set aside decades of animosi- 
ty and dramatically increased 
economic ties to the point that 
the South is the North's No. 2 
trading partner behind its com- 
munist ally China. 

South Korean President Roh 
expressed satisfaction with Fri- 


day's agreement, saying eco- 
nomic cooperation is the “best 
means” to advance unification. 
“Unless we realize an econom- 
ically equal relationship, the road 
to unification cannot but be very 
slow" Roh told the North Korean 
delegation at a lunch he hosted 
in the presidential Blue House. 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Il is firmly committed to 
carrying out the summit accord 
that he has said “should not end 
up an empty piece of paper,” 
Prime Minister Kim Yong Il told 
Roh. AP 


Ruling jolts even Saudis: 


200 lashes for rape victim 


JIDDAH, SAUDI ARABIA—A 
Saudi court on Tuesday more 
than doubled the number of 
lashes that a female rape victim 
was sentenced to last year after 
her lawyer appealed the origi- 
nal sentence. The decision, 
which many lawyers found 
shocking even by Saudi stan- 
dards of justice, has provoked a 
rare public debate about the 
treatment of women here. 

The victim's lawyer, Abdul- 
rahman al-lahem, a well- 
known human rights activist, 
drew the court’s ire because of 
his strong public criticism of the 
handling of the case. He has 
called his client's conviction un- 
just and said the sentences of 
the seven men who raped her 
were too lenient. 

He is also known for his past 
defense of critics of the monar- 
chy. 

The victim's name has not 
been released. She was 19 
years old at the time of the as- 
saul. 

Her case has been widely de- 
bated since the court sen- 
tenced her to 90 lashes a year 
ago for being in the same car 


ter it ruled that she had subse- 
quently been raped. For a 
woman to be in seclusion with 
a man who is not her husband 
ora relative isa crime in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Adding to the charged politi- 
cal nature of the case, the victim 
is a member of the kingdom's 
Shiite Muslim minority. 

The young woman's offense 
was in meeting a former 
boyfriend, whom she had 
asked to return pictures he had 
of her because she was about 
to marry another man. The 
couple was sitting in a car 
when a group of seven men 
kidnapped them and raped 
them both, lawyers in the case 
told Arab News, a Saudi news- 
paper. 
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as an unrelated man, even af- ` 


The woman and the former 
boyfriend were originally 
sentenced to 90 lashes each 
for being together in private, 
while the attackers received 
sentences ranging from 10 
months to five years in 
prison, and 80 to 1,000 lashes 
each. 

Lahem appealed the attack- 
ers’ sentences, saying that they 
were too lenient and that the 


treatment of the victim was too 
harsh. In its new decision 
sued Tuesday, the court 
creased the victim's sentence to 
200 lashes and six months in 
jail. It also increased the sen- 
tences of her attackers to 
prison terms of two to nine 
years. 

‘The woman remains free for 
the time being and has not yet 
been lashed. NYT 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Olfice application's for Alien Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
‘Company/Employer 


MIYAJIIRON WORKS CO. 
LTD-MANILA BRANCH 
Unt 1609 Herera Tower, 
VA Rufino cor. Valero Sis, 
Salcodo Vilage, Nakai Cy 


Name of Foreign 
National/Citizenship 


Masomtsu kwar 
Japanese 


Project Manager 


NO. 1 LION TRADING CORP. 
Unt 22 PC Eisenhower Condominium, 
7 Elsonhowos St, Greens, 

San Juan Cay 


Markoting Manager 


MIYAJIIRON WORKS CO. 
LTO-MANILA BRANCH 
Unit 1609 Honra Tower, 
VA Rufio cr. Valero Sis 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati Ciy 


Toshiro Suzuki 
Japanese 


Ste Manager 


‘MIYAGI IRON WORKS CO. 
LTD-MANILA BRANCH 
Unt 1609 Henera Tower, 
VA, Runo cor. Valero Si. 
Salcedo Vilage, Makai Ciy 


Ste Manager 


MIYAN IRON WORKS CO. 
LTD-MANILA BRANCH 
Unk 1609 Henera Tower, 
VA Ruino cor. Valero Sts.. 
Salcedo Vilago, Makali Cty 


Constuction 


Tomotiro Sampai 
Engneer 


Japanese 


JUH CORPORATION 

{TF World Comos Condominium., 
330 Sen. G Puyal Ave.. 
Salcedo Vilage. Makati Cty 


Ruddy indra Kondoy 
Indonesian 


indonesian: 
Speaking Customer 
Suppor Service 
Reprosontative 


JUH CORPORATION 
‘UF Word Center Condominium, 
330 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave. 

Salcedo Vilago, Makati Cty 


Dang Khoa Wu 
Vietnamese 


Vietnamese 
Customer Support 
Senice 
Representative 


KOLARMY TECHNOLOGY INC. 
6309 Vio Cruz Extension 
San Antonio Vilage. Makati Cy 


Myongki Kim 
Korean 


Executive 
Operations 
Officer 


KOLARMY TECHNOLOGY INC. 
6308 Vio Cruz Extension, 
San Amonio Vilage, Makati Chy 


TAISE PHIL CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
23F Equtabie Bark Tower, 

Paseo de Roxas, Salcedo Vilage, 
Makati Cty 


Hyuk Jun Kin 
Korean 


Assistant 
Marketing 
Manager 


Toshio Yamastta 
Japanese 


Project Manager 


BAYVIEW TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
RY Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Avenue, 
Makati Cty 


Chinese Customer 
‘Suppon Associate 


Qiwen Xing 
Chinese 


LEEKIE ENTERPRISES INC. 


24iF Burgundy Corp. Tower, 
252 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave, Makati Chy 


Indonesian 
Customer 


‘Suppon att 


MEEJOO LATEX CORPORATION Goneral Manager 
U-4G42F, 5 Salem 
International Commercial, 


Domestic Rd, Pasay Cty 


CHINA CERTIFICATION 
& INSPECTION GROUP 
PHILIPPINES INC. 

18 Lincoln S. West Greentls, 
San Juan Cay 


General Manager 


INTERNATIONAL RESOURCING 
‘SOLUTIONS PHILIPPINES INC. 

‘Unt 1704 Cayland Pasong Tamo Tower, 
‘Don Chino Roces Ave., Makati Chy 


Gordon Wiliam James 
British 


BESTFRIEND LEE TRADING INC. 
26 Scout Tobias, South Tangle, 
Quezon Ciy 


Jongg Kim 
(wie of LEE) 
Korean 


Manager 


JLSC WORLD VISION CENTER INC. 


Dongin Kim 
4396 Vaidez St, Poblacion, Makati City 


Korean 


Manager 


MBM RESOURCES PHILIPPINES, 
mc. 

‘$408 DHI Bldg. 2, Lapu-lapu, 
Magallanes Ave., Makati Cty 


Vice President 
For Operations 


Frank Anthony 
Pastonno 
‘American 


1 you have any informationfobjection to the above mentioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 
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the YVYORLD wee 
utto freed; caretaker gov't sworn in 


ISLAMABAD—PRESIDENT PERVEZ MUSHARRAF 1 because I think never has democracy,” he added. been withdrawn but normal po- 
A Frid Pakistan seen such a smooth Musharraf has promised leg- lice security will stay with her,” 
swore in a new caretaker government Friday tO transition of government,” islative elections by Jan. 9, but said Khusro Pervaiz, home sec- 
steer emergency-ruled Pakistan toward elections, ee a eee opposition leaden ne consider- zany of Punjab province, 
i i tional black tunic instead of his ing a boycott and there is grow- adding that Bhutto was de- 
hours after former premier Benazir Bhutto was ny uniform, said at the cere- ing international anger at his tained to protect her from the 

freed from house arrest. mony. refusal to end the state ofemer- threat of suicide bombings. 
Parliament dissolved at mid- gency he imposed on Nov. 3. Aleading member of Bhutto's 
‘The oath-taking ceremony Military ruler Musharraf night on Thursday after com- Hours earlier, authorities Pakistan People’s Party said se- 
came as a senior US official hailed the previous government pleting a five-year term for the withdrew a seven-day deten- curity forces were still around 

headed for Islamabad to press for stabilizing Pakistan as he first time in the nuclear-armed tion order on Bhutto, who has the house. 

4 4 for an end to the state of emer- swore in the interim setup, led nation's turbulent history. been holed up behind barbed “We are free from detention 
$- gency, which the opposition by caretaker premier and close “Itake pride in the fact that, wire at an aide's house in La- but the barbed wire and police 
eD says will make the polls due by ally Mohammedmian Soomro. being a man in uniform, I in- hore since Tuesday. are still out there,” Sen. Safdar 
CARETAKER PM Soomro remes early January an unfair sham. “Today we are creating histo- troduced the essence of *The detention order has Abbasisaid. AFP 
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The more you use your Si 
the closer you get to your 


Simply use your SMART MONEY fo earn raffle points | é ka 
for hae to win these exciting prizes: a = 


‘yp SMART Bro subscription package 


Fi 


z7 
| 
A 


A 


m2 


i ji iPod Touch, Nintendo Wii, ý 
Monthly Prizes: Nokia N77, mane 
Grand Prize : Trip for four (4} to Hong Kong:Disneylan po eee 
of the following transactions: 


To join, earn points by using your SMART MONEY on any 


Sa 


© Airtime reload purchase 


i 
, 


* Bills payment 


ji 2 ceablshments) 
* SMART MONEY purchase transactions (Mobile Payment or vio MasterCard 


ITER NOW! 
GET YOUR FREE SMART MONEY AT THE NEAREST WIRELESS CEN 


NEY hotline ot 15177 on your S 
eee Peon ene HETIL CE 


MART cellphone or vist www.smart.com-ph 


See flyers for more date 


Promo period : November 15, 2007 ~ January 31, 2008. Por DTLNCR Permit No. 5656, sarios of 2007. 
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Harbour fights 
to regain stride 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HARBOUR CENTRE SETS OUT TO 
regain momentum versus San Mig Cof- 
fee, while Mail and More fights to move 
further up against Bacchus Energy Drink 
in today’s PBL action. 

‘Still smarting from their first Joss, Batang 
Pier will vie to keep second spot in the V-Go 
Extreme Energy Drink Cup at 2 p.m. at The 
‘Arena in San Juan. 

Mail and More coach Allan Gregorio, mean- 
while, said he’s confident about his Comets’ 4 
pm. assignment after they managed to log 
two straight victories following a dismal 0-3 
start. 

“We are getting better,” said Gregorio. “We 
are taking things one game at a time and not 
thinking of our position in the standings.” 

The Comets, bannered by Khiel Misa and 
Marcy Arellano, have hit their stride the past 
‘two weeks with triumphs over Toyota Bal- 
intawak, 81-74, and Pharex, 73-64. 

“Our first three losses, we can attribute to MAKAN COL 
the team not having jelled yet,” said Gregorio. 4 EOE COCKPIT, CÀGAYAN 

Batang Pier continued to draw consistent + AQUINO COL., DAVAO 
performances from Fil-Am guard Solomon 
Mercado, TY Tang and Rico Maierhofer, but 
unfortunately got tripped by Hapee which 
snapped their four-game winning run by mere 
a bucket, 77-76, last Saturday. 

‘The loss shoved the three-time champions 
down to second at 4-1, behind the Complete 
Protectors, the only unbeaten squad after five 

yesterday's PBA game won by the Dragons, 95-93, at the Cuneta 


Astrodome. Story in Late Sports on A18. ON 
HARBOUR’ A14 


EXHILARATION WAS NEVER SO LUXURIOUS. 
THAT'S THE FEELING OF SA-A 


‘The attraction is instant. You've never seen anything like it. Big and spacious, yet A 
sleek. Sporty, yet sophisticated. Holding all the promise of Mazda's agility and J f 
277hp all-wheel driva performance on the road. Not to mention safety engineering } 
that’s garnered the highest SUV ratings in North America. No wonder Motor Trend | 
magazine named it sport utility of the year. To experience the pure pleasure of a 
CX prestige crossover SUV — cross over to Mazda today! 


w sac n EEEE 
* Luxury interiors that comfortably seat 7 * 6 speed * Highest NHTSA SUV mma: 


j Activamatic safety ratings 
fecior may vary from actual unit Mazda Hotline #® 85-MAZDA (85-62932) www.mazda.com.ph 


Macka Alabang 9 1/2 S168 1 69 © Mazda Coenhill 2:727 1102 8 Mazid Makati A 751-2245 to I6 e M nrn Avemu: A? 7123359 © Mazda Cebu (032) 238-2222 


HONG KONG—TONY LASCUNA 
fired a 69 and Juvic Pagunsan a 67 
yesterday and stood as the leading Fil- 
ipino performers after the second 
round of the UBS Hong Kong Open at 
the Hong Kong Golf Club in Fan Ling. 
Pagunsan shot five birdies while 
Lascufia made three as they both to- 
taled 137, nine strokes off Sweden's 
Robert Karlsson, good for 39th spot. 
‘Veteran Frankie Mifioza lay in 51st 
place along with 11 others after a sec- 
ond straight 69 while Gerald Rosales 
made up for his first-round 73 with a 


66 to jump to joint 63rd from 119th. 

Karlsson blasted his second straight 
sixcunder-par 64 for a four-stroke lead 
over Spaniard Miguel Angel Jimenez, 
whois alone in second spot after a 67. 

Karlsson, who finished runner-up in 
Portugal last month, emulated his 
‘opening round performance, enjoying 
a bogey-free second round with six 
birdies on the way to a two-day total 
of 12-under-par 128. 

Two-time Asian No. 1 Thongchai 
Jaidee of Thailand matched American 
Bryan Saltus’ 65 and the pair shared 
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SPORTS 
Lascufia, Pagunsan in joint 39th Pucay, Casas 1 shot off Thai leader 


third place, five strokes off the pace. 

Canadian star Mike Weir also rose 
to joint third after a 64 in the $2.25- 
million event co-sanctioned by the 
Asian Tour and European Tour 

“It is great to be in this position and 
Thave played really well over the first 
two days,” said Karlsson. 

China's top golfer Liang Wen- 
chong, who leads the Asian Tours UBS 
Order of Merit race, improved with a 
66 and tied for 12th place alongside 
‘overnight leader KJ Choi, who slipped 
with a 72. Asian Tour News 


HO CHI MINH CITY—THAILAND’S NAKUL 
Vichitryuthasastr moved one stroke clear of 
Filipinos Mars Pucay and Felix Casas after 
the third round of the Mercedes-Benz 
‘Championship Vietnam Friday. 

Nakul fired a one-under-par 71 at the Viet- 
nam Golf and Country Club in the fourth leg of 
the Asean Golf Tour 

Pucay, joint leader at the start of the day 
with Nakul, shot a 72 while Casas came in with 
a68. 

A stroke further back are Pijit Petchakasem 
of Thailand and Malaysian Khor Kheng Hwai. 

The 24-year-old Nakul leads the field with a 
four-sunder-par 212. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2007 


Breathing down his neck are the experi- 
enced Pucay and Casas, who have been com- 
peting at the professional level in Asia for a 
decade. 

“That was my second level-par round. It’s 
not great, but T am definitely in with a chance,’ 
said Pucay. AFP 

‘The leading third round scores: 

212—Nakul Vichitryuthasastr (THA) 70-71-71; 213—Mars 
Pucay (PHI) 69-72-72, Felix Casas (PHI) 71-74-68; 214—Plit 
Petchakasem (THA) 70-75-69, Khor Kheng Hwal (MAS) 71-75- 
68; 215—Jay Bayron (PHi-a) 69-75-71; 216—Sirapong 
Matvesyuenyong (THA) 737271, Pol Kenora (THA 69-75- 
'72,217—Hyunh Van Son (VIE-2) 69-74-74, Pompang Phatlum 
(HH) 7772488, 


Sharp Korean tandem gains 
Holcim ITF tennis semifinals 
By Marc Anthony Reyes 


A PAIR OF FEISTY KOREANS THREATEN TO 
reduce the Holcim ITF women's tennis tour- 
nament into a tale of two Kims yesterday af- 
ter drubbing their respective rivais and mov- 
ing into the semifinals at the Manila Polo 
Club's covered shellcourts. 

Qualifiers Kim Hae-sung and Kim Jung- 
eun repulsed Indonesia's Vivien Sifany-Tony, 
6-3, 6-2, and sith seed Thai Noppawan 
So Lericheewakarn, 6-4, 6-1, respectively. 

Supuuuuutl Hae-sung will take on fifth-seed Chang 

i Kai-chen of Chinese Taipei, who overcame 
Korean Jeong Yoon-young, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Jun-Eun next faces seventh-seeded Swiss 
Nicole Riner, who handily defeated China's! 
Qiu Sisi, 6-3, 6-1 

Both armed with powerful forehands and 
solid determination, the Koreans wil stil face 
an uphill battle in today's semifinals which 
starts at 12 noon. 


UGBA stagfest: 100 fights up 
MORE THAN 100 FIGHTS ARE ON TAP IN 
the UGBA Heritage Cup National 9-Stag Der- 
by which gets going today at the San Juan 
Coliseum. 

A total of 19 cockers have so far posted 
three straight wins in the series of 3-stag 
eliminations of the derby backed by Sagu- 
paan Superfeeds Complexor 3000. 

‘The remaining Metro Manila eliminations 
unfurl on Nov. 24, 26 and 28 at SUC. 

For inquiries, call Ugba at 0920-5851940. 


Big Pasig derbies slated 

BIG COCKFIGHTING EVENTS RETURN TO 
‘the Pasig Square Garden starting tomorrow 
via the NFGB National Bakbakan 10-Stag 
Derby championship round. 

‘Seeing action tomorrow are participants 
who scored 4 and 4.5 points in the semifi- 
nals staged at PSG and Araneta Coliseum. 

According to National Federation of 
Gamefowl Breeders president Ricoy Pal- 
mares Jr., those who will score a total of 8.5 
points may still emerge as champion. 

Meanwhile, the PSG management also 
presents the Cock Season Opener 4-cock 
derby" on Nov. 23, 28 and 30. 
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Mt. Makiling 
girl sinks ’em 


Tiny tanker splashes way to 4 golds 


By June Navarro 


tA 


onds in downing Thea Mar 
Caluma (1:11.86) and Herranz 
(1:12.92) in the 100m free 
while posting a time of two 
minutes and 54.70 seconds in 
the 200m IM. 

Quezon City, Iloilo City and 
Negros Occidental also relied 
on their quadruple gold-medal- 
ists to keep pace with overall 
leader Manila. 

Louise Sarmiento ruled the 
50m freestyle, 100m freestyle, 
100m backstroke and 200m IM 
for girls 17 and over while 12- 
year-old Jose Gio Palencia con- 
ere tributed two more (50m free 
id and 100m free) in his division 
Antique for the QC tankers. 

Angeles Cy Kiefer Ticao, 18, pocketed 
poset the golds in the 100m free, 
Misamis Or 100m back, 400m IM and 200m 
Cam. Sur IM to put Hoilo City on the 
Muctinlupa medal standings while Ba- 

colod’s Krestia Angela Lacson 

topped the 200m IM, 400m IM, 
100m and 50m free. 

“My wish to become a part of 
the national team has been 
granted,” said Ticao, who will 
transfer to Trace college next year as a 
member of the national training pool. 

Manila's 12 gold medals for the day in ath- 
letics dislodged Quezon City from the top. 

Manila now has 20 golds, 10 silvers and 
nine bronzes, while Quezon City has a 19- 
18-11 collection. Laguna, at third, is in the 
thick of the fight with 16 golds, 18 silvers 
and 15 bronzes, thanks to tiny Ana Nicole. 


Medal Tally G $ 8 

Mania” 20 10 9 

3:2 LOS BANOS—A WISPY 11- SuezonGity 19 18 11 
year-old girl from mythical [200,16 18 15 
Mt. Makiling, seeing action in 
her first big tournament, 
scored a fairy-tale win yester- 
day by scooping up four swim- 
ming gold medals in the 2nd 
Philippine Olympic Festival 
national championships here. 

Tiny Ana Nicole Tan practi- 
cally carried the entire Laguna 
delegation on her young shoul- 
ders to the amazement of the 
sizeable crowd at the world- 
class Trace Aquatics Center 
here with sparkling wins in the 
100-meter freestyle, 100m 
backstroke and 200m individu- 
al medley for 11-year-old girls. 

Standing barely four feet, the 
Grade V student from the Morn- 
ing Star Montessori-Los Baños 
also anchored the Laguna 
tankers to a win in the 200m 
freestyle relay that catapulted 
the province to third overall. 

“This is my first time to join a 
tournament as big as this,” the 
lone child of a Department of Labor and 
Employment official said in Filipino. 

Tan defeated provincemate Ariana Her- 
ranz in the 100m backstroke after clocking 
one minute and 19.64 seconds. Herranz 
registered 1:23.60 for the silver and Negros 
Oriental’s Ana Danie Paraiso checked in at 
1:24.46 for bronze. 

Tan clocked one minute and 10.74 sec- 


BELLY CURE 


Toilo Prov 
Naga. 

Bulacan 
Davao Norte 4 
C.De00 3 
laUnion 3 
Pangasinan 3 
Valenzuela 3 


SWIMMERS vie in the 13-14 giris’ 50-meter freestyle won by Bacolod’s 
‘Angela Lacson at the Trace Aquatics Center, Los Baños. ROLE 


Harbour fights to . . . 


From page A23 

And the Coffee Kings are ex- 
pected to give Batang Pier another 
tough challenge with Bonbon 
Custodio, NCAA Most Valuable 
Player Kelvin dela Peña and veter- 
an Al Magpayo leading the offen- 
sive charge. 

Over at the Bacchus camp, 


Malabon 
Pateros 
Nueva Ecija 
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coach Lawrence Chongson still 
couldn't find the winning combi- 
nation for his Raiders despite the 
steady game of forward Hans 
Thiele. 

‘The Raiders absorbed their fifth 
straight setback after a disap- 
pointing overtime loss to Pharex, 
79-76, last Thursday. 


Highlands ladies virtual WGAP champs 


By Jong Arcano 
Inquirer Golf Monthly editor 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
(GENERAL HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS SERVICE commano AY 
Camp General Emilo A Quezon City xf 
GHO & HSC PROPERTY DISPOSAL COMMITTEE Sy 


INVITATION To BID 


sweep with abbreviated victories in the ag- 
gregate match play format among pairs 
made up of Class A and Class B entries. 
Tagaytay raised its total to 8 points and, 
with a hefty 4-point lead over Valley and Ala- 
bang, will need just a draw in its last four 
‘matches to lift the WGAP Cup when the se- 
ries winds up next week at Ayala Greenfields. 
‘The complete WGAP Cup results is avail- 
able at pilipinasgolfécom, the joint website of 
Inque Golf and Golf Digest Philippines. 
Alabang scored 2.5 points on two wins and 
a draw while Valley won two matches to tie 
for second at 4 points. Sta. Elena got stuck at 
2.5 with Southwoods dead-last with 1.5. 
Alabang drew wins from Loma Tabuena- 
Videlyn Torralba and Christine Naidoo Vivian 
Chua while Tricia Maclang and Carol Nielsen: 
salvaged a draw. 
Valley also kept its"bid alive through 
Marvi Monsalve-Belinda del Rosario and 


UV parades 6-11 Fil-Am 
today; Archers out of it 


GAME TODAY (The Arena, San Juan) 


Daniela Uy-Syivia Carpio. 

“I worked out the possible pairings over 
and over again to get the best winning com- 
bination,” Highlands captain of the day, 
Dionne Cu, said. ‘All our teams were never 
down. It was up and up all the way.” 

Tipps (Hedy See and Vaz Domingo) deleted 

4 is jon) 

Matang (fina Goals and Loit Argus) 6 & 5 

2 gan (Karen Buenaventura and Mey Ley) deletes 

Vay (n Mangue aia) T&G 
iflands (otste Dmson and Veronica Veloso) defeated 
Sa Bera Fio Co and Nany Origa) 

‘4 Hagtands (Weine Pors and Rosalie Heo) deleted 
Soutaoods (Ciare Ong an Nini Samaniego) 5 & 4 

Aang (Loma Taboea and Vasiy Tas) deleted 
Sta. Bera (Aice Jose and Aam Mio) 

"6. Sautwoods (Eachie Abera ang Shala Rotis) deleted 
Sta Enna (Vince Goio and Ob Reyes) 

"7 aly (Mari Monsalve and Beind del Rosato) defeated 
Sa. Sera (Candice Yio ad Tem Leung) 

8. Vay (Danie Uy and Siva Carpio) detente Soutwoods 
(Caine Garsa and Bete Vaanuna) 4 & 3 

 Soutwods (Sandy Veagen and Tere Av) drew wèh 
Natang (Troa Madang and Carol Nesen) 

“TO. Asang (Greine Nadao and Vwan Chua) eat Valey 
(rez dei Rosano and Aice Scar) 7&6 


PL ont 26: Cap Genrer anon Sy IT'S ANOTHER BIG SWEEP FOR TAGAYTAY 
Highlands. 

The Highlands ladies pounced on the dis- 
qualification of Sta. Elena in Tuesday's leg 
played at The Country Club in Canlubang, 
Laguna, to win all of its four matches for the 
second straight week and virtually end its 
search for a WGAP Cup crown. 

Fresh off their 4-0 victory in the skirmishes 
among Class B and Class C players last week 
at the Orchard’s Player course in Dasmariñas, 
Cavite, the Highlands ladies got an automatic 
win through the pair of Totelle Dimson and 
Veronica Veloso when the entire Sta. Elena 
squad was DQd for late submission of entries. 

Hedy See and Maripaz Domingo, Karen 
Buenaventura and Mely Leyeza, Maline Flo- 
res and Rosalie Heo completed the Highlands 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
PROVINCE OF ILOCOS SUR 
MUNICIPALITY OF QUIRINO 


INVITATION TO BiD 


The Municipality of Quirino Ilocos Sur invites sealed bids for the 
construction of: 

PROPOSED PROJECT/LOCATION 
Concreting of Lagpat Pathway 
Poblacion Quirino Ilocos Sur Š 
Concreting & Improvement of Sudae St. 
Poblacion Quirino llocos Sur 
Concreting of Dagwan Road 


aBC 
247,873.11 
P 417,724.45 


P426,831.43 “We don’t have an idea how Lyceum 


Daginan, Poblacion Quirino locos Sur 
Installation of Ceiling of Municipal Hall 
Quirino llocos Sur 

Bidding documents may be purchased starting November 19, 2007 @ 

the BAC Secretariat @ Mayor's Office Quirino Ilocos Sur upon payment 

ot a non-refundable fee of TWO THOUSAND PESOS (2,000.00) for each 

set. 

Deadline of submission of Intent shall be on November 25, 2007, and 

‘opening of Bids shall be on December 3, 2007, @ exactly 10:00 a.m. in 

the morning @ the S.B. session hall Quirino Ilocos Sur. 

Bid shall be valid 90 days alter Bid Opening | shall be accompanied by a 

bid security equivalent to 2.5% of the ABC in a form of cash, Manager's 

Check, Bank Guarantee or its equivalent in a convertible currency and 

shall be delivered @ the BAC secretariat on or before 10:00 a.m. 

December 3, 2007 at which time they will be opened in the presence of, 

bidders who wish to attend. = 

BAC reserves the right to reject any and al bids without offering any 

reason. 


P 242,655.75 


(Sod.) ENGR. JOSEFINO L. MANAGDAG 
‘BAC Chairman 


12pm—Uniof Visayas vs Lyceum 
By Jasmine Payo 


GREG SLAUGHTER DEBUTS IN THE 
Manila cage scene as the 6-foot-11 Fil- 
‘Am tries to lead the University of the 
Visayas Lancers against the Lyceum Pi- 
rates for the last quarterfinal berth in 
the FiL-Oil/Flying V National Collegiate 
Champions League today at The Arena 
in San Juan. 

“He's a good defender” said Lancers 
coach Boy Cabahug of the rookie cen- 
ter, whose mother Emma Fuentes 
traces her roots in Cebu. “He has a nice 
soft touch from outside.” 

The Lancers, who also have 6-foot-7 
Rino Berame at their disposal, are fa- 
vored to advance to the Round of Eight. 


plays, but we're ready” said Cabahug. 

‘The winner in today’s final elimina- 
tion game will go up against the Univer- 
sity of Mindanao Wildcats at the start of 
the quarterfinals on Monday. 

Back-to-back NCAA champions San 
Beda Red Lions then tangle with 2006 
UAAP titlist Santo Tomas Tigers. 

‘The Wildcats won by default over 
reigning UAAP champions La Salle 
Green Archers on Thursday. 

La Salle begged off from the tourna- 
ment but organizers said the schedule 
had already been made. 

‘The Far Easter Tamaraws and the 
STI Olympians clash on Wednesday, 
while the Ateneo Eagles collide with the 
Jose Rizal Bombers to wrap up the 
quarterfinal round. 

With a report from June Navarro 


ATENEO’S Michael Joseph Nieto drives off La Salle’s 
| Miguel Lanot in the Milo-sponsored BEST Center 
| SBP NCR finals recently. The country’s brightest 
young cagers converge in Ik 
tomorrow to dispute top honors in the national finals 


of the 22nd BEST Center SBP-Passerelle tournament 
at the Iloilo Sports Complex in oilo City. 
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By Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


DUMAGUETE CITY—EFREN “BATA’ REYES 
flashed vintage form to oust compatriot Dennis Or- 
collo, 9-3, with a near-perfect game Thursday night 
and lead the Filipino charge in the Negros Oriental 
International 9-Ball Championships at the Du- 
maguete Convention Center here. 

After winning the lag, the 53-year-old Reyes, top 
player of Puyat Sports, blitzed to an early 6-1 lead and 
was never threatened in the race-to-9, alternate break 
match. 

In a magnificent, if anti-climactic wind-up, Reyes, 
who advanced from the losers’ bracket, watched Or- 
collo suffer a dry break in the 12th rack before clearing 
up fora 9-3 win, 

‘The tournament features some of the world’s best, 
including a total of nine World Pool champions head- 
ed by Reyes, Alex Pagulayan, Ronnie Alcano, Johnny 
Archer of the United States, Ralf Souquet and 
Thorsten Hohmann of Germany, Wu Chia-ching of 
Chinese Taipei, Kunihiko Takahashi of Japan and Mika 
Immonen of Finland 

Reyes suffered a lone scratch in the 11th rack that 
gave Orcollo a chance to slice the lead at 8-3. 

Sharing the limelight with Reyes was teener Jech- 
Jech Limen of Negros Billiard Stable who scored stun- 
ning upsets over heavyweights Naoyuki Oi of Japan, 
9-5, and Wu, 9-3. 

‘The tournament winner pockets $20,000 with the 
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Reyes ousts Orcollo; 
teener topples big guns 


EFREN “Bata” Reyes lines his shot against Dennis Orcollo in yesterday's featured match. 


runner-up getting $10,000. The losing semifinalists 
receive $5,000 each. 

European No.1 Konstantin Stepanov of Russia dis 
posed of 2006 WPC champ Alcano, 9-2, in the losers’ 
side, before scoring a come-from-behind 9-7 victory 
over Francisco “Django” Bustamante. 


‘The 43-year-old Bustamante, who beat Reyes, 9-2, 
in the opening round last Wednesday, got a comfort- 
able 7-3 lead but got stuck at 7 racks with two un- 
forced error. 

‘The matches will be aired over Solar Sports Nov. 22- 
29. 


Top young karters Sabal tipped to regain Milo crown 


in crucial battles 


THE COUNTRY’S UP-AND-COMING KARTERS 
gear up for their most crucial battle today in the 
championship round of the 2007 Shell Helix Kart- 
ing Super Series at the Carmona Circuit in Cavite. 

JeT Racing skipper Javi Benitez and Tuason 
Racing:R2R karter Joey Orduna will have their 
hands full against equally talented rivals. p 

The 13-year-old Benitez, who leads the race for 
the ROK Junior crown with 415 points, expects a 
tough battle against Tuason Racing-R2R's Roby 
Benito and Juha Turalba, as well as Cebu Racing 
Group's Patrick Gandionco. 

Benito is second with 377 while Gandionco, 
who won the last leg at Boomland, and Turalba 
closely trails with 349 and 348, respectively 

Orduna holds sway in the Mini-ROK class 
where he leads with 468 points, But his ttle bid 
remains at risk with Tonyo Carcel of the Cebu Rac- 
ing Group and Franco Reyes of JeT Racing right 
behind with 394 and 348, respectively. 
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CRESENCIANO SABAL IS HEAVILY FAVORED TO 
regain the Milo Marathon crown he won two years ago 
when the 31st edition of the foot race holds its grand fi- 
nals tomorrow starting at the Quirino Grandstand. 

Sabal, who set a course record of two hours, 21 min- 
utes and 33 seconds in 2005, failed to defend his ttle 
last year when he suffered muscle cramps halfway in 
the 42.195-kilometer race. 

Sabal faces lighter competition with the absence of 
veteran Eduardo Buenavista and 2006 winner Julius 
Sermona, 

Buenavista erased Sabal's record during the Metro 
Manila elimination race last July 22 with a clocking of 
2:18:53. But he and Sermona will miss this year’s 
preparation for the 24th SEA Games next month. 

Fellow SEA Games bets Allan Ballester, Roy Vence 
and two-time women's champion Jho-An Banayag will 
likewise skip Sunday's race. 

Sabal will most likely encounter stiff challenge from 
Rodolfo Tacadino, Bernardo Desamito, Mamerto Cor- 
puz, Rogelio Sarmiento, Rolando Piamonte, Reynaldo 
Delos Reyes, Crifrankreadel Indapan, Jerry Lindawan, 
Juniel Languido and Abraham Barcarse Jr. 

The distaff side will be a tight race among 2004 


yu 
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FITNESS guru Jim Saret (center), Milo Marathon 
national race organizer Rudy Biscocho and Nestle 
AVP and Milo executive for Sports Events Pat Goc- 
‘ong join forces to show marathon finalists the proper 
way of running, avoiding injuries and developing 
speed during the carbo-loading party at the North 
Greenhills Clubhouse Thursday night. 


champion Estela Mamac-Diaz, Ailene Tolentino, 
Flordeliza Carreon, Maricel Maquilan, Ellen Tolentino, 
Sealand Agana, Merlita Arias and Cecile Faith Topia. 

‘Trophies and more than P700,000 in prize money 
will be given away, including P75,000 each for the 
marathon king and queen. 


Tigresses, 
Lady Falcons 
thwart rivals 


By Romina S. Austria 


UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS AND SAN 
Sebastian College held on to the lead with 
victories over their respective rivals yester- 
day at the start of the semifinal round of the 
2007 Shakey's V-League women’s volley- 
ball second conference at The Arena in San 
Juan. 

UST labored through five sets before sub- 
duing Adamson University, 22-25, 25-18, 
17-25, 26-24, 15-10, while San Sebastian 
had an easier time disposing of Ateneo, 25- 
21, 25-17, 25-19, as they improved their 
records to 7-1. 

Ateneo is still in third spot at 5-3 while 
Adamson remained in fourth place at 4-4. 

The Tigresses, the first conference cham- 

-a = pions, went to 
[stanbmas w L Venus Bernal, Mary 

7 | Jean Balse and 
pj guest player 
4 4 Suzanne Gonzales, 

4 who combined for 
68 points. 

San Sebastian's 
‘Thai import Jaroen- 
sti Bualee outdu- 

elled fellow Thai 
‘vs Santo Tomas Lithawat Kesinee 

7 anew, making 32 
while the Ateneo reinforcement was held to 
just 15 points. 


Marho Breeders 
Cup dangles P7M 


A PRIZE POT OF MORE THAN P7 MILLION 
is at stake when local horse racing's finest 
horses vie in the 12th Metropolitan Associ- 
ation of the Race Horse Owners, Inc. 
(Marho) Breeders’ Cup Championship Day 
derbies this Sunday at Santa Ana Park. 

Six divisional races are on tap with the P2 
million, 2,050-meter San Miguel Classic for 
older horses the program's centerpiece race. 

Empire King, the multitided horse, leads 
the San Miguel field. 

‘The 3YO and Juvenile races and a Sprint 
Race will also be held during the festival 

‘The Smart 3YO Colts race will be disputed 
over the mile with former juvenile champion 
E's Magic tipped as the favorite over six others. 

In the 3YO Fillies race, a grudge match b 
tween Es Twenty Six and Treasured Ack is ex- 
pected, also over 1,600 meters, with the win- 
ner going home with P1 million, 

The Juvenile races over 1,500 meters carry 
prize money of P1 million each. M.R. Castillo 
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A-Rod, Yanks discussing $275-million deal 


Beckham returns to England : 
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NEW YORK—ALEX RODRIGUEZ AND THE NEW YORK YANKEES HAVE & ) “Sep P. VIENNA, AUSTRIA—DAVID BECKHAM WILL RETURN TO THE ENGLAND 


agreed to the outline of a record $275 million, 10-year contract. The k 
deal would potentially allow him to earn millions more if he sets career } > the LA Galaxy star's 98th international 
homerun records. AP certain to miss out on Euro 2008 if Ru: 


team for its friendly against Austria on Friday after a knee injury. It will be 


match for England, which is almost 
ssia wins at Israel on Saturday. AP 


Bonds faces 30 years for perjury 


SAN FRANCISCO—BARRY ;#“ 


} Bonds, Major League Base- 
ball’s home run king, was in- 
dicted for perjury and ob- 
struction of justice on Thurs- 

TA day and could go to prison in- 
stead of the Hall of Fame for 
telling a federal grand jury he 
did not knowingly use perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs. 

The indictment, culminating 


a four-year investigation into .~ 


doping by elite U.S. athletes, 
charged Bonds with four counts 
of perjury and one of obstruc- 
tion of justice. If convicted, he 
could be sentenced to a maxi- 
‘mum of 30 years in prison. 

After the indictment, Bonds’ 
personal trainer, Greg Ander- 
son, was ordered released after 
spending most of the past year 
in prison for refusing to testify 
against his friend. 

In August, when the 43-year- 


BARRY Bonds: In trouble again a», 


old Bonds passed Hank Aaron: 
to become the MLB career home 
run leader, he flatly rejected any. 
suggestion that the milestone 
was stained by steroids. 

“This record is not tainted at 
all. At all. Period,” Bonds said. 

Bonds finished the year with 
762 homers, seven more than. 
Aaron, and is currently a free 
agent. AP. 


| Mavericks outlast « 
Spurs; Suns score 


DALLAS—THE DALLAS MA- 
vericks defeated the San Anto- 
nio Spurs, 105-92, in an early 
season showdown of two NBA 
heavyweights on Thursday. 

But despite the big Western 
Conference victory, the Maver- 
icks were not reading too much 
into the win. 
Sa pemopes SP-A “We can make a little state- 
& Si gee = = = oe ment, but it doesn't. mean 
SO BARRIT “Fo oe ‘ieee tsa, much,” Devin Harris said. “We 
” J i Dagepan, Te. e: ia look to make a statement in the 


MAJ 


eine 8 
a 


playoffs.” 

Josh Howard scored 23 
points for the Mavericks. 

In Phoenix, Leandro Barbosa 
scored 25 points, including 5-of- 
7 on 3s, and Grant Hill added 24 
points as the Suns beat the Chica- 
goBulls, 112-102, AP/Reuters 


NBA on Basketball TV today 
8:30 a.m—Miami vs Boston 
(replay at 9 p.m) 
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BOP surplus hits all-time high = 


Jan-Oct record 
reaches $7.85B 
on strong inflows 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES POSTED A 
record balance-of-payments 
surplus of $7.85 billion in the 
first 10 months of the year on 
the back of strong foreign in- 
vestments and remittance in- 
flows, the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas said yesterday. 

In October alone, the BOP surplus reached 
$1.19 billion, reversing the $95-million 
deficit posted in September. 

"The overall surplus for the 10-month peri- 
od dwarfed the $3.8-billion surplus in the 
same period last year, and exceeded the $6.3- 
billion target for the full year. 

“The BOP has continued to register a 
strong surplus as a result of sustained foreign 
exchange inflows coming from overseas Fil- 
ipino remittances, merchandise exports, net 
inflows of foreign direct and portfolio invest- 
ments and investment income of the BSP” 
said Bangko Sentral Governor Amando 
"Tetangco Jr. 

‘The BOP measures the foreign exchange 
transactions between the local economy and 
the rest of the world. Any transaction which 
gives rise to a payment by a Philippine resi- 
dent, like importation or debt servicing, is a 
deficit item in the BOR while that which gives 
rise to a receipt, like borrowing, exporting or 
remitting cash from abroad, is a surplus item. 

Because of the strong BOP surplus, BSP 
Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo said the 
peso would likely remain strong against the 
US dollar. 

‘The country’s strong external position 
since the start of the year has fueled the pe- 
so's appreciation by more than 14 percent 
since the start of the year, making the local 
currency the best performing denomination 
in developing Asia. 

Monthly remittances flowing into the 
country have exceeded the $1-billion mark 
since May 2006. Based on the BSP's latest da- 
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Fitch remains 
upbeat on 
RP economy 


ALTHOUGH GLOBAL CREDIT WATCHDOG 
Fitch Ratings is upbeat on the Philippines’ 
growth prospects for this year and the next, it 
is still worried about the government's collec 
tion shortfall, which may affect the country’s 
strong economic momentum. 

Fitch Ratings’ senior director and head of 
Asia sovereign ratings James McCormack 
told reporters at the sidelines of the Philip- 
pine Economic Society convention yester- 
day that the country could post an average 
gross domestic product growth of 7 percent 
this year. 

Despite a widely expected global economic 
slowdown next year, McCormark said a 6- 
percent Philippine GDP growth would still be 
viable. 

The country’s GDP grew to 7.3 percent in 
the firsthalf of 2007—the highest among the 
middle-income countries of Southeast Asia. 

‘The Philippines was able to attain its high- 
est economic growth in 20 years due to the 
‘government's improved spending on infras- 
tructure, an external payments surplus, 
falling interest rates, recovering financial 
markets and strong consumption fueled by 
remittances from overseas Filipino workers. 

But Fitch, which rates the government's 
credit at two notches below investment grade 
and is the most optimistic among the three 
major global rating agencies, is still disap- 
pointed over the revenue shortfalls despite 
the country’s strong economic performance 
in the first half of the year. 

Standard & Poor's rates sovereign credit at 
three notches below investment grade, while 
Moody's rating is the most pessimistic at four 
notches below investment grade. 

“We were surprised at how weak revenues 


were in the first half,” McCormack said. “If È 


the economy grows fast and tax revenues 
don't, that’s unusual.” 

He noted that, in the case of China, rev- 
enue growth was even stronger that the rate 
of economic expansion. š 

“Tax administration simply has to improve 

FITCH/B3 
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{Park comfabihity, the Pranfana: With more than. 

half of the property devoted'to wide-gpen spaces; 
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~ Commune with ature, find your peace, and strike a balance 
» with the here arid now at the Pramana Residential Park. 


Experience Asian Culture Parks and Gardens 


Lush landscapes and manicured 
gardens surround the residents’ 
homes at the Pramana. 


Signature peaked roofs, 
wood and natural stone characterize 
every Pramana home. 


STOCK MARKET 
Stocks drop 2% 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE 
Index yesterday fell 73.26 points, or 
2.04 percerit, to 3,598.96, due toa 
drop on Wall Street. 
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Gov't corporate income 
tax take up in 9 months 


Higher business earnings, increased tax rate 


By Michelle V. Remo 


“THE GOVERNMENT'S INCOME 
tax collection from corporate tax- 
payers registered a double-digit in- 
crease in January to September due 
to higher company earnings and the 
increase in the tax rate from 32 per- 
cent to 35 percent. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
said its corporate income tax collec- 
tion reached P170.25 billion in the 
first nine months of the year, up 
18.47 percent from P143.7 billion 
in the same period last year and ex- 
ceeding by 2.2 percent the target of 
P166.59 billion for the period. 

‘The increase in the corporate in- 
come tax rate, which took effect in 
November last year, was provided 
for in the Value-Added Tax Reform 
(RVAT) Law, which also expanded 
the coverage of the tax. 


in the corporate income tax collec- 
tion was further boosted by higher 
corporate earnings. 

‘The strong inflows of portfolio 
and foreign direct investments aris- 
ing from the improved perception 
on the Philippine economy, which 
grew by an average of 7.3 percent 
in the first half of the year, were 
credited by government's economic 
managers for the improved income- 
generation performance of the cor- 
porate sector. 

BIR data showed that of the total 
corporate income tax collection in 
the first three quarters, P85.76 bi 
lion represented the companies’ 
own liabilities, while the remaining 
P84.49 billion was accounted for by 
income taxes withheld by these cor- 
porate taxpayers. The Tax Code re- 
quires large taxpayers to withhold 


Finance officials said the increase 


portion of the tax liabilities on their 
suppliers’ income. ` 


Despite the higher-than-target 
collection of corporate income tax 
in the first nine months, the BIR still 
fell short of its total tax collection 
target for the period. 

‘The Department of Finance, 
mother agency of the BIR, earlier 
reported that the BIR's total tax col- 
lection stood at P521.9 billion in 
January to September, about P45 
billion short of its goal of P566.9 
Billion. 

The shortfall was recorded for 
other tax types, including excise 
taxes on sin products, the BIR said. 

The BIR, whose full-year collec- 
tion target was set at P765.9 billion, 
was tasked to implement measures 
to tighten its audit function and 
plug leakages in revenue collection. 
‘The tax collection agency was also 
told to update its taxpayers 
database to capture unregistered 


income earners. 


Pure Foods net up 171% to P967M 


Ginebra’s 9-mo 
profit down 
8.8% to P325.6M 


‘LIQUOR FIRM GINEBRA SAN MIGUEL INC. 
said its net income in the first nine months of 
the year slipped 8.8 percent to P325.63 mil- 
lion from P357.13 million in the same peri- 
od last year due mainly to higher marketing 
and fixed operational expenses. 

‘Third quarter results, however, showed a 
274-percent jump in net income to P94.41 
million from P25.2 million in the same 
months last year. 

Efforts to increase the number of directly 
served outlets and to intensify product penetra- 
tion and availabilty resulted in a 74-percent in- 
crease in the company's selling and marketing 
‘expenses to P1.17 billion in the nine-month pe- 
riod from P673 million a year ago. 

In its financial report to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange (PSE), GSMI said that while 
fixed operational expenses rose during the 
nine-month period, interest and financing 
charges fell 62 percent to P109 million from 
year-ago level. This was attributed to the re- 
duction in accounts receivables and invento- 
ries which freed up funds for debt payments. 

Tn the third quarter, interest expenses 
were also down by 60 percent to P35.16 
million from P87.15 million in the same pe- 
riod last year. 

Net sales in the nine-month period grew 
slightly by 2.3 percent to P9.49 billion from 
P9.28 billion. Total sales volume rose 6 per- 
cent during the period. 

` Sales volume of GSMs flagship gin in- 

creased by 18 percent, as a result of aggres- 
sive marketing programs and better selling 
and distribution strategies. 

Cost of sales in the first nine months hit 
P7.085 billion, almost the same as the P7.053 
billion a year ago. In the third quarter, cost of 
sales was lower at P2.14 billion than the 
2.485 billion in the same quarter last year. 

Gross profit in the first nine months rose 
8 percent to P2.4 billion, and by 59 percent 
inthethirdquarter. Elizabeth S. Lacson 


Gov't losing P4.7B 
in revenue due to 
oil smuggling 


THE GOVERNMENT LOST ABOUT P4.7 
billion in potential revenues in the first sev- 
en months of the year due to oil smuggling, 
Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said. 

‘Teves said the robust performance of the 
economy should have meant higher con- 
sumption of oil, but official records showed 
a decline in the volume of imported crude. 

“These uncollected revenues could have 
gone into financing vital infrastructure and so- 
cial services needed by our people,” Teves said 
in a speech that was delivered on his behalf by 
‘Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales yes- 
terday during the meeting of the Independent 
Philippine Petroleum Companies Association. 

‘Teves said unscrupulous individuals had 
been encouraged to engage in oil smug- 
gling due to the rising oil prices. 

The Philippines is a target of oil smug- 
glers because the commodity is not subsi- 
dized by the government. 

He noted that oil imports fell 1.2 percent 
to 7.248 million tons in January to July 
from 7.335 million tonsa year ago. 

“This drop in import volume is counterintu- 
itive considering that there is higher demand 
for oil when an economy is enjoying fast-paced 
growth,” Teves said. Michelle V Remo 

‘ 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


SAN MIGUEL PURE FOODS CO. 
Inc., the food manufacturing 
arm of San Miguel Corp., re- 
ported a 171-percent increase 
in itsnet income in the first nine 
months to P967 million from 
P338.81 million last year. 

Ina report to the Philippine 
‘Stock Exchange, SMPFCI said 
its consolidated revenue grew 
15 percent to P43.6 billion from 
January to September from 
P37.98 billion last year The 
growth was attribute to the full 
consolidation of Monterey into 
SMPFCI, strong growth in vol- 
ume and the favorable price en- 
vironment. 

Cost of sales increased by 12 
percent in the first nine months 
largely due to Monterey’s con™ 
solidation, the continued rise in 
the cost of major raw materials 
and the escalating fuel prices. 

The company said opera- 
tional efficiency and improve- 
ments, and the additional mar- 


gin contribution from Monterey 
resulted in a 29-percent in- 
crease in gross profit to P7.25 
billion in nine months from 
5.609 billion a year ago. 

Selling and administrative ex- 
penses grew by 23 percent during 
the period to P5.58 billion due to 
advertising and promotions 
spending for new products and 
major brands, higher manpower 
‘costs and distribution expenses. 

‘The substantial improvement 
in other incomes was attributed 
to the increase in the number of 
investment options entered into 
and higher marked-to-market 
gains on derivatives during the 
period. 

SMPFCI and its subsidiaries 
are involved in poultry opera- 
tions, processing and marketing 
of refrigerated and canned 
meat products, manufacturing 
and wholesaling of flour and 
feeds products and manufactur- 
ing and marketing of breadfill, 
snacks, desserts and dairy- 
based products. 


Trans-Asia to get partners 


By Abigail L. Ho 


LISTED FIRM TRANS-ASIA OIL 
and Energy Development Corp. 
has signed three separate agree- 
ments with Blade Petroleum 
Philippines Ltd. and VenturOil 
BVI, giving them an option to ac- 
quire stakes in various 
petroleum blocks in Palawan. 
Ina disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange, Trans-Asia vice 
president for exploration Ray- 
mundo Reyes Jr. said the three 
option agreements covered Ser- 
vice Contract 14 Tara Production 
Area, SC 14 Matinloc and SC 6B, 
in which Trans-Asia had shares. 
‘Under the option agreements, 
he said the Blade Petroleum- 
VenturOil joint venture would 
conduct due diligence on the 
contract areas over a three- 
month period, which could be 
extended to up to six months. 
“Before the end of the afore- 
mentioned option period, the joint 
‘venture may exercise its option to 


November 16, 2007 
Country V 
‘United States 


interest in any or all of the blods, 
in exchange for carrying Trans- 
Asia and other original consortium 
partners in all expenditures up to 
production of first oil,” he said. 

The option agreements, how- 
ever, were still subject to the ap- 
proval of the Department of En- 
ergy, he said. 

He said oil production in the 
Tara and North Matinloc fields 
were suspended in 1990, while 
SC 6B was still in the explorato- 
rystage. 

Trans-Asia held a 22.5-per- 
cent stake in the SC 14 Tara 
block, a 6.1-percent share in the 
SC 14 North Matinloc field and 
a14.1-percentstake in SC 6B. 

In the adjacent SC 6A, the DOE 
in September approved the farm- 
in of Vitol GPC Investment SA, 
ing the Geneva-based company a 
7O-percent stake in the offshore 
Palawan exploration contract. 

Philodrill Corp. said the entry 
of Vitol had altered the partici- 
pating interests of the parties 
involved in SC 6A. 
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Rival Philcomsat groups jostle to tighten hold on sequestered telco 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE GOVERNMENTLED LOCSIN- 
Poblador group has shortlisted a num- 
ber of independent external auditors 
to resume the examination of the 
books of Philcomsat Holdings Corp. 
(PHC). 

At the same time, rival private share- 
holders of its parent firm, Philippine 


Macapagal-Arroyo to appoint responsi- 
ble nominees to represent the govern- 
ments 35-percent stake in the telecom- 
munications firm when it holds its share- 
holders’ meeting on Nov. 19. 

This will be the first such meeting to 
be attended by the government's nomi- 
nees since 2000. 

Tn a statement, Philcomsat sharehold- 
ers led by Erlinda Bildner appealed to the 


holders representing 65 percent of the 
‘company to rehabilitate and “restore the 
viability of this once-premier company in 
the telecommunications industry.” 

Bildner pointed out that the track 
record of PCGG nominees has been 
“marred with fraudulent corporate and 
banking transactions.” 

‘Amid these charges, the government 
nominees on the controversial firm's 


“We want to know how the company’s 
funds were spent and if there is any ac- 
‘countability, we want to know who is re- 
sponsible for what,” said PHC chairper- 
‘son Concepcion Poblador. 

According to the government-led side, 
it launched its search for a new auditing 
firm since its previous auditor could no 
Jonger serve the company, “after it was 
sued by the Ilusorio-Aftica group which 


The Iusorio-Aftica’ group controls 
PHC's mother firms, POTC and Philcom- 
sat. 

‘They added that their rivals have ré- 
fused to have the parent firms audited 
since they assumed control in 2000. 

She added that when the Tusorio- 
Africa group took over POTC and 
Philcomsat, both of which are set 
questered for ill- wealth issues, the 


Communications Satellite Corp. 
(Philcomsat), are asking President 


President to appoint nominees who will 
work together with the private share- 


board stressed their desire to determine 
the true state of the group's finances. 


is trying to take over the whole Philcom- 
sat group.” 


Oil firms told to justify price hikes 


By Abigail L. Ho 


firms had P4 billion in assets and: P1.4 
billion in cash and near-cash assets. 


that if you reduce the tariff by 1 
(percentage point), it would re- 
sult in a reduction in government 
revenue by P450 million a 
month, but it would only result in 
the reduction of the price of gaso- 
line by 23 centavos a liter. The 
President has instructed us to 
look at other ways of addressing 
this problem,” he said. 

Another scheme being pro- 
posed was the implementation of 
a two-tiered pricing mechanism, 
which would offer petroleum 


DOE junks proposal to reduce 
tariffs on petroleum products 


Tate on oil prices and it was also 
impossible for the government to 
intervene with pricing decisions 
as long as these were reasonable. 

“What we can do as provided 
by the Oil Deregulation Law is 
whenever there is reason to be- 
lieve that a price increase is un- 
reasonable, we will look into it 
and have a dialogue with the oil 
companies to examine the rea- 
sonableness of their increase,” he 
said. 

“And we have done that. Ive 
written them already and they 
are going to submit their position 
papers to explain the price in- 
creases," he added. 


AS WORLD OIL PRICES CON- 
tinue to soar, the Department of 
Energy has ordered local oil 
firms to justify the pump-price 
increases they implemented in 
the past weeks. 

Energy Secretary Angelo 
Reyes said he has written local oil 
companies to ask them to submit 
position papers with regard to 
the recent price adjustments. 

“We have to be sure (about the 
price increases). It is my job to 
see to it that these increases are 
reasonable, There is a task force 
(composed of the DOE and the 
Department of Justice) that can 
look into the reasonableness of 
pricing,” he said. 

Since the downstream oil mar- 
ket was deregulated, he said it 
was difficult for anyone to specu- 


the government to mitigate the 
impact of rising world oil prices 
on local pump prices as this could 
prompt the public transport sec- 
torto jack up fares. 

One way to alleviate the im- 
pact of high oil prices on public 
utility vehicles, he said, was a 
more intensive campaign to rid 
the streets of colorum—or out of 
line—vehicles and of “kotong” or 
extortionist cops. 

He said the proposal to cut tar- 
iffs on crude and petroleum 
products—one of the ways that 
government could intervene 
with pricing at the pump—had 
already been junked. 

He said it was important for “The reality of the situation is 


Consumers oppose Taiwanese 
Transco privatization firm sinks 

in $500M  manmss 
for power 
ventures 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


PSBank, Balikatan enter into a 
Loan Portfolio Sale 
products at lower prices to public 


: 2 In a recent landmark 
bod press and at higher | ansaction, Balikatan Housing 
“With the two-tiered system, | Finance, Inc. (Balikatan) sold 
the problem is the implementa- the first of many tranches of 
jon,” he explained. Whenever | performing residential 
you have schemes like this, its | mortgage loans to Philippine 
‘subject to abuse. So you have to | Savings Bank (PSBank). 
look at the mechanics of how to | PSBank successfully bid for 
implement it.” 357 residential mortgage 
accounts with an aggregate 
outstanding balance of P 127 
million through a competitive 
and private auction held in 
April this year. 

PSBank is the country's 
second largest thrift bank and 
has 162 branches nationwide. 
The Bank has been at the 
forefront of various product 
marketing campaigns and 
process improvements in 
consumer loans, which has led 
to its strong competitive 
position in the thrift bank 
industry. PSBank serves more 
than 350,000 customer 
accounts and is a subsidiary of 
Metrobank. It intends to open 
more branches in the next few 


years in order to serve 
communities that are outside 
its current reach. 

Balikatan holds a portfolio 
of non-performing loans 
acquired from the National 
Home Mortgage Finance 
Corporation (NHMFC). These 
loans were originated through 
the government's development 
of affordable housing 
mortgages under its Unified 
Home Lending Program in the 
1980s. The sale to PSBank 
reflects Balikatan’s successful 
work-out efforts through its 
service provider Bahay « 
Financial Services, Inc. or 
BFS, Inc. 

BFS, Inc., which provides 
customized asset management 
services for Balikatan and the 
affordable housing sector, 
facilitated the auction and sale 
to PSBank. Upon approval by 
the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, PSBank will utilize 
BFS in the management of its 
newly-acquired portfolio. 


AN ALLIANCE OF ELECTRI- 
city consumers is opposing 
the transfer of the control and 
maintenance of National 
Transmission Corp. to the pri- 
vate sector, saying this may 
cause consumers more harm 
than good in the long run. 

Ina statement, the 40-orga- 
nization EmPower Consumers 
said bidding out the right to 
operate and maintain the na- 
tionwide ` transmission grid 
“poses a threat to national se- 
curity as well as the economy” 

“We can be held hostage 
by profit-driven private com- 
panies once Transco is under 
their control. The winning 
bidder of Transco would be 
holding the switchboard of 
the entire country and has 
the power to tum it off at 
will,” the group warned. 

Four groups remain in the 
race for the right to main- 
tain, operate and expand 
Transco. 

Qualified to participate in 
the final bidding on Dec. 12 are 
the consortium of Monte Oro 
Grid Resources Corp. and State 
Grid Corp. of China, the group 


BOP surplus 


ta, total OFW remittances for 
the first nine months 
amounted to $10.5 bil- 
lion—15-percent higher than 
the inflows posted in the 
same period last year. 

‘The US Federal Reserve's 
recent interest rate cuts have 
also revived global investors’ 
appetite for assets from 
emerging markets like the 
Philippines, resulting in 
stronger portfolio inflows. 

But in its East Asia Pacific 
update, the World Bank said 
the emergence of large BOP 
inflows in several East Asian 
economies—both current 
account surpluses and capi- 
tal inflows—could bring po- 
tential economic ch: 
lenges, such as domestic 
overheating pressures and 
asset bubbles, loss of com- 
petitiveness, and increased 
vulnerability to sudden re- 


Stocks 
drop 2% 


From page BI 
It was the PSEi’s weakest 
finish since Oct. 1. The re- 
treat on Wall Street was 
brought on by lingering con- 
cerns over the US economy. 
The broader all-share index 
Jost 37.72 points to 2,210.30. 
Decliners overwhelmed ad- 
vancers 101 to 17, while 41 


of Two Rivers Pacific Holdings 
Corp. and Terna-Rete Electrica 
Nazionale Spa., the joint ven- 
ture between San Miguel Ener- 
gy Corp. and TPG Aurora BV, 
and the partnership between 
‘Citadel Holdings Inc. and Pow- 
er Grid Corp. of India Led. 

Power Sector Assets and 
Management Corp. president 
Jose Ibazeta said prospective 
investors had requested that 
the final technical and finan- 
cial bids for the concession be 
kept “private.” 

‘This means PSALM will 
not allow anyone outside of 
the bidding groups and au- 
thorized government repre- 
sentatives to be present on 
the day of the submission 
and opening of the offers. 
“For a company which eams 
PIS billion yearly and pro- 
vides the connection between 
generation and distribution, 
there is so much public inter- 
est at stake that Transco’s bid- 
ding should not be done be- 
hind closed doors,” EmPower 
Consumers spokesperson Mi- 
Jo Tanchuling said. 

Abigail L. Ho 


-fluorescent 
Highlighters 


TAIWANESE FIRM FOR- 
mosa Heavy Industries 
Corp. is investing at least 
$500 million in Philippine 
power projects, as its parent 
firm engages in a massive 
effort to expand worldwide. 

Minister of Economic Af- 
fairs Steve Ruey-Long Chen, 
who is on an official visit to 
the Philippines, said FHI's 
foray in Cebu and Iloilo was 
also part of Taiwan's drive 
to further develop cross- 
border investments and 
partnerships between inde- 
pendent power producers. 

‘Chen was speaking at the 
sidelines of the 20th Joint 
Meeting of the Philippine- 
Chinese Business Council 
and the Chinese-Philippines 
Business Council held yes- 
terday at the InterContinen- 
tal Hotel in Makati City. 

On Wednesday, Global 
Business Power Corp.—a 
unit of the Metrobank 
Group of Companies—an- 
nounced it had signed a 
joint venture agreement 
with FHI on the develop- 
ment of 246 megaWatts for 
the former's power station 
in Toledo City in Cebu, 
apart from a new 164-mW 
plant in Iloilo City. 

FHP’s Philippine ventures 
is part of parent firm For- 
mosa Plastic Group's: 
NT$707-billion (about $22 
billion) investment salvo set 
for the next five years. 

“The energy sector is one 
of the main areas that we are 
looking into, where opportu- 


Kara 
MOLDEX INKS AGREEMENT WITH PAG-IBIG, ` 
UNIONBANK AND DMCI FOR THE GRAND TOWERS 4 
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hits NOVEMBER 9, 21 
versals of capital flows. 

“Such inflows place up- 
ward pressures on the ex- 
change rate,” the World Bank 
report said. “The trade-off 
that countries then face is ei- 
ther allowing the exchange 
rate to appreciate—with pos- 
sible consequences on the 
competitiveness of ex- 
ports—or intervening in the 
foreign exchange markets to 
keep the nominal exchange 
rate from appreciating, 
which [may result in] ... a po- 
tential vulnerability of the fi- 
nancial sector” 

But even if the central 
banks in the region move to 
temper the appreciation of 
their respective currencies, 
the World Bank said coun- 
tries could still experience an 
appreciation of the real ex- 
change rate arising from an 
increase in inflation. 


From page BI 


‘The Moldex Group of Companies recently signed a Memorandum of Agreement with Pag-IBÎÈ makirig it 
possible to aval of units at the Grand Towers via Pag -IBIG's Medium and High-Rise Building (MHRB) . 
‘Program. Moldex also inked an agreement with the Unionbank as its financing partner for the program whil 


nities to strengthen our bila for the construction of The 
ape tae x {contract was aso signed with DMCI, a pime builder in condo development for the con e ; 


Chen said. “(Our) IPPs havea s al 

vast experience, and I believe "Tho decison to choose Unionbank was an easy one. Aside from the fact that they already have experionos g 

we could maximize that to in the MHRB program of Pag-IBIG, they are already tried and tested partners of Moldex... This'is also 

$ oR eee Ee E DAG a a A EA E E nose al ne Grane Tower fig hard by 
P ms one of the best contractors in the the country,"said Roy Joseph Vinuya, President of the Moldex Group of 

Fitch remains ... 


‘Companies 
"This is a representation of what Pag-IBIG stands for-a cooperation among members, banks, the real ; , 
here. he added. “We hear 
about efforts but we're not 


estate industry and the government,” said Romero Quimbo, CEO of Pag -IBIG Fund 
seeing the results in terms of 


revenues.” 

McCormack said raising 
taxes was not the solution as 
the problem was rooted on 
the collection side, and not 
on the tax system itself. 

He added three major risks 
‘would continue to hound the 
region—iie sharp exchange 
stocks were steady. rate appreciation, the proba- 

Volume amounted to 3.8 bility of a recession in the US, 
billion shares worth P5.3 , and higher oil prices. 
billion, ‘ABAFP' “The xchange rate is 


4 


From page BI 


something to watch out for” 
McCormack said. “With the 
dollar expected to decline 
well into 2008, Asian curren- 
cies will be affected. It may 
be difficult for economies to 
manage.” = ‘ 
A strong local currency vis- Soeu te zo BE 

a-vis the US dollar may a big ‘Seated, (Lto R) Beatriz Romulo, Executive Vice President of Unionbank, Roy Joseph Z. Vinuya. 
help in inflation manage- President of epee ES 


‘The Grand Towers is located along Pablo Ocampo St, formerly Vito Cruz and is at the midpoint of 
business centers of Manila and Makati. With the signing of the agreements, more than 1,600 units of 
Grand Towers is now made more affordable to the Filipino market via the MHRB program and thus making 
it possible for them to live nearer to their places of work or business: It offers studio type, one bedroom 
and 2-bedroom units Unit prices start for as low P1.4M. 


j; il im- of Companies, Romero Quimbo, CEO and President of Pag-IBIG Fund, Jac 
a ie OE mee Group of Companies, ladro Consun), President oF MCI HOGMGS. f AT 


But it also hurts the export Sending oF Rey Irec Diaz, Presiden ot Mees Reang. Ades Ewen Pa 
sector as well as households Realty Marketing Inc., Editha Pascua, Head of the Project Evaluation Dept ofi 

Eje.Head of the Wholesale Lending Group of Pag-IBIG Fund, Arch. Lily Pio! 
Managers and Consultants, nj. 
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benefiting from overseas re- 
mittances. Doris C. Dumlao 
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OBIMU ARES cis Se NOVEMBER 17, 2007 


CARMEN FABELLA BATE 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on November 15, 2007 at the age of 75. 


Her loving husband, Celso 
children, 

Noel and Sophie, Carina (+), Ceejay, 
Louie and Liza, Dino and Kelly, Swasi, 
Tomo and Corky, Clarito (+), Mel, and Tina 
grandchildren, 

Simon, Cali, Lorenzo, Marco, and Enrico 


request the pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her cremains lie in state at the Santuario de San Antonio church. 
Inurnment will be on Tuesday, November 20, 2007 
after the 9am Mass at the Santuario de'San Antonio church. 


a 


Fn Joying Memory 
on the Ist Death Anniversary of 


Judge Jesus G. Bersamira (Ret.) 


(November 1, 1935 - November 17, 2006) 


on the 4 Death Anniversary of ae g It’s been a year since a loving husband, a caring 
j father and the best grandpa left this world to 


In Loving Memory 


iy join his Creator. The past twelve months have 
been really tough coping with the loss of our 
ATTY. FLORENCIO T. SANT ledge aera 
e . | forever linger in our hearts and will never be 
| forgotten. In his memory today, we will offer 

a loving husband, devoted father and supportive grandfather.. Holy Masses ot thet a= 


a friend, mentor, and colleague... ee ea odie Sas 


toe P Hol nity... „ 7:00 P.M. 
who joined his Creator on November 17, 2003. (hgs boot Exe 


z 5 P rs Immaculate Conception Pari: „ 6:00 A.M. 
He is survived by his wife, Atty. Natividad N. Santos faecal EE 
2 BS St. Joseph Shrine . 7:45 AM. 
and his four children and their families: (Aurora Blod., Q.C. 


A St. Therese of the Child Jesus Parish... 6:00 P.M. 
Bobot & Maria; Jenny and Robbie L (Filinvest East Antipolo) 


Cesar & Baby; Michael & Vanessa, and Dr. Maan Cuta Pasi) a Saya 
Vera & Engr. Ramon Morales; Vince, Ryan & Wendy, Ralph, Monica, and Michelle 
Ellen & Dr. Glenn Abundo; Nicole, Bela, and Ana 


Holy Masses will be offered in his memory at the following churches: = i 
Lourdes Church, Retiro St., Q.C. = Our Bolwed a i 
Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon Ave, Q.C. : sen the bod 
Carmel of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Gilmore, Q.C. 6: MARITES MONTES LAUS glob 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Claret, Q. ua Sa genre roan to be 
Sanctuario de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan . Gs Sen oat ca present 
Archdiocesan Shrine of St. Jude Thaddeus, San É ; Collngues oeffr thir prayers for her imention Lord. 

Shrine of Our Lady of Manaoag, Pangasinai 9: ! 2 onan 5:8 

St. Patrick’s Church, Mission St., San Francis i 


Notre Dame des Victoires, Bush St., San Francisco, C. 2 ‘ ; 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church, E. Champlain St., Fresno, CA i Beath Notice 
Grandpa, memories of you are etched deeply in our minds and in our hearts... forever. . + JAIME ERNESTO B. BASA 
March 6, 1960 - Nov. 12,2007 


eee e e o] His body wili lie at Chapel Fir, Sanctuarium, Araneta Avenue, 


i “Quezon City as soon as the body arrives án the night of 


November 22, 2007 from Australia. 


“Iam the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” us | Stites Pipe sac 
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“ OBITUARIES 


The Board of Trustees, Officers and Faculty of 
JOSE RIZAL UNIVERSITY 


extend their deepest sympathies to the family of 


CARMEN FABELLA BATE 


Member of the Board of Trustees, Vice President and Treasurer 


who passed away on November 15, 2007 at the age of 75. 


Her husband, Celso; 


her children, Noel and Sophie, Carina (+), Ceejay, Louie and Liza, 

Dino and Kelly, Swasi, Tomo and Corky, Clarito (+), Mel, and Tina; 
her grandchildren, Simon, Cali, Lorenzo, Marco, and Enrico 

her sister, Virgifia, her brother, Armand, and her sister-in-law Nela 


request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Her cremains lie in state at the Santuario de San Antonio church. 


Inurnment willbe on Tuesday, November 20, 2007 a 
after the 9am Mass at the Santuario de San Antonio church. 
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ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
‘9646599 5897041 
0917-8873744 


Room 603 Manila Pavitor 
Hotel and 


GoldCrest Bldg 
Glorietta? Makati 


BUY» SELL» PAWN 


‘other SWISS WATCHES. 
JEWEL 
DIAMONDS 
‘BEST PRICE 
7 SPOT CASH 
3829198 
5341572, 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716/1964371 
09213497170 


HEADQUARTERS 
ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, PHILIPPINE ARMY 
DISPOSAL COMMITTEE 
Fort Andres Bonifacio, Metro Manila 
piscom (08 November 2007 


NOTICE TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND DISPOSAL COMMITTEE infos nested 
paries andor Junk Shop Omer apt Acton for eur ts congo 
Pino) ser verabl veces and stove scrap tems siockpied at Hgs 525TH 
tin S) PA laniedat Aare Zore, apo anda Amy Support Conan, 
FE Boniario, Mevo Mania. 
APre-Auction conlerence ibe on 19 November 2007at 200PMat Amny Spot 
Connan ASCOM Corierenca Room Aon Prapervdl aisobecn 23 November 207 
L200 PA Army Suppor Command, (ASCOM) Fort Bordacio, Mero Mamia. 
Eig vil be conducted trough open competiive bidding procedures 
Elgble bidders must submit their Bids at Headquarters ARMY SUPPORT 
COMMAND. FL Boniiacio, Metro Mania on or belore fe scheduled opering ot 
Bes Late Bids shal not be asst Bids wl ba openedin he presence o! Bides 
fepesertavevno chose io atend. 
Miimum Documents require 

1. Business permit 

2 Vai ard eunen Mayos Pent 

i 


The Army Support Command, PA has the right to accept or reject any Bid, to cancel 
‘he bidding process and to reject all Bids at any ime prior to contract award without 
incurring any abill to the aflected Bidder(s}. 

FOR PARTICULARS PLS CONTACT THE SECRETARIAT, DISPOSAL 
COMMITTEE, ASCOM, PA AT TEL #845-9555 LOCAL 4445 andlor 4452. 


ROQÓLFO Č VERGARA 
Lt Éolonel (0S) PA 
Chairman 


Read it every Sunday 
with the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


More Classified Ads 


Cagayan 2 Electric Cooperative 


A 
& Planners Inc. 
is in immediate need of the following 


CADD OPERATORS 


© BS Architecture graduate 
© Min. 3 years professional experience 
© 24-30 years. 
© Proficient in oral & writen communication 
+ Apprentices are welcome" 
Interested parties may apply in person 
(Mon. thru Fri) at 25/F Cityland 10 Tower 1, 
156 H.V. Dela Costa St, Ayala Ave., North, 
Makati City or call HR Dept. 812-9126 loc. 103, 
Fax. No. 893-3077. 
Bring sample of works where applicable. 


FOR HIRING 
> Acctg. Graduate 
> Must be 23-35 yrs. old 
> With working experience 
Call: Jocelyn Zhuang 
323-8659 / 323-8868 


EAT OER ST EE, 
Crewing Officer for Seamen 
* Female- 30 years below 
+ with at least years experience 
+ NBI clearance 


‘Makati City 


Legaspi St, Legaspi Vilage, 
Tel. No.: 8941037 / 8124407 


National Dairy Authority 
National Food Authority. 
Development Bank of the 
Landbank of the Philippine: 
National Food Authority-Re: 
Cultural Center of the Phils. 
DOLE-NCR 

Municipalit 

Supply Unit GHQ & HS 


INVITATION TO BID 
“AS IS WHERE IS” 


Damaged Motor Vehicles 
2002 Honda City LXI AT / XEL-763 
2006 Nissan Uvan Escapade / ZFJ-754 
For particulars, please call: 


Philam ins. Co., Inc. 
clo Tristan Yoro & Arvin Calipjo 
at Tel. No. 815-3000 


E PLAN ¢ CHAPELS 


® OT PETER 


Group of Companies is to be the DeathCare Experts 
inthe deivery of World-Class DeatnCare Services. 

‘Chapels nationwide. 

OPEN POSITIONS: 
AUDIT SUPERVISORS and MANAGERS 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: 
+" Ceniled Public Accountant or Certilied Internal Auditor 
+ Wan at least 3 years experience in internal andor external auditing 

ist possess excelent communication skiis both oral and writen 

{War high integrity, objectivity, tact and assertiveness 
+ Wing to travel and accept provincial assignments 
Provincia applicants are very much welcome 
AUDIT STAFF 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: 
+ Bachelor's degree in Accounting or equivalent 
~ CPA is an advantage 
{Above average commu ics both oral and writen 
+ Can work with mi sion 
+ Wiling to travel a vinta assignments à 
Provincial applicants are very much welcome 4 

Other positions open: ` 

Family Care Representatives 
Dri 


ivers 
Licensed Embaimers 


updated resumé to: _ ` 


A large Australian company urgently needs: 


EXPLORATION GEOLOGISTS 
EXPERIENCED WELDERS 
Successful applicants will receive Australian 
standard salaries and benefits plus a chance 

to be assigned in Australia. 

Candidates may e-mail their resume to: 
rpaladio_drillingadvisory@yahoo.com 
or fax to (02) 952-0531 


(70L-ow. 178 10.2007) 


3 You can now checkout 


JOB: 


more jobs from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


steps to 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ce /HEALTH 


“Text us your feedbacks inqul thea namelage/ctyimesiage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


quit 


smoki 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


INETY PERCENT OF 

smokers know that smok- 

ing is harmful to their 
health. Seventy percent of all 
smokers like to quit. But then, after 
one year, only 7 percent who did 
quit remain smoke free. What 
gives? 

Dr. Benita Sta. Ana-Ponio, an adviser of 
the Group for Addiction Psychiatry of the 
Philippines, said medical intervention is 
not enough to make smokers permanently 
kick the habit. Behavioral strategies should 
be prioritized. 

Dr. Edgardo Juan L. Tolentino Jr, presi- 
dent of GAPP said these behavioral strate- 
gies should cover the “before,” “during” 
and “after” of the smoking cessation plan to 
make sure success is sustained. 


Set a quit date. Smok- 
1 ers have to ask: What 
is the most meaningful 
date that I want to quit? Set 
it on a significant date such 
as a loved one’s birthday, or 
maybe even Christmas Day. 
Prior to the “quit 
2 date,” you should be 
mentally preparing 
already. Tolentino cited a 
70-year-old smoker who had 
continuously distracted his 
colleagues during board 
meetings with his persistent 
cough. He finally promised, 
one day, that he would stop 
smoking. The patient went 
into contemplation, an im- 
portant transition toward 
change. 
Set a limit. Smoke in 
3 only one area of your 
house. 

The 70-year-old patient's wife 
then chose only one area of the 
house where the husband could 
smoke. The designated smoking 
area was a smelly, dirty location 
outside the house. The family dis- 


Posed of all the ashtrays in other 
parts of the house. 


Hs Ne 


ber, you won't crave for. The 
visual presence 
cigarette 
Cigarettes were hidden from 
the patient. 


2 


to strictly enforce this rule. 

* Drinking should not be ac- 
companied by smoking. Tolenti- 
no's patient was prohibited from 
smoking by his fellow board mem- 
bers during drinking sessions. 

With these measures enforced, To- 
lentino related that the patient had 
begun to reduce significantly his 
cigarette use*well before his quit 
date. This alone cut down his smok- 
ing from two packs a day to just one. 


6 


should be taken one week 
or two weeks before the 
quit date. The medication 
takes effect after the second 
week. 

When the quit date starts, it is im- 
portant to change routine: 


Out of sight, out of 
mind. What you don't 
see, you won't remem- 


and you habitually smoke in the toi- 
let, change the routine. Instead, jog 
or take a brisk walk before going to 
the toilet,” Tolentino advised. 

Exercise is important 

for quitters. It makes 

them avoid gaining 
weight, become less irritable 
and more relaxed. 

Loved ones should 
know, and understand 
the difficulty of quit- 

ting smoking, and should 
consequently support the 
patient in his or her efforts. 
“If a smoker is 
contemplating on quitting, 
this is when the support 
group and loved ones should 
come in. There are many 
ways to help them. Remove 
the ‘cues’ which trigger crav- 
ings and urges to smoke.” 

She added that the support group 
or loved ones should also do their 
part in keeping a quitter remain a 
quitter. 

Psychiatrists said there is a 35 per- 
cent success rate for long-term quit- 
ters, and much of the success can be 
attributed more to behavioral strate- 
gies than just medications. 


4) High Cholesterol? 
WA A Healthy Stomach Helps 
Prevent Heart Disease 


Christmas is usually the time when you 
forget about your diet, as you enjoy 
sumptuous feasts that are high in 
cholesterol. However, a high cholesterol 
level in the body may lead to stroke or heart 
attack. 


Greet the New Year with good health. 
Fight back with C-Lium Fibre! 

C-Lium Fibre ‘is made from 100% 
natural psyllium husk, probably the best 


dietary fiber in the world. It effectively 
binds with the cholesterol secreted in bile acids and 


of the 


was reduced. 


* The car is also off- 
limits for the smoker. 
Drivers are also tasked 


Smoking cessation 
medications (if ever 
there's a need for one) 


. “For ex- 


flushes it out of your body before it is absorbed in the bloodstream. That’s 
why a daily intake of fiber like C-Lium Fibre, together with a diet low in saturated fat and 
i cholesterol, can help you maintain a healthy heart. 


Protect your heart this holiday season. Make C-Lium Fibre your daily habi 


Neni 
Š Passion for Health <a. 


Š LOVE FOR LIFE 


Le ie cme npr ro cha eden 
matsien A MOrCUTY Gru on onc ony ngs poets mars 


E-mail: pr_science_health@inguirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


SOMETIMES, PHYSICIANS NEED TO 
experience what their patients go 
through so they can better empathize 
with them. 

“What you have is a simple viral 
cough,” I recall telling an anxious patient 
on the phone sometime last month. My 
pitch was a little higher than my usual re- 
fiecting my displeasure at his waking me 
up in the middle of the night. 

He complained of a dry hacking cough 
which has deprived him of sleep for sev- 
eral nights already. He would feel the itch 
in his throat then cough incessantly mak- 
ing him wet his pyjamas 
and causing his chest 
muscles to ache, which 
make him worry that he 
might be having another heart attack. 

“No, you're not having a heart attack,” 
Lassured him. “Your coughing is the one 
causing your chest to ache.” 

“But don’t I need antibiotics?” he asked. 

“Didn't 1 tell you? It's a viral cough. 
Viruses don't respond to antibiotics. Give 
it a few days and it will disappear by it- 
self, Just drink lots of fluids,” I answered, 
the tone of impatience quite obvious. 


Medical karma 

Call it medical karma because I've 
been experiencing this week exactly the 
same type of cough my patient com- 
plained about. Dry, hacking, no fever, no 
phlegm, still good appetite, itchy throat, 
sleepless nights making me miss a couple 
of my breakfast meetings, chest pains 
due to the cough. Well, almost every- 
thing my patient had except that I don’t 
wet my boxer shorts no matter how un- 
controllably effort-intensive the cough- 
ing fits at night are. 

For two days and two nights I tried to 
practice what I preach: No medicines 
necessary since most dry hacking 
cough—not accompanied by fever or 
malaise—are just viral, or just because of 
itritation due to the secondhand smoke 
we get, or the air pollution we have 
abundance of. 

Definitely no antibiotics. Just the good 
old advice of lots of fluids and juices and 
citrus fruits. But now I realize that virus- 
es today are not like the viruses a few 
decades ago. Viruses then were only ca- 
pable of short-duration, self-limiting in- 
fections characterized only by mild un- 
bothersome symptoms. 

People around you hardly noticed you 
were nursing a viral infection. The virus- 
es must have mutated to relatively more 
vicious strains, still self-limiting but mak- 
ing sure their hosts gets to taste a little bit 
of hell before the host's own immune sys- 


No such thing 
as a simple cough 


MEDICAL FILES 


tems gobble them—the pesky viruses. 

I started to count the patients who 
came or called to consult me about what I 
assessed were “simple” viral infections 
and convinced them to bear momentarily 
with their acquired viruses for soon they 
would be gone. 

Sisrely, the viral coughs and whatever 
the viruses caused disappeared in due 
time. But how many days or weeks did 
they have to endure those bothersome 
symptoms, which likely affected their 
productivity at work and their emotional 
balance due to frayed nerves caused by 
lack of sleep? 


Medicines provide cure 
Twill have to write a thousand times as 
penance that medicines 
are not only needed to 
provide cure, say by 
killing the bug causing 
the illness, but also to relieve the symp- 
toms and improve one’s quality of life. 

For the simple viral cough, for in- 
stance, cough suppressants—not expec- 
torants—can help relieve that dry hack- 
ing coughing which gets worse at night 
time. Expectorants or mucolytics are 
helpful if the cough has phlegm. Anti 
tamines may help if there is an allergic 
component, like in patients with allergic 
rhinitis or ‘asthma. Irs helpful in dry 
hacking coughs and because it has a 
sedative effect, ithas the added benefit of 
promoting sleep despite the cough. 

One precaution though in wet or pro- 
ductive coughs is that antihistamines 
may have a drying effect which can make 
the phlegm more sticky and difficult to 
expectorate. 


Bronchodilators may help 

In some patients, the virus can make 
the airway from the throat to the bronchi 
inflamed or sensitive producing an asth- 
ma-like situation, so bronchodilators 
may help. 

T still don’t succumb to the temptation 
of prescribing an antibiotic if the cough 
persists for more than a week, because 
they can do more harm than good, 
though psychologically, both doctor and 
patient feel more secure if an antibiotic is 
taken. Sometimes, broad-spectrum an- 
tibiotics with antibacterial shot-gun po- 
tency are prescribed, which is more of a 
panic-button response rather than ratio- 
nal and thoughtful practice of medicine. 

In some cases though, a secondary 
bacterial infection develops and antibi- 
otics will be necessary. From being dry 
and hacking, the cough becomes produc- 
tive with yellowish or greenish phlegm, 
and the patient usually develops fever, 
more malaise and loss of appetite. 

Thave to take back my words because 
there is no such thing as a simple viral 
cough. If I have some grammatical slips 
in this article, blame it on my viral cough. 
I think I need to take another dose of my 
cough suppressant. 


Green Chemistry 
and the 2001 Nobel Prize 


ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS IMPEL US 
to shift to better ways of obtaining prod- 
ucts. Some chemists have answered the 
call. In organic synthesis, when they con- 
struct carbon-containing’ molecules, they 
try to minimize the wastes produced. 

They have found an ingenious way of do- 
ing so, using chiral molecules. Christine Joy 
U. Querebillo of the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity Chemistry Department tells us 
more. 


Left- or right-handed. 

Not everything in nature is symmetric. In 
fact, our left and right hands cannot be to- 
tally superimposed upon each other. Our 
left hand is not a mirror image of the right. 
Symmetry is beautiful, yes, but it turns out 
that nonsymmetry can also be useful. 

Chiral molecules are non-symmetric, and 
chemists have discovered that synthesizing 
them can be efficient. By producing more of 
one of the two chiral forms, and less of the 
other, less waste is produced. 

Nature differentiates between left and 
right, so to speak. It mainly uses one of the 
two chiral forms, so we have proteins, car- 
bohydrates and nucleic acids of only one 
form. This results in the enzymes and the 
other receptors in our cells being chiral 
and, thus, extremely selective. Because of 
this, the two forms of a chiral molecule can 
have totally different effects on us. 

‘Take the drug thalidomide. One chiral 
form helps fight nausea, while the other 
one can cause fetal damage. It is, therefore, 
important to be able to produce each form 
in its pure state. To do this in large quanti- 
ties, catalysts can be used. A catalyst is a 
substance that increases the rate of chemi- 
cal reactions without itself being de- 
stroyed. 

Scientists now recognize the importance 


of developing molecules so that only one of 
the chiral forms is produced. One of them is 
Ryoji Noyori, who won the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry in 2001, with William S. 
Knowles and K. Barry Sharpless. Noyori’s 
work has been used in the production of the 
antibiotic levofloxacin and menthol. 


Science and society 

Noyori strongly believes in green chem- 
istry, pursuing “practical elegance in syn- 
thesis.” He states that “our ability to devise 
straightforward and practical chemical syn- 
theses is indispensable to the survival of 
our species, and science is destined to be in- 
volved in society in our age.” Science has 
infinite possibilities. However, to produce 
better results, he argues that “it is impor- 
tant for scientists and policy makers to have 
honest discussions and build a system that 
truly contributes to humankind.” 

Noyori is a professor at Nagoya Universi- 
ty and a past president of the Chemical So- 
ciety of Japan. He has received many 
awards, including the 1995 Japan Acade- 
my Prize, the 2000 Order of Culture and the 
2001 Wolf Prize in Chemistry. 

‘To share his thoughts on science and so- 
ciety, Noyori will visit the Philippines for 
the Tenth Eurasia Conferences on Chemical 
Sciences in January next year. For more it 
formation, visit 
achem10.philippinechem.org 
eurasiachem10@yahoo.com. 
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WORLD DIABETES DAY F 
Early diagnosis 


crucia! for adults 
and children 


By Tess S. Samaniego 


IABETES IS A GLOBAL 

epidemic with devastating 

human, social and eco- 
nomic consequences,” the Interna- 
tional Diabetes Federation stated. 
In fact, every 10 seconds one per- 
son dies of diabetes. 

Once considered a health problem, dia- 
betes has become for the first time a seri- 
ous global health threat like infectious 
epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, the group 
claimed, The need to slow down the 
growing diabetes burden has pushed the 
United Nations to pass a resolution on di- 
abetes in 2006. 

The resolution recognizes “diabetes as 
a chronic, debilitating and costly disease 
associated with major complications that 
pose severe risks for families, countries 
and the entire world.” 


World Diabetes Day 

In the Philippines alone there are 4.8 
million adults diagnosed with diabetes in 
2003, said Dr. Susan Yu-Gan of the Philip- 
pine Diabetes Association in a press brief- 
ing held last week for the World Diabetes 
Day. 

Diabetes Day is being observed across 
the globe every Nov. 14 to raise public 
awareness on diabetes prevention and 
care through education and the mass me- 
dia, 

Tt was introduced by the IDF and the 
World Health Organization in response to 
the concern over the increasing number 
of people with diabetes around the 
world. 

Gan said the Philippine figure does not 
include teenagers and children. In fact 50 
percent of those who are afflicted with di- 
abetes are not even aware that they have 
it. 

“Diabetes is a growing problem and is 
now considered as an epidemic. By 2025, 
there will be an estimated 300 million 
cases of diabetes worldwide, majority of 
which are coming from Asia,” Gan 

Of those who have diabetes, about 90- 
95 percent are diagnosed with Type 2 dia- 
betes and the rest have Type 1. 

‘According to the American Diabetes As- 
sociation, in type 2 diabetes, either the 
body does not produce enough insulin or 
the cells ignore the insulin. 

Previously known as juvenile diabetes, 


‘TO PARAPHRASE THE QUESTION IN 
Christina Rosett’s poem, “Who has 
seen the rain?” 

Those who have seen the buffalo 
herds of South Africa can raise their 
hands. Whether they knew it or not, the 
animals were proof that a single envi- 
ronmental factor can have a significant 
impact on the genes that get passed on 
from one generation to another. 

‘The annual amount of rainfall the sa- 
vannahs of South Africa = plays a role 
In determining how much food will be 
available to the animals that live there, 
and how the animals will interact with 
each other, the researchers wrote in their 


paper, 

Unlike the X chromosome, which can 
come from either parent, the Y chromo- 
some is an exclusively male hand-me- 
down. And because the genes on the Y 
chromosome don't easily exchange in- 
formation with those on the X chromo- 


Type 1 diabetes is usually diagnosed in 
children and young adults. In this type of 
diabetes, the body does not produce in- 
sulin. 


Ontherise 

Gan explained that the number of dia- 
betes cases is on a steady rise. In 1994 it 
ranked 10th as cause of death in the 
Philippines and in 1999 it became No. 6. 
However, Gan said that the Philippines is 
still not among the countries where dia- 
betes is gravely prevalent. 

She also stressed that diabetes is a cost- 
ly disease but once detected early, its 
treatment won't be as expensive. 

“Everyone should be ‘aware of the 
symptoms of diabetes suchas excessive 
desire to eat, the passing of an excessive 
quantity of urine, excessive thirst, unex- 
plained weight loss, blurring of vision, 
weakness and nonhealing of wounds,” 
Gan said. 

‘According to her, among the factors 
which may contribute to having diabetes, 
are obesity, hypertension, race and eti 
nicity, age, family history and physical in- 
activity. 

By age 45, one should be tested for dia- 
betes and this should be repeated every 
three years. While those who have risk 
factors or feel any of the symptoms, they 
should start testing earlier. 

If left untreated or undiagnosed, dia- 
betes may lead to serious complications 
such as heart attack, loss of sight, renal 
failure and stroke. 


Recommendation 

She recommends that once a person is 
diagnosed with diabetes one should con- 
sult with an endocrinologist and ask for 
various treatments available. A healthy 
diet and proper exercise can also help reg- 
ulate sugar levels. 

Gan noted that no matter how effective 
a medication may be, early diagnosis is 
very crucial for adults and children alike. 

‘Thus, to help Filipinos become more 
aware of diabetes, Merck, Sharp & Dohme 
Pharmaceuticals has joined medical orga- 
nizations and pharmaceutical firms in cel- 
ebrating World Diabetes Day. 

On its end, MSD recently sponsored 
Gimik Diabetes at the SMX convention 
center where lectures were given by Dr. 
‘Tommy S. Ty, president of Philippine Dia- 
betes Association, entertainment was 
provided and free blood sugar testing was 
conducted. 
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RFA 


PATIENTS WITH BONE CANCER 
suffer greatly from excruciating 
pain, bone fracture, and nerve 
‘compression. Bone cancer is by far 
the most common cause of cancer 
pain. It often develops when cancer 
cells from the breast, lung and 
prostate “metastasize” (spread) to 
the bones. Conventional treatment 
relies primarily on extemal beam 
radiation and chemotherapy. Un- 
fortunately, these treatments are 
not completely effective and many 
patients bear with inadequate pain 
relief. 

‘The good news is that patients 
with localized bone cancer who fail 
to respond to conventional treat- 
ment may benefit from the symp- 
tomatic relief provided by radiofre- 
quency ablation (RFA), according 
to Dr. Dennis C. Villanueva, a con- 
sultant vascular and interventional 
radiologist at the St. Luke's Medical 
Center. 


‘Treatment for solid tumors 

RFA is an image-guided mini- 
mally invasive treatment for solid 
tumors, explains Dr. Villanueva, 
the only local specialist who has 
‘completed one-year international 
training on RFA of organs other 
than the liver with cancerous tu- 
mors. It involves the insertion of a 
probe through the affected tissue 
and into the tumor with computer- 
ized tomography (CT) sean guid- 
ance and the delivery of alternating. 
electrical current (radio frequency 
energy). 

Heat is then generated at the 
site of the lesion through agitation 
caused by the alternating electri- 
cal current. This heat produces co- 
agulation and cellular destruc- 
tion, resulting in the ablation (re- 
moval) of the target cancer tissue. 
The tumor is literally “burned 
out.” RFAs mode of action is simi- 
lar to that of a microwave oven- 
heating from the inside out. The 


among 


antioxidant-ricl 


beverages 


WHILE THE BODY NATURALLY 
produces antioxidants, it needs 
additional amounts of these 
molecules for it to remain in a 
constant state of wellness. 

Antioxidants help neutralize 
the body's free radicals as they at- 
tack cell membranes and cause 
what is collectively known as ox- 
idative stress, which has been 
suggested to cause premature 
aging and degenerative diseases 
of the cardiovascular, immune 
and nervous systems as well as 
cancer and cataracts 

This is why doctors advise that 
we make antioxidant-rich bever- 
ages a part of our diet. Regular 
consumption of _ fruit-made 
drinks as well as coffee, tea and 
red wine, for example, are highly 
recommended. 
Antioxidant-rich beverages 

‘Antioxidant-rich beverages in- 
clude those made from banana, 
cranberries, blueberries, black- 
berries, strawberries, apples, 
peaches, mangoes and melons. 
But while these fruits are readily 
available, not many people take 
them on a regular basis. 

A study conducted by Dr. Joe 
Vinson, a leading chemist from 
the University of Scranton in 
Pennsyivania, showed that the 
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average American only gets 294 
mg of antioxidants from tea, 76 
mg from beverages made from 
banana, 44 mg 

and 32mg from tomato juice. 


Coffee topslist 
dants, Vinson's study showed, is 
erage 


topped the list of 100 antio 
dant-rich food items that Ameri- 
cans consume. 


the risk of heart disease and dia- 
betes, among others. 


have yet been made in the 
Philippines, the country has an 
undeniably rich “co! 
ture” society. As a group of re- 
searchers from the Universit 


ipinos drink coffee in the mor 

ing regularly and during social 
fee continues to be a significant 
source of antioxidants for Fil- 


ages that help us remain in a con- 
stant state of wellness. 
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Excellent alternative 
to surgery in bone cancer treatment 


tumor reabsorbs the destroyed 
cells over a period of time. 

RFA has been used in patients 
with persistent pain from a solitary 
focus of metastatic disease previ- 
ously treated or in localized disease 
in which ablation therapy (tumor 
destruction) can be performed as 
an alternative to beam ra- 
diotherapy. RFA can also be used in 
combination with conventional 
therapy such as external beam ra- 
diotherapy or some of the newer 
therapies such as vertebroplasty a 
minimally invasive procedure that 
uses surgical cement to stabilize 
compressed vertebrae and alleviate 
pain, according to Dr. Villanueva. 

“The largest clinical applica- 
tion of RFA is as an alternative to 
radiation therapy in relieving 
pain among patients with bone 
cancer,” Dr. Villanueva says. Tu- 
mor growth and spread can be 
controlled safely with RFA in pa- 
tients with highly localized dis- 
ease. RFA can also be used as a 
combination treatment for larger 
tumors that do not respond well 
to radiation therapy alone. 

“In any case, RFA should always 
be considered as a less invasive and 
probably less costly alternative for 
patients with small, well confined 
tumors,” Dr. Villanueva notes. The 
procedure may also be an effective 
upfront cancer-cell (cytoreduction) 
treatment prior to conventional ex- 
ternal beam radiation and/or sys- 
temic chemotherapy. 


Potential advantages 
According to Dr. Villanueva, RFA 


offers several potential advantages 
when compared with other treat- 
ment methods: i 

* Cancer cell death is immedi- ` 
ate. È 

* Lesion size can be accurately 
controlled. 

+ Lesion temperature can be 
monitored. 

* Electrode placement can be 
achieved with a percutaneous 
(through the skin) image-guided 
procedure. 

* The procedure can be per- 
formed under local anesthesia and 
conscious sedation $ 

Aside from the treatment of 
bone metastasis, CT-guided RFA 
has algo been shown to be a cost- 
effective surgical alternative in 
the treatment of osteoid osteo- 
mas, Dr. Villanueva says. Osteoid 
osteoma is a small, benign but Ț 
painful, circumscribed tumor of 
spongy bone occurring especiall 
in the bones of the lower extremi- 
ties and vertebrae, most often in 
children and young adults. Such 
patients typically suffer pain that 
worsens at night and responds to 
anti-inflammatory drugs. Tradi- 
tional treatment involves en-bloc 
resection and surgery to relieve 
pain. 

“Percutaneous CT-guided RFA is 
a minimally invasive, safe and ef- 
fective alternative to the surgical 
and medical management of os- 
teoid osteoma,” says Dr. Villanue- 
va. “With success rates similar to 
those for operative treatment, min- 
imal complications and rapid re- 
covery, percutaneous CT-guided 
RFA has largely eliminated the 
need for surgical treatment and 
long-term medical management.” 

Angelo Palmones is a science and 
technology broadcaster. For feed- 
back, please e-mail the Healthcare 
‘Technology and Outcomes ee 4 
tion Bureau at inquire@htoib.com. 
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The No. 1 source of antioxi- 


fact coffee, which gives the av- 
American 1,300 mil- 
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of antioxidants daily. It 
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KIDS QUIZ By Emman Cena 


CHUBBY IS THE NEW COOL; IT'S THE 
new healthy, the new beautiful, says a re- 
port by the New York Times on Monday. 


this does not mean that you are actually 
unfit and unhealthy. So kids, take some 
break, forget your perpetual dietary 
watch, and let those taste buds get good 
pampering. Besides, the Christmas sea- 
son is near. 


right. 


Food 


10. Potato crisps 


Bonus question: Whose buds is behind 
the chocolate Hershey's label? 
‘Score: 1-4 Good; 5-7 Very Good; 8-10 Ex- 


-B 'P-L'B-9'2-9 ty OE HE'E 


‘ood for thought 


You may not be a runway material, but 


Let us check your knowledge of some 
your favorite food by matching the kind 
food on the left with its creator on the 


Your quiz starts now. Burp burp. 


Creator 

a) Peter Cooper 

b) Forrest Mars Sr. 
c) Frank Epperson 
d) Captain Hanson 
Crockett Gregory 
e) George Crum 

f) Walter E. Diemer 
9) Dr. John Kellogg 
h) Italo Marcioni 

i) Will Keith Kellogg 
i) Hippolyte Mege- 
Mouries 


Bubble gum 
Margarine 
M&M's 
Corn flakes 


Instant gelatin 
Peanut butter 
Donut 
Popsicle 

Ice cream cone 


lent 
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Rainy days and male genes 


some, researchers can use it to find out 
‘what genetic information is considered 
worthy of being saved and passed on 


Discover 


condi 


cause unlike humans, a full-term 
nancy in the buffalo is about 340 days, 


litions into account mattered be- 
preg- 


from father to son. 


Y chromosome variants 

A recent study from the online 
journal PLoS One has linked the Y 
‘chromosome variants that a male 
African buffalo passes on to his off- 
spring in a given year with the 
amount of rain that fell during the 
year prior to the calves! births. The 
calves don't look any different on the 
outside, but the genes that they in- 
herit from their father can in turn af- 
fect the likelihood that they them- 
selves will find females willing to 
mate with them and bear their off- 
spring when they grow up. 

‘The study was led by Pim van Hooft, a 
lecturer at Wageningen University in the 
Netherlands, in collaboration with col- 


% 


Massie Santos Ballon 


leagues from the United States. Van 
Hooft did a good portion of his graduate 
and postdoctoral research in South 
Africa studying the African buffalo. 
‘Testing for the current study was done 
on herds at two South African parks be- 
tween 1998 and 2004. Of the approxi- 
mately 35,000 animals, researchers took 
blood samples from nearly 400 buffalo 
and then analyzed each animal's DNA to 
determine when they were born so that 
they could then look up the weather 
conditions for those time periods. 
‘Taking the previous year's weather 


van Hooft et al. wrote. 

“The researchers found that when the 
rainfall is heavier, there can be up to 
eight times as many calves with one par- 
ticular Y chromosome variant. When the 
rainfall season is comparatively drier, a 
different variant predominates. 


Buffalo’s body condition 

Another factor the researchers men- 
tion when it comes to passing on genes 
is the buffalo’s body condition. Making 
sperm and keeping fit both require large 
resource investments, Van Hooft et al. 
‘wrote, and the male buffalo has to main- 
taina careful balancing act ifhe wants to 
do both. Choosing one over the other 
isn’t really an option; finess is a mating 
criterion for the females, who want to 
make sure they are getting the best pos- 


sible fathers for their offspring, 

“The strong relationship with male re- 
productive success makes the popula- 
tion composition and dynamics very 
sensitive to changes in rainfall pattern 
due to climate change, which may ulti- 
mately affect population viability” the 
authors wrote in their study, which ap- 
peared last month in the online journal 
PLoS One. 

‘Van Hooft et al’s statement supports 
their claim that a single environmental 
factor can affect the larger picture's final 
‘outcome. Rainy weather doesn’t just af- 
fect a single male buffalo’s chances at 
siring offspring; less rain because of 
global warming affects the Y chromo- 
somes being handed down by the entire 
herd, and in tum could skew their future 
population. 

Email the author 
massie.com. 


at massie@ 
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Yes, you're seeing double. 
Two reputable research agencies, 
Synovate and Nielsen, have confirmed 
that Inquirer is number one based 


on their non-commissioned surveys. 


Source: All English Daily Readers in Greater Manila Area, read yesterday. Base: Synovate Media Atlas 2006-2007 (combined Waves 1-4). 
Source: Nielsen Media Index 2007 Wave 1. Based on urban national yesterday broadsheet readers. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2007 


for hike in 
water rates 


By Amy R. Remo 


AYALA-OWNED MANILA WATER CO. INC. 
plans to increase its water rates next year, 
saying the tariff adjustment was necessary 
to cover additional capital expenses in the 
next 15 years. 

Ina public consultation yesterday, MWCI 
president Antonino Aquino said these 
planned investments, worth roughly P117 
billion, would ensure the 24-hour supply of 
clean water to the growing population in 
the east zone. 

The “indicative” average all-in tariff has 
been initially set at P34.04 a cubic meter, 
which MWCI plans to implement from 
2008 to 2012. 


Enough water 

The current average all-in tariff is P20.54 
a cubic meter. 

Average all-in tariff refers to the mean of 
all the tariffs plus add-on costs related to 
MWCT's four customer types-residential, 
semibusiness, commercial and industrial. 

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System-Regulatory Office chief Alberto C. 
Agra said yesterday that the proposed “in- 
dicative” tariff was just a working figure 
and may change after the public consulta- 
tions. 

Agra explained that the tariff increase 
would translate to an average increase of 
P187 in the monthly bill of residents con- 
suming 30 cubic meters, or an increase of 
P6.20 a day. 

If the current bill is P333 for residents 
with a 30-cubic-meter consumption, their 
bill would increase to P520 starting next 
year. 


Increase takes effect in Jan. 

Final tariff adjustments are set to be re- 
leased to the public by Dec. 16, to enable 
MWCI to implement the increase on Jan. 1, 
2008. 

In his presentation, Aquino said the tariff 
increase was needed to ensure reliability of 
the supply of water to the east zone and to 
enable the expansion of services in the next 
15 years. 

“MWCI must prepare for the increase of 
population, effects of natural calamities 
and compliance with the Clean Water Act. 
‘To do so, major investments are needed to 
ensure a 24-hour water supply,” he said. 


New water sources 

These investments include finding new 
water sources aside from Angat dam, 
where Metro Manila sources 97 percent of 
its water supply; the continuous repair, re- 
habilitation and laying down of pipelines to 
avoid leaks; and aggressive expansion of 
‘waste water program. 

‘MWC said it was currently implement- 
ing aggressive service expansion programs 
to reach the fringe areas of Taguig, Antipo- 
lo, San Mateo, Rodriguez, Cainta, Taytay 
and Angono. 

‘Water supply projects have already start- 
ed in the towns of Baras, Binangonan and 
Jalajala, all in Rizal. 

Further service improvement and re- 
habilitation projects are also being un- 
dertaken in areas with 100-percent wa- 
ter coverage, which include the south- 
eastern part of Quezon City, Mandaluy- 
ong City, San Juan, Marikina City, Pasig 
City, Pateros, the San Andres and Sta. 
Ana areas of Manila and the portion of 
Makati City east of the South Super High- 
way. 

To help protect and preserve the envi- 
ronment, MWCI said it was also expand- 
ing its wastewater operations and sanita- 
tion services all over the east concession 
area and was now building septic treat- 
ment plants in San Mateo, Rizal, Pinugay 
in Antipolo and Food Terminal Complex 
in Taguig. 


SINGAPORE AIRLINES SUITES - A CLASS BEYOND FIRST 


Unrivalled exclusivity and privacy await the privi- 
lagad customers who liy Singapore Arines’ newest 
‘cabin product, aboard the Airbus A380. 

Introducing the Singapore Airlines Suites, a 
ass beyond lst, providing the ultimate in luxury 
and privacy 

‘Satin a new standard in ulimate premium air 
travel, the Singapore Aifines Sutas features a bold 
and unique cabin concept where each Suite is the 
‘customers private cabin in tho sky. Behind its cis- 
‘rote sliding doors is a spacious and tray personal 
area, with lavish furnishing and tevshes. 


“Developed with our most valued and disin- 
guished customers in mind, the concept of the Sin- 
gapore Arines Sues is nothing lass than ground- 
breaking in the luxury travel market” said Mr. Yap 
Kim Wan, Singapore Airines‘ Sensor Vice President 
Product ana Servicos. 

“Singapore Arines Suites customers can look 
forward 10 a fight with an unprecedented ievel ot 
personal space, in thair very own private cabin in 
the sky. The exquisite new product ottarings, to- 
gether with the special service trom our world 
enowned cabin crew, wil delight he most discern- 


rama ga 
L ke 


nes Sumos wore designed 
cloverly to umiza space 10 
‘make the Tight experience 
even moro huurious. 
loganty tumisned, each 
ol ma Singapore Arines 


The seat is tuly adjustable, wih a simple-to-use 
‘electronic coniroi pana io accommodata a vanety 
‘of sting and lounging postions. 

For those who want to sleep, a lul-sized Hat bed, 
with plush mattress, is bull nfo each indvidual Si- 
(apore Arines Sute, and does not utlize the seat 
25 part o! tho sleeping surtace. 

For couples traveling, the beds in the middie wo 
seats can be converted io an optonal double bed. 

‘Lavish duvels and cushions ensure customers 
‘can iit ino peacetul and comiortabie sleep. 

“The intaigent desig of he ful at bed not oniy 
‘otters customers the choice to rest in their prolerred 
‘Sleeping postions, but also alows them 1o sit or 
lounge in bed as they might in the comiort and pri- 
vaqyol hav own home. 

Work or Rest, Singapore Airlines Suites 
offers complete choice 

For customers who need io catch up on work on 
board, their Singapore Arknes Suite can be rans- 
formed into a siyesh office in te sky. Each Singa- 
pore Arines Sute includes a chaise lounge for 
‘Companion seating, ambient and mood ighing, 
‘luggage stowage space and a personal coat coset 

In ackiton to working in complete privacy, each 
Singapore Arines Suto comes furished wit a 
(generously wide and height-acjustable table which 


can function as a workstation, meeting table oF 
large orang table 

‘Customers wih laptops can tap int the in-seat 
power supply, wile customers with just a thumb- 
‘rve can also get work done by plugging into the 
USB pons and uttzing the comprehensive suite of 
office tools avaliable on Kris World: Singapore Al- 
lines award-wnnaing fight entertainment system. 
KrisWorld: the biggest show In the sky 
Just got bigger 

‘Customers can st back and be entertained, 
‘catching up on latest blockbusters, top-quality 
mones and TV programmes on the sleek 23inch 
personai high-resoiuton wdesereen LCD, mounted 
‘On the walin each Suto. Orson to a large selection 
‘ICDs on the accompanying premium headsets. 

“The now KrisWord otlers a wide selection of 
100 movies, more than 180 TV programmes, a I- 
brary of 700 music CDs, 3D games and more, wih 
{ul audo and video on-demand. A now suti of ot- 
fice appticatons allows a customer to simply plug in 
2 USS thumb-dnv to save and ci fles. 

KnsWorid combines business with entertain: 
‘ment and information to provide customers the ulti- 
‘mate wavel experience. 


Inflight Amenities 


Completing the luxurious experiance Is the ex- 
sive Ferragamo amenity kt which wil be pre- 
sented 1o Singapore Airines Sullos customers on 
long haul fights. Exclusively avaiable on the A380, 
the amenity kit features the latest fragrance, F by 
Salvatore Ferragamo, Ferragamo lip baim, hand 
cream and facial mist. 

Daily Commercial Service 

Take any of our Singapore Aifnas and SIA 
fights from Mania, Cebu and Davao and connect, 
conveniently same day in Singapore to our A380 
Services to Sydney. Dally commercial service of tho 
‘Singapore Arines A380 departs rom Singapore at 
8.30pm and arives in Syanay at 6:55am tne lolow- 
ing day. Meanw, na raturn Tight departs Irom 
Syeney at 8:50am and arrives In Singapore at 1:45 
pm me same day. 

“The Singapore Airlines Suites is ruly a class be- 
yond lirst and wil sat new standards as the viiman 
luxury fnflght experience lor those who expe 
noming less .. exclusively on the new Singapore 
‘Airknes A380. 

‘For ight bookings and other information on the 
‘Singapore Airlines A380 cal your travo! agent or 
contact Singapore Airines or SikAk, In Manila at 
758.8899, Cobu at 232-821 1 or Davao at 224-5608, 
orlog-on 1o singaporeaicom. 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Developer didn’t deliver? 


Settle before you sue 
promises were produced. ‘ad 


Goldfinch 
Construction 
in Full Swing 


Very soon, jetsetters and urbanites in 
Parafiaque willbe privileged to the refreshing 
lifestyle embodied in LuxureVille, as the 
Goldfinch Residence, one of the premium 
mid-rise condominium clusters in this con- 
temporary tropical haven, makes significant 
headway In construction. 


A groundbreaking development 

‘flagship project of world-class integrated 
property group Luxure Properties and Devel 
opment Corporation (LPOC), in partnership 
with is marketing arm, Pan Asia Property 
Management, Ino., LuxureVile was inaugu- 
rated via a groundbreaking ceremony that 
took place at LuxureVile's actual location 
along Matthew Street in Multinational Vilage, 
Barangay Moonwalk, Parafiaque City. The 
momentous occasion was graced by es- 
teemed officials of the oity of Paranaque 
headed by Parañaque City Mayor Florencio 
Bernabe, Jr. and 2nd District of Parañaque 
Congressman Rollo Golez. The occasion 
marked the formal commencement of 
LPDC's first venture for LuxureVill, the 
Golainch Residence, which posted a' very 
encouraging sales performance after only a 
year since LuxureVile's official launch in 
November 2005. As Goldfinch takes shape to 
usher in the LuxureVile lifestyle, another 
benchmark in privileged tvng is well within 
reach for ts residents. 


Freedom in LuxureVille form 

Espousing a lifestyle of spirited indepen- 
dence, LuxureVille is a welcoming communi- 
ty mastertully planned with elegantly-de- 
signed clusters of condominiums amidst a 
contemporary tropical setting. Each cluster is 
named atter familiar tropical birds represent- 
ing LuxureVile's central theme of freedom: 
Nightingale, Canary, Starling, Hummingbird, 
Toucan, Parakeet, and Goldfinch. 

From every aspect of LuxureVille's en- 
trancing layoul-rom structure to landscap- 
Ing, from its entryways to interiors, and down 
to each impressive detail, LuxureVile sym- 
bolizes an intimate paradise that values your 
privacy. It energizes and cozies you up with 
Its host of exclusive amenities. Invigorate 
your mornings by taking a walk or a jog along 
its landscaped jogging paths. Bask in na- 
ture's endearing ambiance as you surround. 
yourself with the lush greenery and colorful 
blooms at the pocket gardens. Organize 
memorable get-togethers with friends and 
family at the clubhouse, with function rooms 
accommodating enough with their spacious 
layout, Relax the day away by the refreshing 
caim of the vanishing-edged pool as you are 
serenaded by the music of tropical birds at 
the inviting aviary nearby. Or elevate your 
sense of well-being as you indulge in the 
comforts of an exotic spa and get your body 
toned at the gym. Soar to even greater 
heights of pleasure at the sky garden, a one- 
of-a-kind feature in LuxureVile that mesmer- 
izes you to a welcome sight of foliage and 
flowers, creating the perfect backdrop for fun 
activities and recreation. All these are for you 
to enjoy with total peace of mind as you are 
assured of a secure location within the presti- 
gious Multinational Village and its own 24- 
hour security. 

‘Apart from choice amenities and well-de- 
fined comforts, LuxureVile also gives you the 
freedom to go where you want to go, as Luxu- 
reVile's convenient location is just minutes 
away from key areas ike Makati, Ortigas and 
the Manila Bay area, including nearby industri- 
al parks in Laguna and Cavite. It also affords 
you with easy access to major roads and thor- 
oughfares, such as the South Luzon Express 
and other main highways, and to main gateway 
points such as the Ninoy International Airport, 
Manila Harbor, and provincial bus stations. 
‘There are also three entry and exit points offer- 
Ing alternate routes away from heavy traffic ar- 
eas. With LuxureVille you're assured of an ide- 
al home that nurtures your ambitions and lets 
these take flight, without you ever having to 
‘abandon the city's conveniences. 

Celebrate a newlound freedom in city 
living that evokes the liberty of being on your 
‘own, and loving every minute of it, elegantly, 
reassuringly and confidently-only at 
LuxureVille, There are 6 more LuxureVille 
‘condominium clusters waiting to be your 
home! Contact Pan Asia Property Manage- 
ment today at 840-2990, 840-2809, and 
840-2904 and know how you can own a piece: 
of the LuxureVill lifestyle through flexible fl- 
nancial packages. You may also visit 
www luxurevila.com 


e 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


INQUIRER Property asked the 
HEREGOESYOUR Housing and Land Use Regula- 
| retirement pay. tory Board what options a buyer 
Your developer has ee al on me the lua 

er ofits guarantees. 
mna your dream Beach Celina Kahanding, housing 
Test house into a night- and home site regulation officer 
mare. You've paid for the of the HLURB's legal services, 


property, and nothing but nes 


loftdetails 


SF. 1, 


O% interest 
tp to 24 motha" 


ananavi 


License to sell no. 16778 


Simple joys are best shared in the comforts of a home you can call 
your own. Begin a life of independence nestled in the cozy luxuries 
of cheerful artistry and vibrant landscapes. Free living designed for 


new beginnings at LuxureVille. 


Groundbreaking rites of the Goldfinch condominium this August 
means the LuxureVille lifestyle can be yours very soon! So make 
that move towards a life of comfort and true independence at 
LuxureVille. A place to call your own, a place easy to own. 


style Units Vanishing-edged Pool Sky Garden Clubhouse 


For inquiries call: PANTH 


Garden Lobby 


840-2809 e 840-2904 ə 840-2930 


Come visit Luxureville along Matthew Street, Multinational Village, Moonwalk, Parafiaque City 


www.luxureville.com 


e Pay as low as P7,659/monthly!" ° 6% Interest ¢ No Down Payment” 


Construction in full swing! 
Ready for occupancy by December 2008. 


Come and be part of LuxureVille’s open house 
on November 25, 2007, 8 am to 8 pm. 


Available through PAG-IBIG **For the first 18 months only | ***Total Contract Price in 18 months , 


j I aaria | 
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‘A project of Luure Properties and Development Corporation 
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Burj Dubai: 


THE UPCOMING YEAR IS EXPECTED TO 
be welcomed with a loud bang from fire- 
crackers and merrymakers alike. But more 
than the welcome of thuds and thumps is 
the revelry accompanied with the unveiling 
of the world’s tallest structure, the Burj 
Dubai. 

Burj Dubai or the Dubai Tower is the 
skyscraper currently under construction in 


Ki 
structure in the world surpassing the Taipei 
101 in Taiwan and the CN Tower in Canada. 
‘The building, which is expected to be com- 
pleted in the first quarter of 2008, now stands 
at more than 690 meters (2,227 feet) but 
with its spire the total height could be over 
800 m (2.640 ft). To date, the building's offi- 
cial website reports the completion of the 


156th story. Construction of the building 
started in Set aber 2004. 


‘Scheduled for occupancy in September 
2009, the building is is located at the First In- 


— = PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


PROPERTY 


of the towering kings — 


AWESOME STRUCTURES 


terchange (a.k.a Defence Roundabout) at the 
comer of Sheikh Zayed Road and Doha 
‘Street. The spire of the building is expected to 
be seen from 100 km (60 miles) away. 
Keep structural details secret 
Emaar Properties, the building developer, 
is keeping structural details secret until now 
ceeping the public as to what could 
be Bur Dubas fina height 
‘When finished, the building will, have 
more than 160 floors and 56 double-decker 
elevators, It will house units of residential 
apartments, various shops, swimming pools, 
spas, corporate suites, Italian fashion design- 
5, er Giorgio Armani’ first hotel and an obser- 


+ vation platform on the 124th floor 


“The building will also have the fastest ele- 
vators in the world with a speed of 700 
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City of the World 

“It’s a symbol of Dubai as a city of the 

worl,” Greg Sang, the project director for 
jaar Properties, was quoted as sayi 
the Associated Press. vany 

Previous skyscraper record-holders in- 
clude the Taipei 101 (1,671 ft), New York's 
Empire State Building’ (1,250 ft), Shang- 
hai's Jin Mao Building (1,381 ft), Chicago's 
Sears Tower (1,451 ft), Malaysia's Petronas 
Towers (1,483 ft), and the CN Tower, in 
Toronto, Canada (1,815.3 ft). 

Although its shape resembles that of the 
bundled tube concept of the Sears Tower, it 
is structurally very different and technically 
nota tube structure, its developer says. De- 
signed by Adrian D. Smith (of Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill LLP), the triplelobed 
footprint of Burj Dubai is based on an ab- 
stracted desert flower native to the region. 


References: wwwburjdubai.com, bbc- : 


Megaworld comp 


TOP RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS PRO- 
cess outsourcing (BPO) office condomini- 
ums developer Megaworld Corp. has com- 
pleted its 1st BPO building in McKinley Hill, 
Fort Bonifacio. 

One World Square is now ready to accept 
BPO tenants who are looking for a prime lo- 
cation near Makati and Ortigas, as well as 
the airport. The building is located right at 
the entrance to McKinley Hill, Megaworld’s 
largest mixed-use township to date at 50 
hectares. 


Adjusts to space demands 

The building is 11 stories high and pro- 
vides 30,000 square meters of prime office 
space. The first office tower to feature vary- 
ing floor plates, One World Square easily 
adjusts to the space demands of hyper- 
growth BPO fims, according to Megaworld 
FVP Jericho Go. The 2nd to Sth floor offices 
host 5,000 square meters of space and the 
6th-7th floor, 2,000 square meters. The top 
four floors provide floor plates of 700 
square meters. 


“A 700-square-meter office is ideal for 
startups, But once stronger demand kicks 
in and they generate more accounts, then 
the business can grow by within the same 
premises. The building is in tune with the 
dynamics of the BPO business. Our lessees 
have considered this as an advantage, that 
is why they chose One World Square,” Go 
proudly declared. 


Within Cyberpark 

Since the building is located within the 
McKinley Hill Cyberpark—which is accred- 
ited by the Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority (Peza) board as an ecozone—One 
World Square BPO tenants will be entitled 
to various fiscal and nonfiscal incentives, 
including income tax holidays. 

In addition, shops such as McDonald's, 
Starbucks and 7-11 are now open or are set 
to open at One World Square's ground floor 
level to provide convenience to the tenants’ 
workers 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

For inquiries about One World Square at 
McKinley Hill, interested BPOs and corpo- 
rate locators may call 912-0708 or e-mail 
Jeespinosa@megaworldcorp.com. 


S. m/min (42.3 kph or 26.1 mph), Emaar says. 


TOP residential and BPO buildings 
condominiums developer Megaworld Corp. 
announces the completion of One World 
Square at McKinley Hill. 


Sentricon the best preventive measure vs termites 


EILEEN MACAPAGAL, ERSTWHILE AC- 
tress and wife of TV host-comedian Joey de 
Leon, understands the value of having a 
peaceful and stable home. She admitted 
that she still learns a lot from parenting, 
and continues to dedicate herself to keep- 
ing her husband and children comfortable 
in their haven of two decades in Quezon 
City, 

“Tm a housewife, so Tm very particular 
with order and cleanliness,” Eileen said. “T 
think mommies are naturally protective. 
When the time came for me to be one, I be- 
came aware of many responsibilities to ful- 
fill before I could rest at the end of the day. 
‘Asa mom, you're more aware which spots of 
the house are damaged, for example. But 
you also know how to correct the defects. 
You'll be meticulous in terms of making sure 
that your family is safe and secure.” 


First sign of termite attack 

In another exclusive subdivision in Que- 
zon City, Eileen is having a house rented out. 
The 15-year-old property is also being taken 
care of, according to Eileen. But as it isn't al- 
ways lived in, some things have remained 
unnoticed by tenants, until major damage 
had been inflicted. “The first sign of termite 
attack we noticed was under the stairway. 
We quickly called our regular pest control 
for a liquid termiticide treatment,” she 
shared. 

Three months later, to Eileen’s surprise, 
the pesky termites were back. “A new tenant 
‘was about to move into the house when I 
caught sight of new termite trails. I realized 
that when a place is quiet and has no activi- 
ty, the pests tend to take advantage. I had 
the house treated with the same chemical 
solution again but it was not enough to keep 
the termites from coming back,” she re- 
vealed, “We finally decided on trying the 
Sentricon System to prevent further damage 
from happening,” 


pe 


‘TV host-comedian Joey de Leon with wife 
Eileen 


Internationally acclaimed 

Sentricon, manufactured by Dow Agro- 
Sciences, is an internationally acclaimed 
product that makes use of baiting stations to 
trap wood-devouring termites. Harmless to 
humans and odorless, the Sentricon tech- 
nology can only be installed and monitored 
by authorized operators. Topbest Pest Ser- 
vices Inc. (681-1823/1593; 0917- 
8341610), a local pest professional group 
duly accredited, was highly recommended 
by Eileen’s family friend for the house's ter- 
mite problem. 

“Joey and I have been renting out this 
house since day one. Since we don't live 
there, there's the tendency that itll be more 
prone to termite infestations. If you live 
there and you're the owner, you'll notice the 
slightest changes in the house because you 
wouldn't want your house to collapse, have 
leaks or other problems. Since we don't stay 
there, we wanted to make sure that the 
house's quality is being maintained, so Sen- 
tricon acts as its protector from termites.” 


Developer didn’t deliver? . . 


offered a few. 

Seek the amicable settlement first. Ka- 
handing said that if the buyer and the de- 
veloper settled the issue amicably on their 
own, expenses incurred for legal filing, fees 
for complaints and counsel would be avoid- 
ed. 


Option I: Substitute lot 

If your money is with the developer al- 
ready, maybe the developer has other pro- 
jects it can offer to you. 

Kahanding explained that if, for exam- 
ple, subdivision A and B belonged to a sin- 
gle developer and it so happened that you 
bought a property in subdivision A, in 
which further developments had ceased for 
whatever reason, then demand for another 
lot with the same value in subdivision B. 

Kahanding said that subsequent agree- 
‘ments on this option would also depend on 
the location and classification of the two 
properties (whether or not the two devel- 


‘opments are classified as high-class subdi- 
visions, for example). 

Before negotiating, Kahanding urged 
buyers to do their own research and back- 
ground checks on the developers and their 
projects, and conduct interviews with reli- 
able property experts and realtors on the 
particular area's property values. An arbiter 
from HLURB can mediate while both par- 
ties negotiate. 

If the developer insists that the “under- 
developed” subdivision A cannot be made 
as a negotiating chip because of its state of 
being “underdeveloped,” buyers can 
counter with data on lot values and price 
projections had the developer seen subdivi- 
sion A to its completion at the target dates. 
‘Your property would also have been appre- 
ciating at the same rate with subdivision B 
properties. 


Option 2: Refund 
Kahanding said that if the developer can- 


Eileen explained that its features were in- 
deed pleasing and impressive. “We recom- 
mend the Sentricon Baiting System, because 
it's the most effective and most convenient 
to use,” she said. 

“We tell our friends about it. Usually, 
when you use the chemical sprays, in less 
than a year, you see infestations of termites 
again. You keep spraying but they keep re- 
turning. Plus, the chemicals aren’t pleasant- 
looking; after the treatment, there's a milky 
substance that you still have to clean up. Us- 
ing the traditional chemicals is hard, be- 
cause you have to move the furniture, too. 
You have to monitor where the technicians 
are injecting the treatment. Sometimes they 
might have to drill your tiles. Ifshard, messy 
and costly” 


Keeping structure 

Christopher Villacer, Topbest’s area super- 
visor, shared that the cozy house had previ- 
ously been attacked by the most relentless 
type of termite. “We installed monitoring 
stations around the perimeter of the house 
and will check these regularly to prevent 
and eliminate termite colonies.” 

Joey and Eileen added that Sentricon con- 
tinues to keep the structure protected, mi- 
nus the typical hassles. “The system is quick 
and our tenants are not bothered. The ten- 
ants are happy knowing that they are being 
taken care of. We rent out the house, but we 
still take care of it.” 

“We really protect our properties for the 
children,” Eileen said. “We want to pass it to 
them, or if not, earning from them is still an 
option. We just really want to protect what 
we invested in—that's always been our pri 
ciple, whether we're using the house or hav- 
ing it rented out. Building them required 
hard work and money. It would be costlier if 
we did nothing and let the termites attack 
again! With Sentrcon, we're preventing 

t.” 
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not be compelled to complete the project 
for lack of funds and there are no substitute 
projects for the buyer to relocate, buyers 
can ask for a complete refund of their pay- 
ments. A refund, however, is based on the 
actual money the buyer paid, and carries 
the possibility that the refund money would 
have lost some of its value, especially if the 
time lapsed has run into years. 

In cases where the buyer has no choice 
but to demand a refund, the HLURB would 
file this as “nondevelopment.” In the buy- 
er's prayer, include your own demands. 


Option 3: File a complaint at HLURB 

‘The filing of interest of damages against 
the developer—if ever the buyer will be 
awarded—will only commence on the 
date of the buyer's filed complaint. 


(For more inquiries, log on to 
hitp://www.hlurb.gowph/page/home, or 
call the HLURB hotline at 927-3061). 


news.com, 
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Lafarge Semento goes 
beyond construction 


WORLD'S LEADING CE- 
ment firm Lafarge Semento 
has gone far beyond con- 
struction, but not into anoth- 
er business or industry. 

The fateful move, virtually 
showcased at the World Trade 
Center Metro Manila during the 
four-day intemational construc- 
tion expo Philconstruct 2007, 
also hardly about building qual- 
ity houses, skyscrapers and 
modem cities as it does best. 

“It's more about building a 
better quality of life for the 
markets and communities we 
serve than anything else,” 
says Joel Lacsamana, vice 
president for corporate com- 
munications of Lafarge Ce- 
ment Services Philippines Inc. 

“But since the Lafarge 
Group operates in many coun- 
tries worldwide, we might ap- 
pear to be trying to build a 
better world as we hope we 
could,” Lacsamana adds. 

Worldwide, the Lafarge 
Group has taken a broad set 
of measures that promote 
and care for the well-being of 
its stakeholders in work safe- 
ty, health, education and the 
environment. 


mento's 


Reduce energy demand 

In the Philippines, Lafarge 
Semento is the first cement 
‘company to help the govern- 
ment respond to the chal- 
lenge of climate change byre- 
ducing energy demand. 

The company has 
nered with the World Wildl 
Fund (WWF) in commission- 
ing and funding a study, 
which identifies the means to 
save up to P384 billion worth 
of energy and prevent 68.7- 
million metric tons of carbon 
dioxide pollutants. 

The Emission Reduction 
through Energy Efficiency 
Study (EES), the first research 
tool of its kind that can be 
used to facilitate policies in 
decreasing energy demand, 
makes Lafarge Semento the 
first Philippine cement com- 
pany to help the government 
respond to global warming. 

“The WWELafarge part- 
nership also tackles climate 
change solutions by produc- 
ing blended cement products 
that are environment-friend- 
1y” Lacsamana says. 

‘At the same time, the com- 
pany uses rice husks, instead 
of coal, as fuel for its Republic 
Cement kilns in Rizal and Bu- 
lacan. This also reduces carbon 
dioxide emissions and gener- 
ates income for farmers who 
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sell rice husks to the company. 

With its strong commit- 
ment to the community and 
the environment, Lafarge Se- 

Republic 

plant in Bulacan received the 
Titanium Presidential Miner- 
al Industry Award in 1998, 
1999 and 2002. 

Only last year, Lafarge Se- 
mento plants earned from the 
Philippine Mines Safety and 
Environment Association the 
distinction as the country’s 
“Safest Cement Plants” and 
were adjudged as the “Leaders 
in Energy Efficiency” through 
the Don Emilio Abello Energy 
Efficiency Award given by the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. 

Lafarge Semento also part- 
nered with the indigenous com- 
munities in the Sierra Madre 
mountain range to adopt six 
hectares of the endangered Ipo 
Watershed in Norzagaray, Bula- 
can where the company initial- 
ly planted over 1,000 trees. The 
project is envisioned to become 
a nationwide reforestation pro- 
gram for similarly threatened 
watershed areas, 


Cement 


Social responsibility 

‘These so-called corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) 
projects are focused, not only 
on the environment, but also 
directly on people. 

“In health and safety, La- 
farge Semento has rolled out 
the Mason Kaakbay Safety 
and Insurance Program,” Lac- 
samana points out. 

The program provides safe- 
ty training and insurance cov- 
erage, through parner Phil- 
amlife Insurance, to thousands 
of Filipino masons nationwide. 

This year, Lafarge Semento 

arnered with Ateneo- 
Abakada Foundation, 
the Japanese Embassy and the 
Surigao government to build 
in Mindanao the world’s first 
Earthbag schools. 

The schools are made of 
earth packed in plastic bags, 
Which are held together by tel 

form a strong 
but cost-effective structure. 

‘The company has also built 
schoolhouses in Bulacan, do- 
nated lands and helped build 
Gawad Kalinga houses in Ili- 
gan and Danao cities. 

“Clearly, Lafarge Semen- 
to's business strength lies in 
the original ways in which it 
works to improve the daily 
life of its stakeholders while 
helping build a more sustain- 
able world,” Lacsamana says. 
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Burj Dubai: 


By Emman Cena 


‘THE UPCOMING YEAR IS EXPECTED TO 
be welcomed with a loud bang from fire- 
crackers and merrymakers alike. But more 
than the welcome of thuds and thumps is 
the revelry accompanied with the unveiling 
of the world’s tallest structure, the Burj 
Dubai. 

Burj Dubai or the Dubai Tower is the 
skyscraper currently under construction in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. According to its 
developer, it will be the tallest free-standing 


X started in September 2004. 
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structure in the world surpassing the Taipei 
101 in Taiwan and the CN Tower in Canada. 
‘The building, which is expected to be com- 
pleted in the first quarter of 2008, now stands 
at more than 690 meters (2,237 feet) but 
with its spire the total height could be over 
800 m (2.640 fi). To date, the building’s offi- 
ial website reports the completion of the 
156th story. Construction of the building 


‘Scheduled for occupancy in September 
= 2009, the building is is located at the First In- 


AWESOME STRUCTURES 


terchange (a.k.a Defence Roundabout) at the 
comer of Sheikh Zayed Road and Doha 
‘Street. The spire of the building is expected to 
be seen from 100 km (60 miles) away. 


Keep structural details secret 

Emaar Properties, the building developer, 
is keeping structural details secret until now, 
keeping the public guessing as to what could 
be Burj Dubai's final height. 

When finished, the building will have 
more than 160 floors and 56 double-decker 
elevators. It will house units of residential 
apartments, various shops, swimming pools, 
spas, corporate suites, Italian fashion design- 
er Giorgio Armani first hotel and an obser- 
vation platform on the 124th floor 

The building will also have the fastest ele- 
vators in the world with a speed of 700 
m/min (42.3 kph or 26.1 mph), Emaar says. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2007 


City of the World 

“It’s a symbol of Dubai as a city of the 
world,” Greg Sang, the project director for 
Emaar Properties, was quoted as saying by 
the Associated Press. 

Previous skyscraper record-holders in- 
clude the Taipei 101 (1,671 ft), New York’s 
Empire State Building (1,250 ft), Shang- 
hai's Jin Mao Building (1,381 ft), Chicago's 
Sears Tower (1,451 ft), Malaysia's Petronas 
Towers (1,483 f), and the CN Tower, in 
Toronto, Canada (1,815.3 ft). 

Although its shape resembles that of the 
bundled tube concept of the Sears Tower, it 
is structurally very different and technically 
not a tube structure, its developer says. De- 
signed by Adrian D. Smith (of Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill LLP), the triple-lobed 
footprint of Burj Dubai is based on an ab- 
stracted desert flower native to the region. 


Reference 
news.com, 


wwwoburjdubai.com, bbc- 
wwwiskyscreperpage.com, 
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Megaworld completes One World Square 


TOP RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS PRO- 
cess outsourcing (BPO) office condomini- 
ums developer Megaworld Corp. has com- 
pleted its 1st BPO building in McKinley Hill, 
Fort Bonifacio. 

One World Square is now ready to accept 
BPO tenants who are looking for a prime lo- 
cation near Makati and Ortigas, as well as 
the airport. The building is located right at 
the entrance to McKinley Hill, Megaworld’s 
largest mixed-use township to date at 50 
hectares. 


Adjusts to space demands 

The building is 11 stories high and pro- 
vides 30,000 square meters of prime office 
space. The first office tower to feature vary- 
ing floor plates, One World Square easily 
adjusts to the space demands of hyper- 
growth BPO fims, according to Megaworld 
FVP Jericho Go. The 2nd to Sth floor offices 
host 5,000 square meters of space and the 
6th-7th floor, 2,000 square meters. The top 
four floors provide floor plates of 700 
square meters. 


“A 700-square-meter office is ideal for 
startups, But once stronger demand kicks 
in and they generate more accounts, then 
the business can grow by within the same 
premises. The building is in tune with the 
dynamics of the BPO business. Our lessees 
have considered this as an advantage, that 
is why they chose One World Square,” Go 
proudly declared. 


Within Cyberpark 

Since the building is located within the 
McKinley Hill Cyberpark—which is accred- 
ited by the Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority (Peza) board as an ecozone—One 
World Square BPO tenants will be entitled 
to various fiscal and nonfiscal incentives, 
including income tax holidays. 

In addition, shops such as McDonald's, 
‘Starbucks and 7-11 are now open or are set 
to open at One World Square's ground floor 
level to provide convenience to the tenants’ 
workers 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

For inquiries about One World Square at 
McKinley Hill, interested BPOs and corpo- 
rate locators may call 912-0708 or e-mail 
jeespinosa@megaworldcorp.com. 


TOP residential and BPO buildings 

condor s developer Megaworld Corp. 
announces the completion of One World 
‘Square at McKinley Hill. 


Sentricon the best preventive measure vs termites 


EILEEN MACAPAGAL, ERSTWHILE AC- 
tress and wife of TV host-comedian Joey de 
Leon, understands the value of having a 
peaceful and stable home. She admitted 
that she still learns a lot from parenting, 
and continues to dedicate herself to keep- 
ing her husband and children comfortable 
in their haven of two decades in Quezon 
City. 

“Tm a housewife, so I'm very particular 
with order and cleanliness,” Eileen said. “I 
think mommies are naturally protective 
When the time came for me to be one, I be- 
came aware of many responsibilities to ful- 
fill before I could rest at the end of the day. 
As a mom, you're more aware which spots of 
the house are damaged, for example. But 
you also know how to correct the defects 
You'll be meticulous in terms of making sure 
that your family is safe and secure.” 


First sign of termite attack 

In another exclusive subdivision in Que- 
zon City, Eileen is having a house rented out. 
‘The 15-year-old property is also being taken 
care of, according to Eileen. But as it isn't al- 
ways lived in, some things have remained 
unnoticed by tenants, until major damage 
had been inflicted. “The first sign of termite 
attack we noticed was under the stairway. 
We quickly called our regular pest control 
for a liquid termiticide treatment,” she 
shared. 

‘Three months later, to Eileen's surprise, 
the pesky termites were back. “A new tenant 
was about to move into the house when I 
caught sight of new termite trails. I realized 
that when a place is quiet and has no activi- 
ty, the pests tend to take advantage. I had 
the house treated with the same chemical 
solution again but it was not enough to keep 
the termites from coming back,” she re- 
vealed, “We finally decided on trying the 
Sentricon System to prevent further damage 
from happening.” 


‘TV host-comedian Joey de Leon with wife 
Eileen 


Internationally acclaimed 

Sentricon, manufactured by Dow Agro 
Sciences, is an internationally acclaimed 
product that makes use of baiting stations to 
trap wood-devouring termites. Harmless to 
humans and odorless, the Sentricon tech- 
nology can only be installed and monitored 
by authorized operators. Topbest Pest Ser- 
vices Inc.  (681-1823/1593; 0917- 
8341610), a local pest professional group 
duly accredited, was highly recommended 
by Eileen’s family friend for the house's ter- 
mite problem. 

“Joey and I have been renting out this 
house since day one. Since we don't live 
there, there's the tendency that irl be more 
prone to termite infestations. If you live 
there and you're the owner, you'll notice the 
slightest changes in the house because you 
wouldn't want your house to collapse, have 
leaks or other problems. Since we don't stay 
there, we wanted to make sure that the 
house's quality is being maintained, so Sen- 
tricon acts as its protector from termites.” 


Developer didn’t deliver? . . 


offered a few. 

Seek the amicable settlement first. Ka- 
handing said that if the buyer and the de- 
veloper settled the issue amicably on their 
‘own, expenses incurred for legal filing, fees 
for complaints and counsel would be avoid- 
ed. 


Option |: Substitute lot 

If your money is with the developer al- 
ready, maybe the developer has other pro- 
jects it can offer to you. 

Kahanding explained that if, for exam- 
ple, subdivision A and B belonged to a sin 
gle developer and it so happened that you 
bought a property in subdivision A, in 
which further developments had ceased for 
whatever reason, then demand for another 
lot with the same value in subdivision B. 

Kahanding said that subsequent agree- 
ments on this option would also depend on 
the location and classification of the two 
properties (whether or not the two devel- 


opments are classified as high-class subdi- 
visions, for example) 

Before negotiating, Kahanding urged 
buyers to do their own research and back- 
ground checks on the developers and their 
projects, and conduct interviews with reli- 
able property experts and realtors on the 
particular area’s property values. An arbiter 
from HLURB can mediate while both par- 
ties negotiate. 

If the developer insists that the “under- 
developed” subdivision A cannot be made 
as a negotiating chip because of its state of 
being “underdeveloped,” buyers can 
counter with data on lot values and price 
projections had the developer seen subdivi- 
sion A to its completion at the target dates. 
Your property would also have been appre- 
ciating at the same rate with subdivision B 
properties. 


Option 2: Refund 
Kahanding said that if the developer can- 


Eileen explained that its fearures were in- 
deed pleasing and impressive. “We recom- 
mend the Sentricon Baiting System, because 
it’s the most effective and most convenient 
to use,” she said. 

“We tell our friends about it. Usually, 
when you use the chemical sprays, in less 
than a year, you see infestations of termites 
again. You keep spraying but they keep re- 
turning. Plus, the chemicals aren't pleasant- 
looking: after the treatment, there's a milky 
substance that you still have to clean up. Us- 
ing the traditional chemicals is hard, be- 
cause you have to move the furniture, too. 
You have to monitor where the technicians 
are injecting the treatment. Sometimes they 
might have to drill your tiles. I's hard, messy 
and costly.” 


Keeping structure protected 

Christopher Villacer, Topbest’s area super- 
visor, shared that the cozy house had previ- 
ously been attacked by the most relentless 
type of termite. “We installed monitoring 
stations around the perimeter of the house 
and will check these regularly to prevent 
and eliminate termite colonies.” 

Joey and Eileen added that Sentricon con- 
tinues to keep the structure protected, mi- 
nus the typical hassles. “The system is quick 
and our tenants are not bothered. The ten- 
ants are happy knowing that they are being 
taken care of. We rent out the house, but we 
still take care of it.” 

“We really protect our properties for the 
children,” Eileen said. “We want to pass it to 
them, or if not, earning from them is still an 
option. We just really want to protect what 
‘we invested in—that’s always been our prin- 
ciple, whether we're using the house or hav- 
ing it rented out. Building them required 
hard work and money. It would be costlier if 
we did nothing and let the termites attack 
again! With Sentricon, we're preventing 
that.” 


From page B2-1 


not be compelled to complete the project 
for lack of funds and there are no substitute 
projects for the buyer to relocate, buyers 
can ask for a complete refund of their pay- 
ments. A refund, however, is based on the 
actual money the buyer paid, and carries 
the possibility that the refund money would 
have lost some of its value, especiaily if the 
time lapsed has run into years. 

In cases where the buyer has no choice 
but to demand a refund, the HLURB would 
file this as “nondevelopment.” In the buy- 
er's prayer, include your own demands. 


Option 3: File a complaint at HLURB 

The filing of interest of damages against 
the developer—if ever the buyer will be 
awarded—will only commence on the 
date of the buyer's filed complaint. 


(For more inquiries, log on to 
hutp://wwwhlurb.gov.ph/page/home, or 
call the HLURB hotline at 927-3061). 
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Lafarge Semento goes 
beyond construction 


WORLD'S LEADING CE- 
ment firm Lafarge Semento 
has gone far beyond con- 
struction, but not into anoth- 
er business or industry. 

The fateful move, virtually 
showcased at the World Trade 
Center Metro Manila during the 
four-day intemational construc- 
tion expo Philconstruct 2007, is 
also hardly about building qual- 
ity houses, skyscrapers and 
modem cities as it does best. 

it's more about building a 
better quality of life for the 
markets and communities we 
serve than anything else, 
says Joel Lacsamana, vice 
president for corporate com 
munications of Lafarge Ce- 
ment Services Philippines Inc. 

“But since the Lafarge 
Group operates in many coun- 
tries worldwide, we might ap- 
pear to be trying to build a 
better world as we hope we 
could,” Lacsamana adds. 

Worldwide, the Lafarge 
Group has taken a broad set 
of measures that promote 
and care for the well-being of 
its stakeholders in work safe- 
ty; health, education and the 
environment. 


Reduce energy demand 

In the Philippines, Lafarge 
Semento is the first cement 
‘company to help the govern- 
ment respond to the chal- 
lenge of climate change by re- 
ducing energy demand. 

The company has part- 
nered with the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) in commission- 
ing and funding a study, 
which identifies the means to 
save up to P384 billion worth 
of energy and prevent 68.7- 
million metric tons of carbon 
dioxide pollutants. 

The Emission Reduction 
through Energy Efficiency 
Study (EES), the first research 
tool of its kind that can be 
used to facilitate policies in 
decreasing energy demand, 
makes Lafarge Semento the 
first Philippine cement com- 
pany to help the government 
respond to global warming 

“The WWFLafarge part- 
nership also tackles climate 
change solutions by produc: 
ing blended cement products 
that are environment-friend- 
ly," Lacsamana says. 

‘At the same time, the com- 
pany uses rice husks, instead 
of coal, as fuel for its Republic 
Cement kilns in Rizal and Bu: 
Jacan. This also reduces carbon 
dioxide emissions and gener- 
ates income for farmers who 


sell rice husks to the company. 

With its strong commit- 
ment to the community and 
the environment, Lafarge Se- 
mento’s Republic Cement 
plant in Bulacan received the 
Titanium Presidential Miner- 
al Industry Award in 1998, 
1999 and 2002, 

Only last year, Lafarge Se- 
mento plants earned from the 
Philippine Mines Safety and 
Environment Association the 
distinction as the c 
“Safest Cement Plant 
were adjudged as the "Leaders 
in Energy Efficiency” through 
the Don Emilio Abello Energy 
Efficiency Award given by the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. 

Lafarge Semento also part- 
nered with the indigenous com: 
munities in the Sierra Madre 
mountain range to adopt six 
hectares of the endangered I 
Watershed in Norzagaray, Bula- 
can where the company initial- 
ly planted over 1,000 trees. The 
project is envisioned to become 
a nationwide reforestation pro- 
gram for similarly threatened 
‘watershed areas. 


Social responsibility 

These so-called corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) 
projects are focused, not only 
on the environment, but also 
directly on people. 

“In health and safety, La- 
farge Semento has rolled out 
the Mason Kaakbay Safety 
and Insurance Program,” Lac- 
samana points out. 

The program provides safe- 
ty training and insurance cov- 
erage, through partner Phil- 
amlife Insurance, to thousands 
of Filipino masons nationwide. 

This year, Lafarge Semento 
has partnered with Ateneo- 
based Abakada Foundation, 
the Japanese Embassy and the 
Surigao government to build 
in Mindanao the world’s first 
Earthbag schools. 

‘The schools are made of 
earth packed in plastic bags, 
which are held together by steel 
and cement to form a strong 
but cost-effective structure 

‘The company has also built 
schoolhouses in Bulacan, do- 
nated lands and helped build 
Gawad Kalinga houses in Ii- 
gan and Danao cities. 

“Clearly, Lafarge Semen- 
to's business strength lies in 
the original ways in which it 
works to improve the daily 
life of its stakeholders while 
helping build a more sustain 
able world,” Lacsamana says. 


LAFARGE exhibit at Philconstruct 2007 
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Agri-tourism 


MANY CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD ¢ a 2 
are spending more and more time indoors 
using computers. The average number of 
hours may range from one to three every 
day. This is in addition to the time they 
spend in front of television and video 
games. This situation can place children at 
increased risk for repetitive stress injuries, 
eye strain, obesity and other health hazards 
due to a sedentary lifestyle, They are also 
exposed to the harmful effects of toxic 
emissions from new computer equipment 
and electromagnetic radiation from old 


As part of its biological/organic farming, 
the farm features vermicomposting using 
earthworms called African night crawlers 
that make fertilizers faster than the garden 
variety earthworms. 

Special garden plots for spices, a com 
maze, a flower trail, a climate-controlled 
greenhouse for anthuriums, a koi pond, a 
bird sanctuary, a butterfly garden and a long 
forest trail are good reasons the farm is a 
popular destination for families with grow- 
ing children and students. 


For farm-loving city dwellers or “hobby 
farmers,” the leisure farm is a second home 
where their families experience the thrills of 

their own farm and enjoying the 
bounties of the land. 

In the middle of our fast-paced world, now 
is the time to turn more and more to nature 
to counter the anxiety, stress and tension of 
everyday life, 


For comments or inquiries, e-mail amadode- 
Jjesus@gmail.com 


video monitors. 

‘This is the reason 
many children today 
have no idea of how it 
feels to be outdoors, 
to see animals and 
plants or simply to be 
‘close to nature. Virtu- 
al reality has taken 
over their perception 
of what the real world 
is. Researchers realize 
now that many of 
these ene Lis suf- 
fering m what is 
Amado de Jesus called nature deficit 
—————— disorder. This type of 
disorder is the cumulative effect of withdraw- 
ing nature from children’s experiences. 

To reverse this trend and to fulfill many 
people's desire for their families to enjoy the 
lean unpolluted air of the countryside, many 
communities worldwide are now going back 
to nature by turning into the growing business 
of agricultural tourism or simply agri-tourism. 
After all, new research shows that nature is a 
powerful es ee for depression, obesity and 
other types of illnesses and disorders. 


Agri-tourism 

In many countries, agri-tourism evolved as 
a result of the loss of traditional farm income 
due to modern global agriculrural economy. 
Farm owners developed creative ways to ed- 
ucate, entertain and even influence the way 
people looked at farms and how they relate 
to them. 

Children are particularly attracted to these 
farms because of the chance to experience 
firsthand what and how it feels to see where 
most of their food comes from amid a natural 
and green environment. 

Taiwan 

‘This new generation of farms is now popu- 
lar in Taiwan which attracts people who have 
not been exposed to rural culture before and 
who want to enjoy agricultural products. The 
total number of visitors is expected to reach 
30,000 to 40,000 people this year. 

United States 

The United States has several farms that 
are designed for agri-tourism. Many farms 
have been transformed into full-theme parks 

~complete with petting zoos, hay rides, discov- 
ery farms, school field trips and unusual din- 
ing treats and places. One of the most famous 
and successful farms is the Knott's Berry Farm 
which started asa traditional berry farm. 

Many of these farms emphasize the value 
of utilizing organic methods of growth. They 
stress the importance of using only natural 
methods of growing their produce, in con- 
trast to other methods that depend heavily 
on toxic pesticides and fertilizers. 

Philippines 

The concept of agritowism has also 
caught up in the Philippines. One successful 
project is the Leisure Farms Tagaytay in 
Lemery, Batangas, which is designed to en- 
tertain and educate people of various ages on 
the many benefits of a close communion with. 
nature through farming. 

‘The farm, designed like a nature park, is an 
interesting educational environment for stu- 
dents and children who may want to be pro- 
fessional farmers in the future, 

‘The leisure farms, spanning 13 hectares of 
green development, feature a fish pond and a 
fishing lake near the entrance. Its village 
store, which serves Figaro coffee and sand- 
wiches, welcomes visitors where they can re- 
lax upon arrival. Visitors can also stock on 
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(GREEN 
/ARCHITRENDS 


‘AGRI-TOURISM 
offered by Leisure 
Farms Tagaytay 
creates nature 
experiences using 
the latest eco- 
friendly agricultural 
technology. 


homegrown fruits and vegetables from the 
farm market. They can enjoy homemade con- 
fections and pickled products. 

‘The farm offers visitors, who are not too fa- 
miliar with farming methods, an informative 
tour of the site showing hydrophonic farming 
on soilless planting and organic planting us- 
ing worms. 


Today we mark a new 
milestone in Guiguinto, 
with the opening of the 
Miraverde clubhouse 


GUIGUINTO, BULACA 


GRAND OPEN HOUSE 


and 
BLESSING OF CLUBHOUSE 
Today Nov 17, 2007 
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REALTY & DEVELOPMENT, INC. 


7 www.staluciarealty.com 
Walking distance to North Railway 


READY FOR HOUSING LANDOWNER 


È SARLAZ CCN 


200% Elongation* 
100% Waterproof 
% Worries 


MARKETING NETWORK 


“MFil-Estate Group 


of Marketing Companies 


r 


Call: (02) 631-2750 
(02) 637-2928 / (02) 634-2295 


Sta. Lucia House and Lot packages (02) 634-4285 / (02) 635-4454 


iB) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


PROPERTY 


Have a colorful Christmas 


{i By Tess S. Samaniego 


F ILIPINOS LOVE TO CE- 
4 


lebrate Christmas in a 
very “colorful 
Ñ manner. 
while mixing and 
ES matching vibrant hues 
¥ add a lot of fun and zest to 
"the holiday mood, feng 
2} shui reminds us that there 
may be wisdom in heed- 
{Jing the Chinese phrase 
“five colors blind,” which 
means that using too 
sf many colors may have a 


numbing effect on homes and its 
sf owners. 


Colors and their meanings 


‘4 For a more “balanced” Christmas 


and their respective meanings accord- 
ing to feng shui. 

* Gold and Silver—can strengthen 
your intuition; represent ostentation, 
money and fame. 

* Red—the color of life; most auspi- 
cious color of ail; relates to 
growth, happiness and joy; 
great energizer representing 
deep and passionate love; be- 

|| lieved to keep away evil 
forces. 

*Blue—represents spiri- 
tualism, thoughtfulness and 
consideration; associated 
with faith, constancy and fi- 
delity; cooling and calming. 

+ Purple—often consid- 
ered more auspicious than 

red; associated with high ideals, loyal- 
ty, truth, love and suffering: often the 
color of high nobility indicating power, 
riches and fortunes. 

* White—is the color of mourning; 
said to have no life, no color; color of 
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purity, innocence and naivety; feng 
shui prefers you not to use this color. 

* Pink—is healing; represents love 
and romance; a very soothing color; 
raises vibrations so it is a very healthy 
color to have around you; represents 
joy, happiness and especially ro- 
mance. 

*  Multicolored—represents the 
union of all the colors in the spectrum 
and each color will impart its special 
nature; make sure that multicolored 
decorations are always used on green 
Christmas trees as the green balances 
whole system and brings order and 
harmony. 

While red may be the most associat- 
ed color to Christmas, feng shui advis- 
es to use plenty of green to tone and 
balance the red fire energy 

Pine green is said to be a cooling 
color. The use of plants can cool the 
atmosphere and bring peace and good 
feelings. “Green also absorbs the fire 
energy created by [Christmas] lights 
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Be in the middle of the action. 
The Metropolitan condominium is the first residential and sports resort in one. From the athletic 
club to the malls, leisure areas and Makati CBD, you're set to live on-the-go. Experience Skyloft 
living the Metropolitan style with impeccably-designed living areas overlooking the best side 
of Makati. Be where the action is all around you. Be at the Metropolitan. 


For inquiries, call: 8182330 or 8905714 
Email us at sales@philtown.net 
Visit our website at www.philtown.net 
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Phiitown Properties 


as well as the warmth generated” by 
crowds. 


Adding good luck 

Meanwhile, to add good luck to your 
homes, feng shui likewise recom- 
mends the use of angels and cherubs. 

Burning candles is also advised to 
purify all energy centers. The closer 
one is to the fire, the higher the bene- 
fits for his or her energy field. Howev- 
er, feng shui advises to avoid burning 
candles in the east. 
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Building Masterpieces. 


"7 Visit our weekend open house this whole month of November! Get in the middle of the action. ip 
with a special triathlon clinic by Ige Lopez on November 24 from 8am until 12nn! - 


‘The Metrypolitan Glub will be ready for use by February 2003] 
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Essential oils in a candle or electric 
diffuser may also be used to keep the 
air fresh and the energy levels bal- 
anced. Pine, eucalyptus, ilang-ilang 
and neroli are among the recommend- 
edoils. 

Lastly, feng shui reminds us to be al 
ways creative in decorating our homes 
and open to change. Happy decorat- 
ing! 

(Sources: http://fengshui-about.com 
and _ http://wwiw-valentine.gr/feng- 
shui_Christmas1_en.htm) 


Philtown: 
Building 
Masterpieces 


Man's need for shelter has evolved from 
concrete caves, to sturdy huts, to comfortable 
houses, and, finally, to the more sophisticat- 
ed high-rise, modern condominiums. Even 
his sense for the aesthetics has become rich- 
er, and his needs, more complex. Scoliosis 

Atthis day and age, with work being whatit 
is, what itie time you have left for yourself is 
often spent running errands, or braving traffic 
to get to where you have to go. So where 
does home fit in? Depending on your prefer- 
ences, you can either favor breaking away 
from the hustle and bustle of the city by nest- 
ing in a homey environment, or you can live it 
upin a low-maintenance condo where every- 
thing and anything you need is within reach. 
‘You might even want paradise in the middle of 
the city, enjoying the lush scenery without 
sacrificing the conveniences of urban living. 

Whatever tickles your fancy, Phitown 
Properties has foreseen it, catered to it, and 
improved on the idea in ways that can only be 
described as masterful. 

‘Among their premier projects are One 
Mckinley Place, the classy Fairways Tower, 
and the stylish, The Metropolitan and student 
friendly W.H. Taft Residences. 

“The Metropolitan, a relatively new deluxe 
residential project, is part of a distinct, selt- 
contained and complete community where 
everything you need is within walking dis- 
tance. Need a book? Want to watch a movie? 
Feel like sweating it out in the country club? 
“The Metropolitan makes all these available. 

What's more is that it allows its tenants or 
members free and complete access to what 
is foreseen as the country's foremost athletic 
club, Metropolitan Athletic Ciub (MAC). This 
sports complex boasts of a full range of 
‘sports and recreational facilties. 

‘Soaring High with Metropolitan Sky Lofts 

‘Among the many perks of The Metropoli- 
tan are the Sky Lofts. Housed within the cut- 
ting edge architectural magnum opus of 
renowned designers Recio and Casas, The 
Metropolitan Sky Lofts is considered the best 
in its class owing to the units’ magnificent 
view of Makat's breathtaking skyline. 

Each unit is given two floors ranging from 
100 to 200 square meters. With two or three 
bedrooms, the fantastic view, and your own 
imagination, you, too, can live at the very tips 
ofthe rabbites white furs. 

Think about it: above you, the clear, blue 
sky, and right below, the busy city. Surround- 
ed by full lass windows on three sides, you 
‘can truly connect to the creation without leav- 
ing your home. What more can you ask for? 
With Sky Lofts, youere living in a plane that 
can only be described as surreal. 

The tallest tower in the block, The 
Metropolitan features one hundred five Sky 
Loft units, twenty-eight of which have three- 
side corners, with twenty-foot,fullview glass 
windows on each side, giving you a sense of 
being surrounded by the sky. 

‘The Metropolitan gives you more room for 
creativity by keeping the rules loose. With the 
aid of one of the Philippinese top designer, 
Ed Calma, your Sky Loft unitcan be whatever 
you want it to be. Its bareness serves as a 
canvas. He expounds: ‘The over-riding 
thread in the bare design is the severity of 
lines, the starkness of the walls giving the ilu- 
slon of bigger space. And this space is hover- 
ing above everything else, giving an inoredi- 
ble feeling of being on top!" 

Indeed, the magnificent view from this 
vantage point unifies the interior and exterior 
Into one expansive natural space. In the de- 
signer's words, "you got openness, the expe- 


Interested? 
Contact 
Philtown at their 
Philippine office 
at 818-2330 or 
890-5714. And 
you can also 
‘send inquiries 
at 0917- 
8596539 or 
email 
sales@phitown.net. 
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Rock and road 


Use your Visa card to win 10 trips for 2 
to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 


two roundtrip air tickets, Olympic Games tickets, hotel accommodation and transfers for 


Simply register a minimum P1,000 single receipt Visa purchase for a chance to win 
a 3D/2N stay in Beijing. You can also win limited edition Visa Olympic Games Memorabilia. W 
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Aa Ta 
For details, text VISA to 325 for Smart and Talk 'N Text, 2361 for Globe and TM, or log on Wi Ss 
to www.visasupporters.com one 
Bsiz WORLDWIDE 


Promotion runs irom November 5,2007 to January 3, 2008. Terms and conditions apply- 
Per DTENCR Permit No. 5708, Series of 2007. Sen yers for more Information.” QRO PARTNER 


to watch their car disapplear in- 
to my street's darkness from the 
living room window. 

My cousin’s one that 
street, so I still get to visit it. But 
it no longer feels like mine. I 
‘was sad for a while, until I real- 
ized that saying goodbye to one 
street meant saying hello to 
many others. 

Since the time we drové away 
from my old house with the last 
of my junk, so many other 
streets have welcomed me and 
have offered me great adven- 
tures—and no dirty half-naked 
toddlers. Streets I didn't know 
existed, streets that now hold. 
the most insane of memories. | 
There is no time left for mourn- 
ing the loss of one street, not 
when I have countless more to 
conquer. 


si, Text and photos by Pam Pastor 


I (Antipolo Street, Manila) 


ELLING OUR OLD 
house meant so 
much more than just 
È saying goodbye to the place 
| that witnessed my growth 
as a person—from pesky 
t little bookworm to crazy 

|. singing/writing freak. 
f It meant having to let go of 
1 the street I've called mine for so 
Í, many years, the street I found 
canyon for granted because 
“ I thought it would be a constant 

F omyle. 

There wasn't much to love 
about that street, at least not at 
first glance. It used to get flood- 


ed, unbelievably flooded. It was 
messy, with dirty half-naked 
toddlers running around and 
jeepneys that have no concept 
‘of proper parking. 

Some mornings you'd wake 
up to news that a neighbor had 
stabbed another neighbor. 
Some mornings you'd hear 
screaming. But the truth is, I 
loved that street. My grandpa 
grew up there. My dad grew up 
there. I treasured the few times T 
was allowed outside, to play 


street hockey and volleyball. I 
remember being chased down 
that road by my grandpa who 
wanted to put medicine on my 
bleeding wounds. I have fond 
memories of walking home with 
a huge group of friends—my 
house was one of our hideouts 
whenever we'd cut class at the 
university. 

That street used to help me 
figure out if I really liked who I 
was ` dating—if, after they 
dropped me off, I felt compelled 


Street stalkers = 


Textand photos 
by Katrina A. Holigores 


Take a stroll with The Super Crew 
and trip out on their road works 


MSEE 


single breath—which was just 
as quickly taken away by what I 
saw. It was as if the skies were 
smoldering, rich with the colors 
of rising flames and framed 
against thick white smoke. 

For the next ten minutes all 
we could do was watch in silent 
awe as the sun slowly waded 
through the clouds as if coming 
out of a rich foamy bath. Once 
sunlight streamed in from all di- 
rections, the glamour of the sur- 
roundings disappeared and the 
road was revealed as nothing ex- 
traordinary, just a means to get 
from one end to the other and so 
we continued on our journey. 

I look back on that trip as a 
turning point in my life. Soon 
after, my career shifted gears 
and I found a detour out of Mr. 
Dead End. Funny, all this from 
an unremarkable road with an 
unforgettable view. 


The plan was to cover the flo- 
ral festival known as Panagben- 
ga, but before that, indie-hero 
intimated, he wanted to show 
mea road he had discovered. 

It looked deserted and aban- 
doned at ungodly hours but 
was traffic jammed and virtual- 
ly impassable as soon as the sun 
came up. 

“You have to see it right before 
the sun rises, it's magnificent.” 

Having been nursed on Na- 
tional Geographic fodder, I held 
my breath and kept my cyni- 
cism inside my camera bag. 

Four, five, six hours passed 
and I was amazed that the 
darkness did not intimidate our 
driver as I couldn't even make 
outa single street sign. 

Tewas an endless black snake 
of asphalt, but eventually we 
came” to a` clearing and all 
traces of sleepiness left me in a 


(Mystery road, Baguio) 
TWAS ALMOST LIKE A RITE 
of passage. An escapade up 

north that started in the dead 
ofnight. 

The end point was Baguio, 
one day before the end of 
February three years ago. My 
professional career had hit a 
speed bump and I was dating a 
guy who could best be de- 
scribed as a dead end. 

Going nowhere it seemed, I 
was then asked by an indie- 
hero to come along to shoot a 
“roadtrip” travel show. The in- 
vitation was like a kiss from an 
angel, and at a red-eyed hour 

* we set off for the NLEX and up, 

-up'and away we drove to the 

City of Pines. 


By Juana R. Manahan 


(Various streets, Euro! 


how you really get a full appreciay 
Sometimes I wish I was diligent enou; 
the little street corners that are just pret| 


THIS is a photo of me taking a shopping br: 
Monasteraki in Athens. For some reason | j 
very at home in Greece, although it was myl 
time there. As a kid my bedtime stories wer 
from Greek mythology, so being in the piac| 
all these stories were set was almost living 
hood imagination. 

‘The weather, good food and great shopp| 
added bonuses. The streets of Athens are vi 
myths, legends and history played out, wh 
haps why I felt itto be almost magical at ev 
‘Though the city has changed a lot since ang 
times, the stones and structures that remai 
streets have stories to tell 


to remind them of the transience 
of the world. Canang, as they are 
called, are composed of flowers, 
food, incense and other things 
that, as the hours pass and the 
tourists walk the streets, the of- 
fering just wastes away, if not 
trampled first. They do this every 
moming—fresh flowers, fresh 
food, a full stick of incense and by 
the end of the day, it’s gone. Out 
in the sun, exposed to the heat, 


it By Wanggo Gallaga 
Photos by Wanggo Gallaga 
È and Amanda Lapus 


that nothing is permanent. They 
do this everyday and they put out 
these reminders on the streets. 

1 find that whole concept so 
apt. If there's one place that you 
will leam the lesson of tran- 
sience, it would be in the streets. 
There is nothing permanent 
there. There's too much motion, 
too much activity. To work hard 
on something and make it so 
beautiful and then to just leave it 


(Kuta, Bali, Indonesia) 


RT IS NOT TO BE 
taught in Academies. 
It is what one looks 
at, not what one listens to, 
that makes the artist. The 


‘Text and photos by James Gabrillo Along with the new sneakers came 

the expectation that with this pair I 
would be able to sprint faster, have 
better adventures, more fun. 


But other people didn't perceive my 


ous that it would soo] 
on-one match with 
out—the captain of 
tyteam. 

He was a brutish t 


(Greenhills, San Juan) 


HEN I WAS A KID, I 


real school should be the 
streets.”’—Oscar Wilde 

The Balinese leave offerings 
on the street, at the entrance of 
their homes and shops, as a way 


dust and wind and sometimes 
the occasional passing foot, the 
gift is never what it was earlier 
that day. It is to remind the Bali- 
nese that everything is transient, 


% 


to the mercy of the environment 
and other people is a true submis- 
sion to a higher truth—that noth- 
ingin this world really ever really 
stays in one place for too long. 


was obsessed with 
shoes. 

To cut myself some slack, my shoe 
thing wasn’t as bad as some crazy ma- 
niac. But getting a new pair of sneak- 
ers was so stimulating to me, so excit- 
ing, that could barely contain myself. 

‘As soon as we got home from the 
mall, Pd go inside the bathroom, lock 
the door, and spend a load of time just 
examining the unscratched, smooth 
soles. Iwas like a connoisseur tingling 
like mad. 

T guess I was so into it because of 
the tactile part: I loved the rubber, the 
feel of it. Why, I don't know, but I may 
have been learning how to use my 
sense of touch, the way we learn what 
we like to eat by tasting different 
kinds of food. 


sneakers the way I did. 

I vividly remember one time when I 
was in Grade 5. I was quiedy waiting 
for the school bus to arrive when a fa- 
miliar face approached me and asked 
ifI wanted to play football with him in 
the narrow street right outside 
school. I said yes, completely oblivi- 


surprised at how wel 
in the honors class 


thought he should h| 
we began playing th 
my special Adidas s 


my freak and geek 
only a good player 
sneakers. 

In response to 
compliment, 1 said] 
nakita yung sneakers) 

He simply looked 
nuts. 
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be \ 
Even the most obscure hazards 
deserve the dignity of a traffic sign 


ORE OFTEN THAN NO 
igns have a 
peaking for them: 
A clearly marked arrow here, a 
caricatured creature xed out 
there, and you're directional 
dilemmas are solved, even with- 
out the hassle-free wonders of a 
GPS system. ‘ling roundabouts of Bud 
Of course, this-is the dusty ou 
cruising the highways of your native you'll soon r 
country (or at least in one thats 
ing 
in middle of Nowhere 
i—in the cacophonous thorough- 
of Kazakhstan, in the mind-bog- 


uch signs from a driver's 


ow-defunct Colors 


is used on a daily basis to build the su 
perhighways of A or why 
TOP!” (or “ARRET?” in Quel 


The book also introduces a few pro- 
fessionals for whom signs (and the 
road) are a fundamental 

lives. Thei 

rects_ traffic 

Bangko 

ho is constructing underground 
tunnels for the Cairo subway system; 
or Bangladeshi immigrant Abdul 


Text and photos by Tals Diaz 
(Various streets, South America) 
] ONCE READ THAT THE MIND IS A 


f that is so, then the imagina- 
tion is all the streets. 
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Samad, who wipes windshields 
cosmopolitan intersections of Rome 
Whether or not they're representa 
tive of the cultures they come from, 
signs are always interesting to look at, 
or even study in the context of product 


may not be a profound, 
ead, but the book will defi- 
e you think of your everyday, 


LUXURY VACATION CONDO 
FOR RENT & FOR SALE 
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NICE SUBD. CONDO 
NICE INTERIOR DESIGN 
FULLY FURNISHED 
FAMILY CONDO STYLE 
CALL OWNER : 08272171443 


the way theyare. 

WHERE the wild boars are: A little 
store in San Geminiano near Flo- 
rence where they served wild 
boar sausage ... and had dis- 
plays of boar heads. 

‘The town has one main street 
that leads into it, and is full of in- 
teresting little places. 


THIS is my sister in front of a 
recycled plastic project on the § 
island of Murano. Itis inter- | 
esting how many cities and_| | 
towns devote public spaces to 


turn into a one- 
JI later found 
pur bateh’s varsi- $ 


-tlowand he was 
| 1 played was 
despite all the 
sneakers—and 
hented me, “Hin- 
ka.pala kagal- 


ly his surprise. I 
Avenoted before 
at I was wearing 


dto him, despite 
reputation, that 
[vould have such 


his- baekhanded 
| “Hindi mo ba 
lko” 

at me like I was 
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(street) to couture. The stu- 
WELVEYEAR-OLD HOLLIS = Mallrats with one-digit ages dio’s work is everywhere 
Myers lives in the Appa- are out there looking like —proof of the power of high 
dachian Mountains near thugs. Instead of knives, they style street goods in stirring the 

Asheville, North Carolina. On the Zot PSPs on their pockets, x consumer. 

last Spring Break, he asked his sisting the development of the q F 

mom for a rewanl for being on illO mali into a port of street-in- ‘Tambay’ trends 

the honor roll for three straight spired tailoring. Companies like Nike have 

semesters—a thousand-mile traction to exclusivity, an effort Our entire way of life is hopped on the bohas; 

journey to New York. to shun fromhomogeneity tuned in on the ghetto act. commissioning artists „ like 

But unlike other tourists rar- Obviously, Hollis cannot be Multi-disciplinary graphic de- oan iee, = ere Theo- 
ing to see the usual spots, Hol- directly compared to these sign studio Team Manila has ™% and Team Ho ass ee 
lis wanted only one thing—to couture-obsessed consumers, capitalized on silhouettes of particular groups familiar to 
shop at the Tokyo-based street but his worldview on clothes is street iconography, integrating the modes of the street—to 
wear store A Bathing Ape similar to theirs. Pinoy pictures and figures toa create advertising campaigns PROUD TO BEAHOOD- LUM? Has the subculture reached its 

(BAPE) for sweatshirts and high-quality lifestyle made up generating billboards splashed 2 

sneakers. Blame the bling of clothing and accessories, un- with the whole graffiti, hip- 

Hollis reminds me of loaded Stroll in the mall and every consciously elevating kanto hop, and ghetto aesthetics. ty cool, a sort of MoMA-fied on the street anyway? 
clients who travel across fourth person you see is wear- - Erorr ea! Bees Salbakuta. 

oceans to acquire Dior couture ing a hoody. They're armed not poas 

pieces in Paris, the only place cate wits oasiak beck? ee ee ire Misra mibr 1 

where the garments can be packs but also with baseball E D ee ae nee eek 

bought. At such a young age, caps, skateboards, heavy Di bia. = et aan peet poms Sana newt: cee oe ee 
there is already an alarming at- chains, and patentleather | h tte ae er en ee ee ee 
sion has drifted towards the signofmaturity?Orisitplainly ance of rap—these. are 
trend aswell. Jim Libiran’sfilm just selling out? inklings of a future built on 
“Tribu” literally gave voice to As the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ gui- pretty chaos. 
the growing boys of the al- tarist Nick Zinner putsit, “Hype More than anything else, cit 
most-gaudy gangland of Ton- is the new medium.” But it is izens of the street culture 
do. The movie was awarded unfair to be cruel. This particu- should guard their integri 
Best Film in this year's Cine- lar subculture is borne out of an placing their unique way of life 
malaya Film Festival, ethereal process that can't be over commercial opportuni- 
Libiran went on to travel judged on the fly. The street, ties. They should do so, before 
around the country, bringing ‘however, has always been the they reach a point where they'd 
with him the gangstas and venueofstatementsofpersonal have to suffer the conse- 
their melodic raps, showing intent. It’s the exact same thing quences of a period where 
the middle class the true core with branding—you have gotto there is rejection of anything 
FASHION’S SPLASH AND of our country's culture. Fora be true to yourself or else. that’s exclusive, where the ma-, 
‘THE STREET IS STYLIZED. A Bathing Ape is painting thestreets of BANG. Pharrell Williams hopsin while, rap became social-reali- But who's to say what's legit _jority’s too cool to be cool. 
Tokyo, NY and London with its signature ‘stig. 


At its core, the street cul- 
ture has become a refuge for 
today’s creative set. Speeding 
across income lines, it’s been 
uniting people everywhere. 
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Photos by Patrick Martirez 


HEN COMMERCIALIZED, 
fast-food-style coffee was intro- 
duced to the Philippines a few 
{rears ago, the Filipinos took to it well. 
P Unlike its role in the US asa hub for Americans 
feelers stops for a cup of coffee, it has be- 
me just the opposite here. These coffee to-go 
places have tumed into actual gimmick spots 
that sometimes have you standing around wait- 
{ngto find aseat. 
Inevitably, several 
‘popped up at every 
‘comer 


{when you come into 
fone of these pl 

E 
‘generic mindless spiel 
of “Good ` evening 
Maam, Six” by the 
doorman even if you 
are going in alone, re: 


‘wish to yourself if on- 
Jy you had your own 
Version of Central 
Perk Somewhere you 
tan ‘have coffee all 
day and not feel like 
you're in McDonalds, 
seated in comfortable 
‘couches instead of 
Jopsided steel chairs. į 

À A place where you 
‘an order from a perè 
son, and not one 
‘who's a robot with a 
facade of a person, 
that actually answers 
Your questions about 
What they serve be- 
cause they really 
know the answers. 


Tasteful 

Bona. Coffee, 
‘quaint little café with 
a bohemian, antique 
Setup just around the 
comer on Eli 
Street in Parañaque is 
definitely a class in its 
own. Put up by Luis 
and Candace Gonza; 
Jez, a couple hot only 
well-traveled but are 
an obvious rare-breed, 
of artistic en: 
‘twepreneurs, the Bona 
Coffee was welk 
thought of and is ex: 
‘actly what a coffee 
shop is supposed to 
be. 


._,fgrBona Coffee has a 
“tasteful feel right 
when you enter the 
door with its funky 
furry orange love 
seats to contrast the 
black leather couches. 
Your coffee and food 
Will be served on an 
antique glass-covered 
‘carved table from Int 
dia, an entire wall has 
a golden Buddha 
painted on it, an an- 
tique wallto-ceiling 
mirror, and to top it 
off—an old fashioned 
oven where they actu! 
ally bake the days 
goodies! 
Homebrewed 
All their coffee 
blends are from 
home grown coffee 
beans native to thé 


[redt promoter of 
Healthy food. Amaz? 
all their 
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still enjoy the moist, rich, chocolaty experi- 
ence without having to suffer the calories. 
Bona Coffee is proud of this too! Comparative 
charts can be found all over the place—makes 
you think twice when you go visit another 
‘commercialized fast food-style coffee place. 


Satisfied buds 
The food and drink rosters so unique that they 
don't have a best seller. Each type of coffee blend, 
muffin, sandwich, or smoothie satisfies all sorts of 
taste buds. How can one have a best seller when 
all that’s served is as equally good as the other? 
Unlike most Wi-Fi ready facilities, Bona Coffee 


has free Wi-Fi access all day everyday. The only 
condition is a purchase of any amount and they 
give you their password for the day. Perfect for 
people who would like to take a break from the 
office and need a different environment to work 
in. Not to mention the coffee shop student who 
likes to absorb law or medical books in cafes. 
‘Ask Christian! He is a barista who knows his 


stuff. Ask him about anything Bona Coffee; 


serves and he has a lot to answer. Bona Cof- 
fee's articulate and knowledgeable baristas 
are also something unique to this place. They 
‘Rot only give dignity to a job that requires tal 
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see 


ORDER of the day 


ent and hard work, they come in handy After haying too much of the same coffee ment 


when it’s your first time here, going gaga 
trying to decide what to order. 7 i "E r 

Gust so you know how hard these guys MMA] OVGE-DPZGM, often stale, pastries and Danishes, 
work, Bona Coffee Baristas come in early 


everyday to stare baking the days bach ye GRAN for Something different 


preparation for their 7 a.m. opening. 


Liquor unbanned 

They have liquor! Probably the only 
place I know that serves affordable Irish 
coffee, this joint sells gourmet beer, too! Ki- 
wiis what Christian recommends. 

Bona Coffee Company gives back. Aside 
from a percentage of their proceeds being 
donated to Lifeline Foundation Support 
Team Inc., food that are still fresh by the 
end of the day are also donated. 

So come on! This coffee shop is a great 
find. If you live too far up North or too 
down South from BF Homes, Parafiaque, 
make the road trip because it's well worth 
it. You don't only get a break from the 
generic; anything you order is a guaranteed 
experience, it's only a matter of finding out 
what your taste buds respond well to. So 
what are you waiting for, start exploring. 


Visit at www. bonacoffeecompany.com 


A Treasure : 


Taking a break between shooting scenes for the new film at Universal Studios, 
Nicolas Cage talks to Super about returning for a second go-round as Ben 
Gates in ‘National Treasure: Book of Secrets, and explains why he tries to 
keep audiences and critics guessing 


By Robert Lee Zamora to the spectacle this time do the film, but 1 would see 
around, The set pieces are gor- him around town and he was 
WAS MAKING A SEQUEL TO Ù geous. The Black Hills in South always a very nice man and 
the first National Treasure an K Dakota, that’s a really amazing easy to talk to. 
easy sell for you? | visual experience, and weshot As far as your work goes, |l 
T didn't have any expecta- 4. % there, on Mount Rushmore. does making abig action film HẸHOLDSa torch... 
tions for the first film and T was Washington photographs well differ from doing a small, art- 
somewhat surprised, happily each and everytime Iseeitina house film? confident if it was not Jerry tors when they get competitive 
surprised, that it caught on the movie and this isn't an excep- A big difference on a film producing. Somehow you and start to worry about being 
way it did and, yeah, I was very he's) sse | tion. There are great shots ofus such as National Treasure is know with Jerry that the work upstaged and who's going to 
pleased to have a chance to play NICK (un)caged in front of the White House. that you will sometimes get will get done and it will be sat- look at them, who gets the last 
such a positive character again. We're also going to be in Lon- new pages of dialogue on the isfying and entertain people. word. To me that's when acting 
When I read the first script I Whattheywantedtodoonthis don shortly and Buckingham day you're actually filming How doyoufeelabouthav- becomes kind of adolescent and 
thought it was a fresh con- one was to top that somehow. Palace plays into it, and then them. The writers sort of re- ing Helen Mirren play your makes me not want to be an ac- 
cept—here’s this man who's re- 'mnotsure how muchIshould we're in Paris. So it’s big. spond to what's already been mother? tor, so I try to do everything I 
ally interested in history and is give away about this, but the This is the fifth time you shot and how it’s working out I first saw her in a movie can to not be that way. 
a bit of a square, but also is an concept in Book of Secrets is have worked with Jerry andIthinkit keeps things very called “Excalibur” years ago You're obviously comfort- 
archeological detective of sorts, basically, how do you kidnap Bruckheimer, What’s the se- fresh and spontaneous but at and I loved her in that. And I able in many different film 
a treasure hunter and even a the President of the United cretofyourworking relation the same time it’s always a bit could see where she could be genres, from romances to ac- 
glorified criminal, but who isn't States? [Laughs]. Which even ship? ofa high-wire act. my mother because we havea tion to serious drama. Do you 
violent in any way. There are thinking about that when they Jerry is someone I kind of And you like that? Similar aquiline nose and long think that has helped or hin- 
worse things to do than stimu- told me, I was like, okay, I give came up with. I remember au- Yeah, there's a level of face. I remember with Jon dered your career? 
late young people to look in up, how am I possibly going to ditioning for him for a movie adrenaline to it that gives me Voight on the first film, I said, Ies clear to me that Tve suc- 
their history books and I also do that? I also think we've called “Thief of Hearts,” which an edge that I enjoy, though I Look I don’t care who you cast cessfully pissed everybody off! 
thought that he was a character upped the ante with the histor- is such a long time ago. I didn’t don't know if I would feel very to play my father aslong ashe’s Tve pissed off the fans of “Leav- 
could grow with. ical concept of this one because the greatest actor in the world. ing Las Vegas" and I've pissed off 
How so? the story revolves around the When Jon’s on, there is no one the fans of “National Treasure,” 
I always try to find a way to assassination of Abraham Lin- any better, And the same for because I keep doing a little bit 
play characters that are some- coln and some missing pages my mother. I said, I don’t care of everything and inevitably ev- 
how synchronized with my from the diary of John Wilkes who you cast as long as she's erybody gets upset at some 
own life and whatever! may or Booth [President Lincoln's as- the greatest actress in -the point. But I'm not interested in a 
may not be going through so I sassin]. Those missing pages world, And the same thing career based on one kind of 
can play them honestly. 1 fig- area historical fact and there is with Helen: when. she's on, movie. I'm the kind of person 
ured this character of Ben- still a lot of speculation about there is no one any better. ‘who needs to keep a sense of ad- 
jamin Gates could grow just by that fateful night that Lincoln Between Helen Mirren, venture and exploration going 
virtue of the fact that there was was shot at the theater and Jon Voight, Ed Harris and and it doesn’t mean it's always 
some depth to him in the first who was involved and what Harvey Keitel, you have a going to work, but it is going to 
place and that I have changed they might have been looking pretty talented ensemble on keep me interested, and that’s 
so much in the three years for. So it makes for a wonderful this film. Do you ever worry my main goal. I'm not sure peo- 
since [made the first movie. and exciting and really inter- they will steal all your ple always get it, but I'm gen- 
In the first film, Ben Gates esting tale. There's a nice, com- scenes? tuinely interested in punk rock, 
had to steal one of America’s plicated weave to the story. [Laughs] The more you en- rebellious, avant-garde films 
great historical treasures. How about the action in courage someone to be great in and Pm genuinely interested in 
Have you upped the ante on this film? The chases and get- 4 a movie the better that movie big adventure movies. Thats 


Book of Secrets? aways in the first National will be, however it happens. how I grew up, I like both. So, 
Yeah, on the first one the bar ‘Treasure were a big part of : You know, it’s one of the more you know, l'm planning to keep 
was, how do we steal the Dec- the fun. . s 


b obnoxious things about filmac- pissing people off. 
Jaration of Independence? 1 think there’s a wow factor 
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It really good to enjoy life and be passionate in everything you dol Get 
FREE Genius Webcam for every Acer desktop preloaded with 
Genuine Windows Vista® operating system purchased from 

Sept. 15 - Nov. 30, 2007, 

What's more, each innovative Aspire desktop are equipped with the 
new Windows Vista® --- from basic computing to the most advanced 
multimedia functions, whatever you need, there is the right version of 
Windows Vista® for you! 

Hurry! Go to your favorite computer stores now! 


Painting up a Storm. 7 op 6 graffiti writer in 
Australia StormieMills draws a Trinity to 
depict the Philippine's religious roots. . 


Aspire M5600 
SRP: 39,900.00 (3,325/mo. x 12mos.) 


with Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista® Home Basic 
Powered by Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor E4400 (2.0GHz, 2M 800 FSB) 
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Technology + One (1) year warranty on parts and labor 
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‘CUISINE COVEN. Kai MASKOTS. FULLY HOOKED. Chris BOO-YEAH. Quad de la Paz 
Prieto, Rosanna Ocampo “Monique Albert and Yam and Jaime Daez and Enti Coscollu 
and Tanya Moreno Alex! Alunan 


RAMBULAN. Jon Yulo, 
Joleon Tafiada and Jason SPY-DERGIRL. 
Soong 


Erin Campos 
Ulterior Motive: 
Dynamic Duos! 
Halloween Ball 
Crime Scene: 
Embassy Club 
and Culstne 
Date of Release: a i 
October 31 À taste, a 
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Upload your photo at www.raybanrockstarph 


There is a rockstar in you. Look it, and Iive it. Be tho next Ray-Ban endorser and live the life of a 
real one. Just send us a photo f faring an authentic Ray-Ban 
‘eyewear from October 22, 2007 - 22, 2008. Five winning entries will be used for various 
Ray-Ban advertising materials fc S. e: i winner will take home Rockstar pri 
Motorola RAZR VƏ; P 20,000 
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Text us your feedback: inquirer sup name/age/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


By Juana R. Manahan 


ILIPINO CULTURE IS 

blessed to be a combination: 

of the best and the brightest 
aspects of other cultures. 
, We always find ways to liven up our 
Surroundings, no matter how small or 
large or public these spaces may be. It is 
therefore no surprise that even our 
streets are dotted with what aims to be 
“artistic” inspiration. 

Add to that, our government has desig- 
„pated an entire body, the Metropolitan 
Manila, Development Authority (MM- 
DA), to ensure our streets remain enter- 
taining. 

‘As someone who doesn't drive, I have 
time to observe the changes in our roads 
over the years. 

‘The beautiful lights on Ayala Avenue 
at Christmastime or the numerous signs 
in the street are there for my amuse- 
ment. 

Going down Edsa, one will notice the 
most artistic building on the Guadalupe 
to Makati stretch. The MMDA building 
stands out in full color, covered in a 
‘wrought iron plant formation, a crude 


cousin to Jean Nouvel’s Linstituit du 
Monde Arabe in Paris. 

I happen to think the plant creeping 
up the side of the building is the orna- 
mental weed cadena de amor, which is 
the same plant that is used to cover the 
unsightly chicken wire along the under- 
passes and tracks of the MRT. 

‘The MMDA has made a significant 
contribution to the art world by adding 
two new colors previously unseen in our 
known spectrum. MMDA pink and blue j 
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are shades of bright pink and blue that 
without a doubt were created solely for 
the use of the MMDA to draw attention. 
and to stop traffic. 

The headquarters are of course paint- 
ed in their signature colors, as well as 
tow trucks, watch posts and urinals of 
the same two colors. 

‘The designated branch of the govern- 
ment to beautify the city has earnestly 
tried to do so, It started a major cam- 
paign a few years ago with geometric 
patterns that appeared on the city’s 
clean, white and apparently very boring 
walls, 

‘The patterns appeared in small clus- 
ters of pinks, blues and greens in rather 
amusing, almost psychedelic prints. 
For some reason the patterns stayed 
small in relation to the rest of the 
walls. 


Form to Forget Function 

Arton the streets and painting on pub- 
lic motorways is common in many large 
cities. Los Angeles and Sydney have 
some of the most innovative art. 

In a community in Sydney, a mural 
made entirely using spray paint by 
graffiti artists depict how different eth- 
nic races should get along in a commu- 

ity, A heart-warming feeling from an 


otherwise vandalistic medium. 

‘The subjects on our streets, however, 
tend to be a little more family oriented 
and pastoral. 

Consider the newest additions to thé 
walls along Edsa in Makati: plaster casts 
of a family walking toward the area 
where to board public transportation 
looks quite friendly ... the child clutching 
aballoon. 

Never mind that buses don’t actually 
stop in the designated areas, at least we 
know where they are supposed to. 

There are also reminders of our Fil- 
ipino heritage, as depicted by the plaster 
cast bamboo and banana leaves, neatly 
framed. Upon close inspection, these 
casts are actually quite delicately made, 
the plants’ veins and sinews visible and 
detailed. 

Like all great art, these pieces are 
signed larger than life with the label 
MMDA METRO GWAPO to remind us 
all of who is responsible for dreaming 
up the newest installations on the 
streets, 

With all the time that they put into 
painting concrete and building chicken 
wire barriers, they have neglected to 
dedicate time to more lasting efforts such 
as cleaning up the streets, unblocking 
drainage to avoid flooding, and arresting 
reckless bus drivers. 

In an already overcrowded city, less is 
more, The art of the MMDA has a long 
way to go in its stylistic development. 
From loud pink men’s urinals, they have 
switched to Elgin marble wannabe color- 
less casts, Maybe they heard that mixed 
media was all the rage. 

Quite a shame really, as the art painted 
on the street by authorities was probably 
made to dissuade people from free form 
spray painting. 

With all the resources made available 
to the MMDA, they should perhaps come 
up with a unified style. Great art after all 
is something that epitomizes natural 
beauty. Minimalism for the streets is the 
way to go. 
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THE 
flickering, quick- 
as-an-eyeblink 

landscape of a city fa- 
mous for its perennial 
case of insomnia exists a 
hipper-than-thou space 
known for hyperfast hook 
ups and experienced 
users. An alleyway paint- 
ed with violet light leads 
to the inner sanctum. In- 
side, waiters who could 
pass off as Calvin Klein 
models serve free flowing 
bubbly to last the night, 
while a DJ dressed like 
James Bond coolly spins 


tracks from his vintage , 


vinyl collection. 

A new club on the Manhat- 
tan grid? Hardly. It's the Win- 
dows Consumer Experience 
Space at the Peter White Stu- 
dios in New York. Or the Jet- 
sons’ living room, if they ever 
moved to Chelsea. Set against 
the panoramic view of a moon- 
lit city embraced by the Hud- 
son River, rows of the latest 
sleek silver laptops are opened 
up invitingly for all to double 
click their hearts away to navi- 
gate Windows Vista. At the 
center of it all is the manifesta- 
tion of the “seamless digital 
experience,” one swanky look- 
ing room set up with a large 
flat screen showing the Win- 
dows Navigation environ- 
ment, an X Box, video games, 
and a keyboard atop a glass 
table. Oh, and a fluffy white 
couch. 


E-volution 

See, something big—mas- 
sive—happehed to life in the 
past decade thanks to the 
World Wide Web. Gone are the 
days of fear and downloading, 
when computers and anything 
tech-related were reserved 
solely for hardcore geeks. The 
next gen is digitally savvy; 
they know all about the seam- 
less integration of the digital 
experience into one's lifestyle. 
And that is unfailingly hip. 
Even everyday language has e- 
volved: one can be googling 
and superpoking on a Satur- 
day night and neither activity 
is of the virus-contracting 
kind. ROTFL! 

A man walks up and in be- 
tween sips of Moët, he asks if 
he could show off his favorite 
new toy. He is Stephen 
Birkhold, Microsoft group 
marketing manager. He whips 
out his mobile phone and re- 
veals the Windows Live Search 
application, which showed the 
familiar NYC gridlines. “This 
will help you find any place in 
New York,” he says. The name 
of a club in an undisclosed lo- 
cation is given out. Stephen 
typesiit out and voila, there ap- 
pears not just directions, but 
the actual jocation on the map, 
which you could navigate even 
further. Awesome. 
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A few meters away, there isa 
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WELL CONNECTED. Windows Senior Product Manager Dave Block 
reveals the saeamless experience 


display of the latest gadgets 
that would make any techno- 
sexual salivate. Top of the line 
digital cameras, video 
recorders, routers, and wire- 
less printers, all devices that 
have passed Certified for Win- 
dows Vista testing, needing no 
drivers to connect to your PC. 
A personal favorite is the Sam- 
sung SPF-72V digital photo 
frame that flashes and shuffles 
pictures directly from your 
Flickr photo album. “The lap- 
top has become the new shoe- 
box. You have all these photos 
in store and no one gets to see 
them,” says Stephen. 

On that cue, he opens Win- 
dows Live Photo Gallery on the 
big screen set up at the swanky 
living room area. The Photo 
Gallery not only organizes 
photos, it allows you to zoom 
in, crop, and adjust colors and 
upload to your personal Win- 
dows Live Space account, 
which acts as holding space for 
images. You can even embed 
these enhanced photographs 


Í with Photo Email. That means 
f no more hassle of download- 


ing photos, as they appear on 
the email body. Hmm ... you 
do get a lot more things done 
with a shortcut. 

‘And those shortcuts are 
what set the Vista operating 
system apart. “It’s like cutting 
the middleman between the 
PC and the Net,” adds 
Stephen. Even when you're on- 
line, you're still navigating a 
‘Windows environment. “That 
makes for a greater user expe- 
rience.” 

Greater user experience. 
Years ago that would've sound- 
ed really funny, but today, it 
makes perfect sense. And 
that’s really what it's about, 
isn't it? Digital systems en- 
hancing life, and not limiting 
it. Not being prisoners of our 
own device. La Dolce Vista. 
‘The password is out. 


Special thanks to ZS Bernar- 
do of Perceptions, Ali Koper of 
Waggener Edstrom and Igan 
d'Bayan. 
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Å By Janine Cuenca-Dario 


and Stef Juan 


SUPER RADAR 


Today, ENPEMIENCE making one-of-a-kind 
jewelry at the Advanced Beaded Art Jowetry 
Besign workshop and g 
awaken the artist in you at RA nde i Wis 
the Danz Hub Workshop eta, & 
Studio, Libertad Street, ay a? 
Mandaluyong. Learn how to 
make beaded sculptured 
brooches and their various 
applications such as ban- 
gles, multi-link brooch in- 
spired neckpiece, satin cord AE 
knotting and alot more.For g 
beginners, you can attend 
the beginner's workshop on 
Nov. 24, Call Business Fundynamics at 717- 
3014 or text (0919) 401-1308. 


fe 


{GEE positively shim- 
mering this holiday sea- 
son with Precious Light, 
the Lancome 2097 lett 
ay Collection. As Lan- 
côme's gift to you this 
season, all items will be 
15 percent off (with a 
minimum purchase) un- 
til this Monday, Nov. 19, 
plus 30 percent off on 
selected items, along 
with special freebies for 
every minimum pur- 
chase. This treat only 
comes once a year, $0, 

$ ladies, time to stock up 

on beauty finds from the 
's top beauty brand. On sale at Rus- 
tan’s branches in Makati, Shangri-La Plaza, 
Alabang Town Center and Gateway, and at 
Marionnaud, Mall of Asia. 


1 ANCOME 


TASTE the wonderful flavors of Italian cuisine at Tesea, the new fine 
dining restaurant of Dusit Hotel Nikko [EDSA corner Pasay Road, Ay- 
ala Center, Makati]. Over lunch with internationally acclaimed Fil- 
ipino-American novelist Jessica Hagedorn (who is in town for the 
staging of her play Dogeaters at the Romulo Theater, RCBC Plaza, 
Makati from Nov. 16 to Dec. 2), 24/7 discovered this treasure trove 
that took us to the old world with veal and spinach tortelli with porcini 
mushroom sauce, pan roasted red snapper fillet with saffron sauce, 
grilled lamb chops with red wine reduction, and hot chocolate cake 
with pistachio ice cream, all painstakingly prepared by Italian Chef 
Alessio Loddo. We would recommend the wine from their award- 
winning list and executive lunch priced at P650 (inclusive of an an- 
tipasto buffet and your choice of main course and dessert). With 
great food, attentive service and relaxed ambiance, in a chic and ele- 
gant setting, this is no doubt our restaurant of the moment. Call 867- 
3333 extension 3919 and 3310. 


LOO and gaze with awe at the photographs 
and photographic essays of the country's fore- 
most photojournalists Joe Ga- 
bor, Romy Vitug, Mario Co, Sil- 
verio Enriquez and Ed Santiago 
in"S Photographers (Part 31: A 
‘Tribute te 5 Pioneering Mas- 
tors of Photojournalism’ at the 
Silver Lens Gallery{2320 Pa- 
song Tamo Ext., Yupangco 
Bldg. 2, Makati] from Nov. 22 to 
Dec. 20. The chosen works in 
this exhibit, curated by Jose En- 
rique Soriano, shall be the best 
‘ones produced during the 70s, 
a critical time in Philippine Pho- 
tojournalism, when photography was in its 
nascent state as a form of art. Call 816-0044. 
SUPER/EA 


How far can your 
AIG Credit Card take you? 


_ 


? Celebrate the holidays 
-& and enjoy special treats 
when you use your AIG Credit Card. 


Burgoo Kebabs 


For a minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
or higher value 


Grilled Chicken 
Limone 
For a minimum order 


of any entree with the same 
or higher volue 


Valid until December 31, 2007 
Par DTANCR Porma Na 2015, Sete 207 


aA ALANS CEA 


PARA 


Get freebies and 


A'YO SA WESTERN 


MA EIS 
GOLD CARD! 


ounts, pag present pa lang 


at kada transaction sa Western Union Gold Card. 


May 2 ways to get more gifts from your Western Union Gold Card! 
4. With every transaction using your Western Union Gold Card get coupons that entitle vou to gifts and discounts. 


Xtreme PhP 600 diacount on any Xe jie Sing main mie 
Magic Sing | unitinany participating Xtreme Magic Sing dealer outlets. 
PhP 300 discount on any Xtrame Magic Sing dust mic unit 
in any participating Xtreme Magic Sing desler outers. 
PhP 300 discount on any Xtreme Magic Sing song chip 
in any participating Xtreme Magic Sing dealer outlets. 


Froe Xtrome Magio Sing Tshirt for avery purchase of 
‘Magic Sing mein mic ond song chip/duat mic fin 
id redemption cantare) 


OFFERS 


Free 1 pe. Sandwich Bread 400g for a minimum single 
receipt worth P260.00 


“Special Holiday Saio Set” for4 persons for Western 
Union Goid cord holders (total savings of P30.00) 


20% discount on maximum of three (3) reguler Rigel 
| youcan nekate (not valid from December 20- January 2) 


Fros 5 aR Kodak Digital Print for every 25 3R Kodak Dial 
Prints ordered in any participating Kodak Express storos. 
~ Froe one Kadak Picture Kiosk print for every 104R Kodak 
| Pietura Kiosk printa in any participating Kociak Express stores. 
50 OFF for every purchase of Kodak Uitra Compact 
'@ Sporte Single Use Camara in any 
jak Express storos 2 
- 10% discount on cash purchase of Kodak Easyshare V sarios. 
Z sarias and M sarios avaiiabioin Silcon Valay/ Camarahous) 


10% Discount on Banquet Packages 
120% Diacount on use of Swimming Poot 


‘David's Salon 


10% discount on al roguier priced Crissa products 
valled in ony participating Criesa boutiques 


Promo duration is from October 1 to December 31, 2007. 
[AVAILABLE MN SELECTED PARTICIPATING AGENT LOCATIONS 


2. Just present your Western Union Gold Gard and get gifts and discounts . 


Goldilocks | 5% discount on greeting cakes 


Air Philippines | For Website or Texteite Bookings: 7% Discount 


on published fares 


DHL | $5 discount for every DHL transaction (except 
for Jumbo box, Jumbo Jr. box and Express 


Pallet) 


FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER 


QEM 


Kodak © Chowking? WE 


DAVIDS oy, 
Ç SALON 


HEC Free SANSAN matte lipstick #6 4gm. for a 


minimum purchase of P125.00 


one 


FREE Sisig 
For a minimum purchase 
of Php750 


FREE Leche Flan 


For 2 for a minimum 
purchase of Php500 


Valid unti January 31, 2008 
Por OTIR Parna No. s382, Sees ot 2007 


FREE ‘rocky Road 
or Cookies & Cream 
or Mange Caramel 
kce Cream 
For a minimum purchase 
of Php750 
œ Choice of either one 
of three flavors 


Valid until February 15, 2008 
Pr OTINGA Pomma io, 5378, Stas ot 200 


Upon purchase of either Large or Party, 
Thin or Thick Crust Pizza and a Pitcher 
of Iced Tea or Lemonade 


* Free pizza is ofthe same size ond crust of pizza purchase 
* Choice of Hawaiian Delight or Pepperoni 


Valid until December 31, 2007 
Per DTHICR Pomni No 4272. Stas 207 


from January 1 to December 31, 2007. 


Call 888-1200 


for more details 
Apply now, libre ‘tol 


$$ Air Philippines == PF Bam 


EN ries Er 
sud ie oi 


Call 683-8888 for details. 


See tent cards for details. 


SUPER RADAR 


From pageE3 


‘SEE and be amazed at the 

treasure trove of unique gift 

items at the ectwell Urhan 

Bazaar at the Power Plant Mall 

in Makati from Nov. 16-18. Fea- 

turing home decor, clothing, ac- 

cessories, shoes, knick-knacks 

and trinkets from Manila's artis- 

tic entrepreneurs such as Leaf, 

Peridou, Bags in The City, Cole 

Vintage, Quirk Shoes, Trunk 

Show and Hat Momma-just to 

namea few. It's amazing to see 

how the Rockwell Tent [Power 

Plant Mall, Rockwell Center, representing the 10 Asean 

Makati] can house them allun- member countries, a business 

der one roof! Call 793-0088, forum, demonstrations, work- 

403-088. shops and cultural shows, the 
Check out the flavor of inter- expo is held at the SMX Con- 

esting finds from Southeast vention and Exhibition Center 

‘Asia when the Philippines play —_next to the SM Mall of Asia, 

hostto this year's Asean Arts Pasay City. Call 525-9318 to 

and Crafts Expo from Nov. 22to 9327 or log on to www.ahpada- 


0 m i 25. Featuring exhibition booths expo.com. 
0% KNOCKDOWN |e 
and appreciation of the mas- 
ters Malang, Cr „and os, 
insects without the itating smell Cafia as they celebrate the Curve€ 8 
beauty of the human body in 


r 4 
“Curves.” Presented bya MGlang & 
Bayer products have been in homes worldwide for decades, a testament to the trust that liance Francaise de Manille, 


consumers have placed in them. And with Bayer Advanced Blattanex Multi-Insect Killer, this exhibition opens atthe 


ee Alliance Frangé Total 
Bayer continues its commitment of giving the community products that deliver. Gallery [209 Nicanor Garcia 


(formerly Reposo St.), Bel- 
Bayer Advanced Blattanex Multi-Insect Killer has an advanced oil-based formulation that Alt Village, Makal, Monday, 


dov. 19, and runs uni Dez 
guarantees 100%" knockdown of mosquitoes, flies and cockroaches. And while insects ee 
Suffer, you won't have to. It's odorless so you need not worry about any irritating smell after 

its application. That's Bayer Advanced. p 


HEAR The Sitent Soprano make noise about the plight and rise 
: to stardom ofa Filipina domestic helper in Hong Kong with a gold- 
Basta en voice. Dulaang UP stages this musical at the Wilfredo Ma. 
Guerrero Theater, 2/F, Palma Hall, University of the Philip- 
BAYER = pines, Diliman, Quezon City from Nov. 21 to Dec. 9. Call 926- 
ADVANCED i 1349/981-8500 loc. 2449 or log on to www.upd.edu.ph/~dup. 


Schedules are subject to change without prior notice. For 
Bayer Environmental Science Mca acy E A E 
x 5 vorite malls, bars and restaurants. You may also text 24/7 gigs 
*based on laboratory test results to 2851 for Globe and Sun and 2951 for Smart. 


ELSEVE 


SMOOTH-INTENSE 
WITH NUTRILEUM® 


The expert care for dry, unmanageable 
and flyaway hair. 

With Nutrileum’, a complex of camelina seed 
micronutrients and smoothing agents to detangle, 
smoothen and bring renewed radiance and shine 
to your hair. 


ELSÈVE. Tailor-made technologies 
for every type of hair. 


BECAUSE YOU'RE WORTH IT. 


Discover the power 
of Nutrileume for ; f ean Y 
4X smoother hair. weiss EVE. Barme 


P smootn-intense ? ‘ret 
CARE SHAMPOO BR 


A. 


a) 
Sho pimafes | 
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Website: 


Text us your feedback: wires sat nany 


MARSDEN. Continues to establish himself as 


one of Tinscltown's most promising new 
leading men, 
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SATURD 


JOHNSON AND 
PETTIS. Play 
father and 
daughter in the 
family comedy, 
“The Game Plan,” 


New stars light up the silver screen 


By Nestor U. Torre 


HE BRIGHTEST NEW 

find on the big screen this 

month is 7-year-old Madi- 
son Pettis, who shares lead status 
with Dwayne “The Rock” John- 
son in the current family comedy, 
“The Game Plan.” 

Little Madison topped a nationwide 
search due to her unique combination of 
sweetness and spunk. Her character had 
to have both qualities to melt Johnson’s 
cold, cold heart in the movie, which cheek- 
ily combines sports and family issues. 

“Madison's character, Peyton, isn’t just 
a Shirley Temple ragamuffin,” director 
Andy Fickman observes. “After all, to get 
to see the father (Johnson) she’s never 
known, she pulls off a major con job. At 
the same time, she’s going through a lot 
ofhurt.” 


Comic sensibility 

For his part, producer Gordon Gray ex- 
ults: “Madison has a rare comic sensibili- 
ty for one so young. She's so smart that 
we continually laughed at what came out 
of her mouth!” 

Pettis is a complete newcomer to 
movie-making, but she does so well in 
“The Game Plan” that everyone she 
worked with agreed that the only way for 
her to go is up, up—and away! 

Ditto for heretofore unknown teen ac- 
tors, Michael Cera and Jonah Hill, whose 
breakout starrer, “Superbad,” is a certified 
sleeper hit, Made for less that $20 million, 
itwas expected to do only so-so business at 
the tills due to its lack of star value. But its 


gross-out humor and story (about two 
teenage friends in a quest for alcohol and 
girls in their final high school days) have 
made it top the box office and gross a stun- 
ning $121 million to date—and still rising! 


Secret 

‘The secret of the movie's unexpected suc- 
cess? Producer Jude Apatow lets the cat out 
of the bag: “I never think in terms of who's 
famous, I just think in terms of who's fun- 
ny.” Despite (or maybe because of) their 
bumbling ways, Cera and Hill made viewers 
crack up—and that’s all to the supergood! 

He's on the wrong side of 20, but James 
Marsden is also making Hollywood sit up 
and marvel at the wide range of roles he's 
essayed in only a few years, as he contin- 
ues to establish himself as one of the 
movies’ most promising new leading men. 

After attention-calling roles in “Hair- 
spray,” “Superman Returns” and the “X- 
Men” series, Marsden next tries a “fanta- 
sy-comedy” character on for size: 


One-dimensional prince 

In “Enchanted,” he’s cast as Prince Ed- 
ward, a one-dimensional “prince much- 
too-charming” who looks for his beloved 
Princess Giselle—only to find her in loud 
and jivey modern-day Manhattan, 

‘The film pokes a lot of fun at Prince Ed- 
ward's character and his fussily fairy tale- 
ish ways, but Marsden isn't put off by this. 
In fact, he loves the ribbing and proceeds to 
overact even more shamelessly than ever! 

‘That's the sign of a good and giving ac- 
tor who isn’t worried about how he's 
made to look and act—as long as it 
makes the character he plays more enjoy- 
able for viewers to watcht 
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TUWERS 
Call ou Resident Specialist now. 

496.2420 © 0918,9270889 
496.8032 * 0927.5250752 


vwoncamellapresige com 


WHAT'S NEXT FROM 
"9 


"THE PHILIPPINES’ 
ORAL CARE SPECIALIST. 


Goo Makati Address. 


* Located across Don Bosco, Makati 
* Accessible via SLEX, EDSA and Pasong Tamo 
+ Energy-efficient, designed to harness the wind 


+ Surprisingly affordable at an easy downpayment of 
P5,800* per month 
Lite payment scheme 


| Museum aims 
to capture essence 
of Hollywood 
and movies 


LOS ANGELES—AFTER HONORING 
the movie business with Oscars for near- 
1y 80 years, the Academy of Motion Pi 
ture Arts and Sciences is planning to cel- 
ebrate cinema another way—on 3.24 
hectares in the heart of Hollywood! 


‘The academy has commissioned an | 


architect to design what is probably the 
world’s first museum dedicated to cap- 
turing the full scope of filmmaking. 


15 branches 
‘The Academy Museum of Motion 
Pictures will occupy two city blocks 


not far from the Kodak Theater, where { 


the Academy Awards are held. The 
movie-making crafts represented will 
correspond with the academy's 15 
branches—including actors, produc- 
ers, directors and screenwriters. 

But, one thing is certain: “It's going 
to be what it should be: A monument 
to the art of film,” Academy president 
Sid Ganis told the Associated Press. 

“Its going to be immersive. It will ex- 
press what film is about, and how it has 
shaped world cultures. I want people to 
understand how film relates to the 
world around them, how storytelling in 
the film sense is accomplished, and how, 
through the medium, we move ahead in 
our lives,” Ganis explained. “I hope 
that’s not too highfalutin’, but that’s 
what Tm hoping for!” 

‘The academy has long wanted to es- 
tablish a comprehensive film museum, 


“but not with the gusto, energy, and } 


the commitment we've had over the 
Jast few years,” he added. 


Announcement. 

That fervor was reflected with the 
recent announcement of an architect 
for the museum complex: French firm, 
Atelier Christian de Portzamparc. 

“Ihave a true passion for cinema, and I 
link this to architecture,” mused De 
Portzamparc, who won the Pritzker Prize, 
architecture's highest honor, in 1994. In 
his hands, the museum will “become an 
important LA edifice,” Ganis added. 

‘Academy members are working with 
consultants to conceptualize the muse- 
um's contents and design. Fundraising, 
tothe tune of $400 million, is expected to 
begin next year. Construction will begin 
in 2009. The facility opens in 2012. AP 
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REALITY shows dominate TV industry's programming lineup. 


Three new channels spice up 
Sky Cable’s programming 


ByEdmundL.Sicam 


SKY CABLE IS ADDING THREE NEW 
channels: Velvet, Maxx and Balls, effective 
Jan. 1 next year. It started airing previews of 
those channels’ programs these past weeks. 
Judging from the shows I've caught, viewers 
are in for a lot of reality-based shows: 
“American Inventor” comes from “Ameri- 
can Idol” judge, Simon Cowell, and British ty- 
coon Peter Jones. But, instead of singing, con- 
testants come to the auditions with what they 
think will be the next great retail product. 


Six finalists 

Like “American Idol,” the show holds au- 
ditions in six American cities, and whittles 
down the list to six finalists who will each 
receive $50,000 to develop their inventions 
for a month. Viewers will then vote for the 
winning inventor—who will receive one 
million dollars! 

‘As you can imagine, the auditions came 
up with a variety of entries, many of them 
outlandish and downright absurd. There's 
this guy whose entry was a stick that he in- 
sisted on calling a magic wand to ward off 
animal attacks. 

‘Another one was fuming mad when the 
judges didn't like his entry—an electronic 
guitar whose jack was located in front in- 
stead of the back of the instrument. Still an- 
other brought a raincoat that enabled its 
‘owner to pee in public through a compart- 
ment hidden inside the raincoat. 

There wasn’t anything spectacular of- 
fered by the inventors. Two entries that got 
the judges’ nod were a bike with a seat on 
the handlebar and a large shovel with a bag 
inside it to make sandbag filling easier dur- 
ing floods. The show’s entertainment value 
lay in the oftentimes ridiculous gadgets of- 
fered by contestants, and the snide com- 
ments of the judges—none of whom, how- 
ever, could match Cowell's acerbic tongue. 


Closer to “AI” is “So You Think You Can 
Dance,” where contestants show off their 
terpsichorean skills. As usual, it was the 
nondancers who caught my attention. One 
obnoxious participant believed he was the 
world’s best dancer—but it was obvious he 
couldn't dance to save his life! When he was 
rejected, he started cursing the judges, so 
all we heard were bleeps, because the lan- 
guage he used was not suitable for TV. 

Then, I realized this was the same guy 
who also auditioned for “AI"—and put on 
the same act! He couldn't sing, either, but 
he got hostile when Cowell and company 
said no to him. I have a feeling he only 
‘wanted his 15 minutes of fame. 


Various activities 
“Celebrity Fit Club” features eight over- 


weight celebrities who take part in various 
activities designed to get them to shed 


r E rT 


pounds and get in shape. Each week, each 
person is given a target which varies ac- 
cording to their present weight. The pro- 
gram is supervised by a nutritionist, a phys- 
icaltrainer and a psychologist. 


yi 
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In the telecast I watched, the only 
celebrity I recognized was Daniel Baldwin, 


‘The deep penetrating crystal granules provide an 
advanced ora) care system. It deeply cleans In between 


‘the tooth while brushing, protects 


who's not as well known as his brother, 
Alec. The others (like Mia Tyler, Ralphie 
May, Kim Coles, and Wendy Kaufman) are 
probably recognizable in the US. The physi- 
cal trainer, Harvey Walden, had a run-in 
with one of the celebrities, because she did 
not bring her sneakers and was criticized 
for not being serious about losing weight. 
‘The highlight of the show was when each 
of them stepped on a platform that was ac- 
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tually a weighing scale, and the judges re- 
vealed whether they had achieved their 
goal that week, All of them did—they lost 
an average of seven pounds each! 

What makes the show entertaining is the 
feeling of superiority you get watching 
celebrities sweating it out while you relax 
in your easy chair. One of the contestants, a 
comedian, weighed more than 400 pounds, 
and he was really having a hard time mov- 
ing around! 

In “Meet the Marks,” an unsuspecting 
«person walks into a scripted comedic situa- 
tion where a fictional family lives in a real 
house in a real neighborhood. He doesn’t 
know that there are hidden cameras all 
over the house recording his reactions. 

In the episode I watched, a computer tu- 
tor finds himself agreeing to pretend that 
he’s the boyfriend: of the daughter. Later, 
he’s caught in a ‘compromising situation 
when the real boyfriend shows up! This is 
an extended version of some of the pranks 
played on “Girls Behaving Badly,” and suc- 
ceeds because the cast is able.to convince 
the victim that he's in a real situation. In the 
end, he’s told that it was all a practical joke. 


Last man standing 

A sports-based reality show, “Ball Break- 
ers,” features a game of nine-ball pool with 
four contestants who each start out with 
$5,000. Unlike other pool games, this one 
has the players betting on the outcome of 
their bouts, as well as whether a player can 
make a shot. The last man standing goes 
home with $20,000. The game is easy 
enough to understand with the additional 
attraction of bets being made to sweeten 
the pot. 

Other interesting reality shows include 
“Gay, Straight or Taken,” where a git] dates 
three guys and decides which one is which; “I 
Want to be a Hilton,” where Cathy Hilton, the 
mother of Paris, teaches contestants how to 
ficinto high society, with the winner getting a 
$200,000 trust fund—and a taste of the 
lifestyle of the rich and famous—and “Back 
on Campus,” where college students must 
live and attend classes with their parents, 


Controversy 

‘Among the actuality-based shows, “The 
View” is the most eagerly awaited because 
it has elicited controversy not only for the 
topics discussed on the show, but also be- 
cause of some off-camera happenings. 

Everyone is still talking about Rosie 
O’Doanell’s departure from the show after 
she had a run-in with Donald Trump, as 
well as her heated debate with cohost, Eliz- 
abeth Hasselbeck. O'Donnell has been re- 
placed by Whoopi Goldberg, who's more 
sober than Rosie. 


Directing stars 


By Nestor U. Torre 


DIRECTING ACTORS WHO ARE STARS IS 
quite a trick: As you're directing the actor, 
the star aspect of his persona often gets in 
the way. 

‘The actor partis supposed to be ready to do 
anything and everything to make the role as- 
signed to him credible and memorable, but the 
star part has limits. Why? Because many stars 
become popular by playing a signature charac- 
ter pretty much over and over again—for fear 
that, if they make a radical shift, the viewing 
public won't dote on them as much. 


Difficult role 

In addition, some stars feel they're too 
successful and popular to have to work so 
hard ata role. “The people like me the way I 
am,” they think smugly. “So, why do I have 
to exhaust myself playing a difficult role?” 

The answer to that is: If stars keep doing 
pretty much the same roles over and over 
again for years and even decades, time will 
come when they will be too old to play 
those signature roles, and they'll look 
ridiculous. Also, their fans will tire of them 
and transfer their allegiance to a fresher 
and less cocky talent. 

The possibility or threat of this happen- 
ing should prompt even established stars to 
get off their pedestals, reanalyze their ca- 
reers, and work as hard as they did when 
they were starlets. 

This should also prompt their directors, 
who profess to care for them, to stop acting 
as yes men or yayas when they're handling 
popular luminaries. 

Directors should force themselves to ig- 
nore the star aspect and focus on the actor 
part of the talents they mentor. In the long 
run, their star-friends will be grateful for 
the “tough love.” 


ath from cavities 
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These thoughts come to mind, because 
we've noted a general deterioration of thes- 
pic achievement on TV and in the movies. 
Even our best actors are turning in livid, 
embarrassing performances, to viewers’ 
general dismay. 


Melodramatic 

‘On TY, shows like “Maala-ala Mo Kaya?” 
used to challenge stars with difficult charac- 
ters to portray: These days, however, even the 
performances on “MMK” have turned melo- 
dramatic and overly “indicated” for effect. 

‘Things are much worse on teleseryes and 
{fantaseryes, which specialize in lurid or ut- 
terly improbable characters. Sadly, some of 
those weird characters are assigned to our 
acting icons, who despite their great talent 
aren’t able to rescue them from mediocrity. 

And yet, some of those failed portrayals 
are held up as fine examples of the thespic 
craft, and even win awards! This sets the 
wrong standards for both actors and view- 
ers—and we're all the poorer for it. 


Rule 

In the movies, mainstream productions 
have become so commercial that “for ef- 
fect” performances are now the rule. Its a 
good thing that alternative, digital produc- 
tions are filling in the blanks as far as chal- 
lenging characterizations are concerned, 
which is why some major stars have agreed 
with alacrity to act in them. 

Here, again, directors are key, because 
they motivate stars to come up with their 
portrayals, be they good, bad or indifferent. 

‘The fact that the thespic level has dipped 
so low in these parts indicate that many di- 
rectors have been remiss in upholding the 
requisite standards—so, it’s time for them 
to reevaluate their own criteria for good 
work, and live up to them! 
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‘Where are our movies 


SAO PAULO—LATIN AMERI- 
can cinema may be enjoying a 
Golden Age, but the movies 
must sometimes travel the 
world before they can get a 
showing on their home turf. 

‘The governments * of 
‘Venezuela, Mexico, Brazil and 
others are handing out money 
to encourage local productions, 
and the results are gaining wide 
acclaim, but they are struggling 
in a continent saturated with 
Hollywood blockbusters. 

Films must first reach inter- 
national festivals like Cannes 
or Venice to have a chance of 
getting a distributor around 
the world, before they can 
come home to Latin America. 


Very difficult 

“Its very difficult to watch 
Latin American movies in 
Latin American cinemas,” 
shared Daniel Andrade, who 
was in Sao Paulo for a film fes- 
tival from Oct. 19 to Nov. 8, 
where he was showing his new 
movie, “Anytime Soon.” 

He said “City of God”-and 
“Central Station,” both Oscar- 
nominated Brazilian movies, 
got to his native Ecuador only 
through their North American 
distributors. “Carandiru,” a 
top Brazilian movie in 2003, 
was never shown in Ecuadore- 
an theaters. 

Adhemar Oliveira, an‘ inde- 
pendent distributor who runs 
theaters in Sao Paulo, said he 
must go to Europe to get Latin 
‘American movies to show" in 
Brazil, such as the acclaimed 
Chilean movie, “Machuca.” “It's 
the same price to bring a movie 
from Asia, Europe, USA or Latin 
America,” Oliveira observed. 


Theaters 
Brazil is now making so many 
movies—70 per year, up from val. 
30.in the 1990s—that its 2,000 
theaters hardly have room for 
all of them, let alone movies 


from the rest of Latin America. 
‘Adeal with Cuba to exchange 
a few movies was put aside. 
“How do you find space in a 
market inundated.by American 
blockbusters for all the Brazilian 
productions, plus five Cuban ti- 
tles?,” asked cinema researcher 
Maria do Rosario Caetano. 
Piracy has provided a solu- 
tion, at least in some coun- 
tries, said Bolivian filmmaker, 
Marcos Loayza. “People who 
like movies in Bolivia have two 
options: Go abroad or buy pi- 
rated DVDs,” 
who was showing his docu- 
mentary, 
Things,” at the Sao Paulo festi- 


“You can find everything in 
DVD copies—Latin American 
movies, Greek movies, Iranian 
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Squad,’ 


shanty towns 


added Loayza, 
“Spider-Man 3.” 


“The State of 


Inspiring © TV series 


By Lilia Borlongan-Alvarez 


MORE CHILLING THAN “I SHOULDN'T 
Be Alive,” the Discovery channel's new 
series, “Life or Death,” features medical 
miracles involving | ordinary people 
stricken with extraordinary illnesses. 

Not to be confused with TV accounts 
of clinical deaths, “Life or Death” pre- 
sents a blow-by-blow account of how 
people contract rare diseases, go 
through routine laboratory tests, and 
find out they're afflicted with illnesses 
worse than their doctors’ initial impres- 
sion. 

One of the first episodes showed a 22- 
year-old girl who tripped while skiing 
with her parents. She was taken to hospi- 
tal to see if she had suffered any frac- 
ture. The tests came out negative, but 
she was still feeling strange. Doctors sus- 
pected spinal meningitis, but a diagnos- 
tic procedure also turned out negative. 
She felt better after she was declared 
with a clean bill of health. 


Intolerable pain 

The following day, however, she sud- 
denly felt shooting, intolerable pain in 
her head. She was once again rushed to 
the hospital and was found to have suf- 
fered a massive stroke that paralyzed 
her. Specialists then opened up her skull 
to fix whatever was wrong with her 
brain. A second and third surgery fol- 
lowed to fight bacterial infection. Only 
tubes stuck into different parts of her 
body kept her alive. 

By now, her weight had gone down to 
70 pounds, and she was exposed to mul- 
tiple organ failure even after very ag- 
gressive treatment. Whether it was by a 
stroke of luck or divine intervention, she 
finally recovered, went through therapy 
and began to walk. Her recovery was 
phenomenal! The succeeding’ scenes 
showed a beaming young woman living 
a full life—and thankful for her second 
lease on life. 

‘Another episode featured a middle- 
aged couple from New Mexico travelling 
to New York to close a business deal that 
culminated in some late-night partying. 

The following day, they experienced 
malaise and thought they caught the 
flu—the man had high fever, his breath- 
ing was very shallow, and he was cough- 


ing nonstop. 

At the ER, he was suspected to have 
contracted the hanta virus, which is car- 
ried by rodents and whose symptoms 
closely resemble the flu. It's caused by 
exposure to mice droppings or contami- 
nated dust. 

The couple was immediately given in- 
travenous antibiotics, to which the wom- 
an responded well. Her husband, howev- 
er, got worse. Blood tests and X-rays 
were performed to check if he had con- 
tracted the “plague,” a disease brought 
about by a bacterium from fleas in ro- 
dents. This disease has not been heard of 
since the late 14th century—when it 
struck Europe and wiped out about two- 
thirds of the continent's population! 

The hospital then alerted public 
health authorities about a possible out- 
break of the disease in 21st century New 
York. Meanwhile, the woman was inter- 
rogated by the FBI. There was concern 
about the possibility of the couple being 
bio-terrorists! 

Investigators were immediately dis- 
patched to the couple’s home in New 
Mexico, where federal agents found no 
evidence linking them to terrorism. But, 
they learned that, indeed, the man had 
been exposed to bacteria from fleas in 
rodents in the mountains during a recent 
hiking trip. 


Prosthetic feet 

After eight weeks in the hospital and a 
medically-induced coma, the worst was 
yet to come—the man’s blackened feet 
had to be amputated to save his life! To- 
day, he wears prosthetic feet, but is 
thankful for having survived his medical 
ordeal. 

This series is not for the faint-hearted 
because of its graphic scenes (such as 
amputating a foot or sawing a skull). It 
takes viewers on a “journey” that, as 
seen through computer-generated im- 
ages, shows the effect of viruses and bac- 
teria in the human body. It introduces 
medical concepts that are explained jn 
layman's terms. 

More than illustrating the wonders of 
medical science and computer technolo- 
gy, the show impresses upon viewers 
that tragedy can strike when you least 
expect it—but life continues to thrive, by 
the grace of God’s will! 


movies,” he explained. Bolivia 
has only 50 movie theaters, 
showing mostly Hollywood 
movies dubbed in Spanish. 
Piracy was the route to the 
box-office success of “Elite 
a controversial story 
about police killings in the 
of Rio de 
Janeiro—and the most success- 
ful Brazilian movie this year. 
‘After immense success as a 
pirated DVD, it was released in 
Brazil by Paramount, and has 
sold 2.1 million tickets com- 
pared with 6.1 million for 


In Venezuela, production 
has jumped from a half dozen 
movies per year to an expected 
20 in 2008, thanks to help 
from President Hugo Chavez, 
said Mariana Rondon, who 


By Nestor U. Torre 


CHILLERS AND THRILLERS ARE 
interesting film types because 
their fear and suspense elements 
encourage them to use the movie 
medium’s visual and aural re- 
sources to their fullest. 

On the other hand, horror 
movies are prone to predictably 


hoeing 


Horror flick lacks 
believability 


spooky encounter, the produc- 


tion would end up as a very short! 


seven minutes long? 


the same row over and fly out of the window. 


over again, so. many of them 


end up as a blur and thus fail to 
‘stand out. 
This is because the horror film 


mode is: 


diches that have been done pret- 
ty much to death for many years 
now—howling wind, candles 


that are 


entity, phantasms that float across 
a room as though they were on a 
moving sidewalk, doors that mys- 
teriously open and slam shut 
without 
that tum chillingly real—etc.! 


“CARANDIRU” (TOP), “CITY 
OF GOD” (ABOVE) AND 
“MACHUCA” (LEFT). Made 
the rounds of film festivals 
before they were shown in 


Latin American countries. But, 


when it comes to spooky films is 
the utter cluelessness and lack 
of good judgement on the part 
of some of the marauding 
ghosts’ intended victims. 


was presenting her second fea- 
ture, “Postcards from 
Leningrad.” 

Her first movie was not even 
shown in her country—be- 
cause no distributor was inter 
ested. “Postcards” has been in 
Venezuelan theaters only be- 
cause of a new rule that gives 
local movies a mandatory 
showing. 


Take 


Quizon, 


New law 

In Ecuador, the government 
is helping four movies to be re- 
eased next year, almost dou- 
bling production. In Mexico, a 
new law will let companies in- 
vest tax money in films. 

“There's a small-cinema rev- 
olution happening now in Mex- 
ico,” reveals filmmaker Sergio 
Umansky, who spent seven 
months looking for a distribu- 
tor for his movie, “It’s Better If 
Gabriela Doesn't Die.” “But, I 
hope my movies will start to be 
seen—not just the ones made 
by big studios!” Reuters 


objects 


Well, as 


“If the victims left after the first 


Biggest turn-off 


and Seek,” by Rayhan Carlos. A 
troubled family (played by Eric 


Gia, etc.) hies off to the province to 
live in an old house that (natural- 
Jy) turns out to be haunted. 

On the way, they encounter 
an angry-looking man holding a 
bloody bolo, and a little girl who 
appears and disappears seem- 
ingly at will. 

Inside the creepy, old house, 


place, ghostly apparitions man- 
ifest themsleves—and yet, the 
terrified family stays put! 

To the average person, this 
makes no sense at all. After two 
or three spooky manifestations, 
you can bet that we'll be running 
straight off to the next province, 
screaming all the way! 

‘And yet, the movie's much- 
put-upon family stays. Why? 


Emot 


rife with conventions and 


blown out by an invisible 


in moviegoers’ hearts. 


warning, nightmares 


film!" Yeah, right—like, maybe, 


That would never do, of 
course, But, our point is: On top 
of observing the conventions of 
horror films, the proceedings in 
them have to be believable. If 
not, empathy and genuine fear 


‘Therefore, itbehooves our hor- 
ror movie directors to make sure 
that their films’ situations and 
characters are acutely credible, so 
that viewers can fully empathize 
with them and more overwhelm- 
ingly feel the emotions of fear 
and terror that all cinematic 
ghost stories strive hard to instill 


“Hide and Seek” has some well- 
staged scenes, but the believabili- 
ty of its spooky situations leaves a 


Jot to be desired. Aside from its 


terrified 


the „biggest turn-off 


the recent chiller, “Hide 


Jean Garcia, Jannica Gar- 


move from place to 


storytelling creativity. 


empathy. More astute 


a friend snidely observes, 
to its dramatic cogency. 


protagonist-victims’ 
strange deficiency in the “fight or 
flee” instinct, the characterization 
of the movie's principal ghostly 
tormentors is similarly suspect. 
Most dubious of all is the man 
with the bloody bolo who keeps 
reappearing all over the place. 
We're informed that he killed his 
wife and daughter because he 
(mistakenly) thought that his 
spouse was passionately involved 
with their wealthy employer, but 
the transference of his anger to 
the new family in the haunted 
house is psychologically inchoate. 
As a result, his participation 
in the story appears to be limit: 
ed to his providing the occa- 
sional “scare tactics” that keep 
viewers’ fears in full furl. This 
approach is efficient and expe- 
dient, but falls short of genuine 


On point of performance, Eric 
Quizon and Jean Garcia make a 
rather ungainly “leading couple” 
combination, and Garcia lacks 
the sympathetic quality needed 
to elicit viewers’ concern and 


casting 


could have put the movie's cen- 
tral relationship at better service 
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PBO unveils 


JUDY ANN SANTOS PLAYS THE TITLE 
+ role in “Miss Pinoy,” PBO’s Premier's big 
draw for November. Also watch out for 
“Greatest Hits Finale” with pop icons, Rico 
J. Puno, Hajji Alejan- 
dro, Rey Valera, 
Nonoy Zuñiga and MONTAGE 

Marco Sison, and (on 

Nov. 23 at 9:30 p.m.) “The Cooler” with 
Maria Bello, William H. Macy and Alec 
Baldwin. 

PBO Pambansang Premiere treats kids to 
the free showing of “Mr. Magiorum’s Won- 
der Emporium,” a fantasy romp topbilled 
by Dustin Hoffman, Jason Bateman and 
Natalie Portman, in Cagayan de Oro City at 
7 p.m. on Nov. 26 at SM CDO Cinema One. 
Plus “The Anne Curtis Special” at 9:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 30. 

Other movie or concert highlights: “Mark 
B: Pop Heartthrob.” Nov. 19, “Beloved.” 
Nov, 20, “Annie B.”-Nov. 21, “Pag Oras Mo, 
Oras Mo Na.” Nov. 22, “Ang Boyfriend Kong 
Gamol.” Nov. 24, “Tulak ng Bibig, Kabig ng 
Dibdib.” Nov. 25, “Night of the Champi- 

= | ons.” Nov. 26, “Apoy sa Puso.” Nov. 7, “My 
Pledge of Love.” Nov. 28, “Ginto't Pilak.” 
Nov. 29, “Epifanio, Ang Bilas Ko.” 


Movies on TV 

On Cinemax today at 9 a.m., “Bird on a 
Wire.” Nov. 18 at 6:30 a.m., “Wyatt Earp.” 
Nov. 19 at 7 a.m., “Up Periscope.” Nov. 20 
at 11 a.m., ‘Jason and the Argonauts.” 
Nov. 21 at 7 a.m., “Paris When It Sizzles.” 
“Noy, 22 at 5:30 p.m., “Man of the House.” 
-Nov. 22 at 9 a.m., “The Sons of Katie El- 
der.” 


Featuring essays by: 


ADAMS. Playsa 
princess in fantasy . 
feature, 
“Enchanted.” 


[NVQs 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SATURDAYSpecial 


er treats 


AY 


‘Beowulf’ in 3D 
Robert Zemeckis’ new fantasy adventure, 
“Beowulf,” is being shown in 3D format at 
the Imax Theater at SM Mall of Asia. In- 
spired by the ninth-century English epic po- 
em, the film combines digitally enhanced 
live-action filmmaking technology with an 
all-star cast led by Angelina Jolie, Ray 
Winstone, Anthony Hopkins and John 

Malkovich. 


New tracks 

The repackaged edition of “Edu 
Manzano's World's Greatest 
Dance Steps” features six new 
tracks, including “Papaya Christ- 
mas,” “Beautiful Girls” and “An- 

gels.” 
Join the Extreme Papaya video 
contest on Manzano's game show, 
“Pilipinas, Game Ka Na Ba?,” on 

Channel 2. 


“Snow White’ 

Ballet Philippines’ adaptation of 
“Snow White” will be staged at Starmall 
Las Piñas today, as presented by Senate 
President Manny Villar and Rep. Cynthia 
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‘Enchanted’ 

‘Amy Adams plays Princess Giselle in the 
fun fantasy film, “Enchanted.” The fairytale 
princess is thrust into present-day Manhat- 
tan by an evil queen portrayed by Susan 
Sarandon, and changes her views on life 
and love after meeting a handsome lawyer 
(Patrick Dempsey). 


Abdul Candao 

Vienna-based tenor Abdul Candao sings 
on “Concert at the Park” tomorrow at 5 
p.m. He will perform arias and songs by 
Lehar, Zeller, Kalman and Silos. 


“Seven Days of Laughter’ 

Don't miss master impersonator Willie 
Nepumuceno’s show, “Seven Days of 
Laughter,” today at 6 p.m. at Eastwood's 
Central Plaza, Eastwood City. 


Israeli Film Festival 

At 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 20, the Israeli Film 
Festival opens at Greenbelt 3, Cinema 5. 
The opening film is “Someone, to Run 
With,” a story about growing up and dis- 
covering the true meaning of friendship 
and love. 


‘Fred Claus’ 

Sneak previews of “Fred Claus” will be 
held in selected cinemas on Nov. 19 and 20. 
The Yuletide movie stars Vince Vaughn as 
Santa Claus’ “black sheep” brother. Paul Gi- 
amatti plays Santa. 


‘The Nutcracker’ 

Philippine Ballet Theater stages the well- 
loved holiday ballet, “The Nutcracker,” to- 
day at 3 and 8 p.m. at the CCP Call 632- 
8848. 


‘Planet Q’ 

The preteen singing group, Sugarpop, 
hosts Q-11’s newest show, “Planet Q,” a 
one-hour program that showcases interest- 
ing features on animals, nature and the en- 
vironment. 


Menchu, Cathy, Joaqui debut in New 
Voice musical 

Menchu Lauchengco-Yulo, Joaqui Valdes 
and Cathy Azanza make their New Voice 
Company debut in the theater company’s 
reimagined staging of Stephen Sondheim's, 
“Into the Woods,” which runsevery Friday 
and Saturday, 8 p.m., at the Music Muse- 
um. 

Tommy Abuel likewise appears in his 
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WILLE NEB. 


tm RY 
NEPOMUCENO. 
Performs at" 
Eastwood today. 


CHAN. Sings 
at Camp 
Aguinaldo 
tomorrow. 


bo Er: ES 
VAUGHN AND GIAMATTI. Topbill the 
Yuletide comedy, “Fred Claus.” 


ISRAELI Film Fest unreels at Greenbelt 3 
starting Nov. 20. 


first New Voice production in a special 
cameo. The production also boasts of the 
special participation of Tami Monsod, who 
voices the Giant's Wife. 

TheTony Award-winning musi- 
cal—which follows the story of the Baker 
and his Wife in their search to find four 
magical items that belong to Cinderella, 
Rapunzel, Jack (from ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk”) and Little Red Riding Hood to 
break a witch's curse—features a talented 
cast that also includes Michael Williams, 
Lynn Sherman, Jamie Wilson, Juno 
Henares, Julia Abueva, Angela Padilla, 
John Mulhall, Madeleine Nicolas, Missy 
Maramara, and Crisel Consunji. Call 896- 
5497. 


Post-birthday dinner 

Devotees of the Nuestra Señora de Piat 
Foundation are celebrating Archbishop 
Diosdado Talamayan’s 75th birthday 
with a post-birthday dinner tomorrow at 
the Camp Aguinaldo Officers’ Club. Holy 
Mass is set at 5:30 p.m. After dinner, Jose 
Mari Chan will sing for the birthday cele- 
brant and his guests. Cory Quirino will 
emcee the affair, which is a fundraising 
event to build the Haven for Retired 
Priests in Barrio Magdurulug, Solana, 
Cagayan. For details, text 0917 899- 
2521 
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AR P 1579 


a time around 1997 when, no 

matter where you were—in 
the car, on the StairMaster, at the 
dentist's office—you couldn't help 
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but hear “My Heart Will Go On,” 
ing Celine Dion ballad 

nic.” 
Resistance was futile. It went on, and on, 
and on—an example not just of great mar- 
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Way We Were,” “Dirty Dancing,” and “Say Anything” 


keting, but of the kind of movie theme song 3 x 
ised to lord it over the airwaves. 


that no longer exists. 
Big and poignant 

Those extinct 
songs were big and 
poignant on their 


own, but they were j s 

oo used siilifalh a : : 

oe | Oasiae, 

‘They became “a sou- s i 

venir” of the theatri- the nightly traffic 
roars and rumbles. 


2ST TEET 


cal experience, as 
six-time Oscar-nomi- 
nated songwriter Di- 
ane Warren puts it. 
For decades, 
themessongs like 
“Evergreen” or 
“Arthurs Theme” or 


“(Ive Had) The Time A neighbor yells for 
of My Life” were 


we ee Ne Von a 5 ; = her son to. come home. 


the pop chart, and 
going on to win the 
Academy Award for 
Best Original Song. 
(All the tunes men- 
tioned so far have re- 
ceived the hon- 
or—the list of win- 
ners throughout the 


1970s, ‘80s and *90s Sudden! 
is staggering.) 


Mood £ ° - your place becomes 
jets outs eae the most romantic 
of séttings. 


You open a bottle 
of Novellino. 


ers like | Cameron 
Crowe and Wes An- 
derson (following 
the example set by 
directors like Martin 
Scorsese) have been 
more likely to 
choose pre-existing 
songs to punctuate a 
moment or create a 
certain mood. 
Then, those 
soundtracks—like 
the ones for Crowe's 
“Vanilla Sky,” Ander- 
son’s “Rushmore” or 
movie/2 
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“ARMAGEDDON.” Featured the No. | hit, “I Don't Wanna Miss A Thing.” 


Movie theme songs... 


From page GI 


Zach Braffs “Garden State"—go on to be 
popular themselves. 

It seems there's just no room on the pop 
charts anymore for an “Up Where We Be- 
Jong” (from “An Officer and a Gentleman”) 
or a “Take My Breath Away” (from “Top 
Gun”). Eminem's “Lose Yourself,” from the 
2002 film, “8 Mile,” is the rare Oscar win- 
ner that's also had radio success. As catchy 
as “It’s Hard Out Here for a Pimp” was, from 
2005's “Hustle & Flow,” it wasn't exactly ra- 
dio-friendly. 

What made those songs work, Warren 
explains, is that “they're hit songs, first and 
foremost. They fit the movie, and they exist 
outside the movie!” 


Oscar nomination 

“I Don’t Wanna Miss:a Thing,’ which 
earned Warren an Oscar nomination, was a 
hit song,” she adds. “It helps that it was 
with ‘Armageddon,” and it was used very 
well. But, I think Aerosmith would have 
had a hit with that song, anyway.” 

So, where did those original tunes go? 
Jesse Harris, the Grammy-winning songwrit- 
er of Norah Jones’ hit, “Don't Know Why’ 
who also wrote the music for Ethan Hawke's 
“The Hottest State,” thinks filmmakers don't 
bother to seek them out anymore. 

“What movies used to do,” he enthuses, 
is “create a nostalgia that was specific to the 
film itself, and the only way to do that was 
to use original music.” 

Of course, radio has changed vastly: It has 
become more- genre-specific over the past 
decade, which hurts enormous movie songs 
with intended mass appeal, said Kid Kelly, a 
DJ on Sirius satellite radio's top-40 channel. 

He points out that adult contemporary sta- 


KILL THE ENEMY, SHE 
AND BRE 


LUST acalfion, 


Pp, WINNER OF THE GOLDEN LION FOR BEST FILM AT 


E > FR-1& | No one below 18 years of ag 


tions, where many of 
those movie themes 
have been popular 
traditionally, can be 
broken down further 
to subgroups—they 
can either be “hot,” 
tae he eee 
“Theres so much 
fragmentation that it's 
h hard to find the right 

song,” he reasoned. 
‘As a result, they 
stopped looking! 

Singer-songwriter 

Sondre Lerche, 
whose music appears 
in the Steve Carell comedy, “Dan in Real Life,” 
thinks tastes have changed irrevocably from 
the 1970s and '80s. 


= 


EMINEM. His single, 
“Lose Yourself,” won, 
an Oscar in 2003. 


Important decision 

Kirsten Sheridan, daughter of veteran Irish 
filmmaker, Jim Sheridan, who's directing for 
the first time with the musical, “August Rush,” 
considered using songs from Hansard’s band, 
The Frames, but made “an important deci- 
sion” to go with original music. 

‘The movie follows the elusive connection 
between the lead singer of a rock band 
Gonathan Rhys Meyers), a classically 
trained cellist (Keri Russell), and the duo's 
long-lost son (Freddie Highmore), who 
tries to reunite the family through song. 

“We had three music supervisors hunting 
down three original songs for Jonny Rhys 
Meyers’ band to perform and for Jonny to 
sing,” Sheridan recalled. “I didn't want pre- 
conceptions with preexisting material. It was 
important for the film to feel reall” ou , nz 

John Sayles also wanted original music 
for,“Honeydripper,” about rival juke joints in 
1950 Alabama, 
rather than choose 
blues or R&B songs 
people already 
knew. Sayles 
cowrote several of 
the tunes, some- 
thing he's done for 
previous films in- 
cluding “Limbo” and 
“Sunshine State.” 


Special moment 

“We can tailor 
something more 
specifically by writing 
something to fit that 
special moment,” he 
reasoned. Plus, writ- 
ing original music is 
more cost-efficient, 
the longtime inde- 
pendent filmmaker 
added: “The fim 
rights for music have 
shot way up from 
when I began. Larger 
publishing compa- 
nies have bought out 
the smaller ones, so 
you can't find bar- 
gains anymore. 


RIE e 


(Avaliable in Southall, Fairview & San Lazaro only) These days, its rare 


= Get P20 off (Metro Manila) or P10 off (Provincial area) on your tickets when you're a BDO Junior 


‘Savers Club Cardholder. 


ir DTI NCR Pom No. 2885 Series of 2007 


‘z - Get P20 off (Metro Manila) or P10 off (Provincial area) on your tickets when you're an 


SM ADvantage Cardholder. 


Promo period (August 42007 to December 24, 2007) 


One MORE CHANCE 


smerrviucena (062)7108077-80 
Basea saad caaroon nerwon 
Jao bava SF NINT 


(oasye2s-seae-as 


ISTAROUST 
JONG MORE CHANCE 


(ooaya07e008 


Sa, mymona —(033)3200622 


EWE OWN THE NIGHT 


pesowuur 


(eazast-ae76 


NOW SHOWING 
ONLY AT SELECTED THEATERS 


Distributed by Columbia Pictures Industries INe- 


to get a song for less 
than $5,000. If it's a 
Beatles song, it can 
shot up to hundreds 
of thousands!” 
TODO a picking 
GREENHILLS CINEMAS i perfect pop song 


cents sorma CATER ortas ANNU ORG sia sua METRO NANA isn't as easy as it 
might sound, says 
Crowe, who has cre- 
ated ‘iconic music 
moments in such 
movies as “Say Any- 
thing” and ‘Almost 
Famous.” 


BOOGEYMAN 2 
100.115. 35, 
Famous scene 

The famous scene 
in “Say Anything,” in 
which John Cusack 
holds a stereo above 
his head outside Ione 
Skye’s window and 
blares Peter Gabriel's 
“In Your Eyes,” al- 
most featured a dif- 
ferent tune. 

“That scene need- 
ed to be the perfect 
song. We even 
brought in a song- 
writer to come in 
and write for that 
moment, but it 
didn't work!,” he re- 
calls. “Nothing 
worked but ‘In Your 
Eyes” 
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Local indie scene thrives 
at Cinekatipunan 


By Noelani Torre stage today, with featured Featured in the program are 
shorts from new and seasoned “Paglikha,” performed by the 
RECENTLY, AS YOU MAY HAVE filmmakers alike. Screening Anino Shadowplay Collective, 
noticed, local independent films from 5 p.m. are King Catoy's video by visual artist Don 
have been enjoying more timein “Unang Araw"; Jon Red’s“igno- Salubayba and Teta Tulay; eae 
the spotlight than usual. Thelo- rante” and “Coup B'etat”; Karl “Look” and “Tremble,” per- g sehen 
cal indie scene generally flour- Castro's “Manwal sa Paggawa formed by Mona Afable, videos 
{shes (and struggles) under- ng Pelikula,” and Raymond by Don Salubayba; “Urgent,” an 
ground, and it’s not often that Red's “Anino.” animated piece by Carlo Tolenti- 
the general moviegoing publicis “Unang Araw” and “igno- no; “Make Me a Child's Outfit in 
even aware ofwhat’s goingon. rante” are both public service Adult Size,” performed and 
‘While this remains true these ads running approximately one choreographed by Donna Mi- 
days, more and more people are minute each and are part of randa, video by Pablo Biglang- 
growing tired of what seems to “Rights,” an omnibus film that awa, and “Walai,” a documen- 
be the moribund state of main- deals with the issue of human tary by young filmmaker, Adjani p 
stream cinema, and this results rights violations. Arumpac. 
in an upsurge of interest in the “Coup B'etat”isa hilariouspo- For a different cinematic ex- 3 D ; IN RIES 
fresh and innovative ideas that litical satire fromJon Red, whose perience, check out what aA P Ra A AAN O 
the indie scene has to offer. “Pain Things” is also currently Cinekatipunan and the PHSA 


showing at Robinsons Galleria’s have to offer this November. it B NOW SHOWING, wes 


New projects Indiesine. “Manwal sa Paggawa Screenings start at 5 p.m.—and 
‘One of the few venues where ng Pelikula,” a 22-minute short they're free! 

you can view new projects of aboutthe trials of the moviemak- 

both up-and-coming and estab- ing process, is directed by up- 

lished indie filmmakers is coming filmmaker, Karl Castro. 

Magznet Café on Katipunan ave. Raymond Red's “Anino,” fea- 
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venue hosts Cinekatipunan, a introduction. Winner of the BEOWULF 2g Oust DIARIES] | COMES ANOTHER TERRIFYING MASTERPIECE 
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filmmakers. val, this brief (less than 13 min- ONE MORE CHANGE @i)\ THE CAME PLAN 
For the last two Saturdays of utes) movie packs quite a 2°00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 1:30. 3:85, 6:20. 8:45 

this month, today and on Nov punch. 

24; Cinekatipunan presenting REMIERE'THEATRE MA 

films of alumni from the presti- Forum 

gious Philippine High Schoolfor After the screening, “Red wees and sonates are nureto charge wiat 

the Arts (PHSA), in celebration Talk,” a forum with Raymond Catch the Cineplex Special 

ofthe school’s 30th anniversary. and Jon Red and Carol Bunoan- = 
Though film is not one of the Red, will be held, followed by a Shang Cineplex E-see Club 

art fields that students of the PH- live performance of the Makil- Eniey hae Pb es pee sect eb ai poets 

SA major in, many of its gradu- ing Ensemble band. ig Ea pree aerae 

ates are making a name for PHSA shares the limelight ae aaa 

themselves in cinema. An event with Miriam College on Nov. 

not to be missed, PHSA Nights at 24, with the latter presenting pi pantaas ap napa AEE me 

Mag:ners Cinekatipunan fea- student shorts. The PHSA pro- Etant erEyry trt 

tures not just films, but live per- gram, Mt. Collaboracion, as its (iaurateny 

formances and fora with its fea- title implies, showcases a mix of 

tured filmmakers, as well. documentaries, animation, 


Editorial films take center- shadowplay and dance. N WwW s H wE A S i 
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Spectacular... me 


isn't going to be of the battle- vanced. Though the characters’ A twice the trouble 
2 
z, 


field variety. As for the dragon skin still looks waxy and their 
that brings about the great eyesstill aren’tquite real enough, 
hero's end, well, it turns outto everything has a smoother and 
have a more personal connec- more integrated feel. 3 
tion to Beowulf. The movies action se- 

All these—questions of quences—and there are quite a 
parentage, lust for power, and few—are gratifyingly spectacu- 
plain old lust—are elements not lar, and the soft, appropriately 
present in the original, but they mythic lighting makes the medi- 

the story more oomph and um work. Its visual pyrotechnics 
make the titular character a and the occasionally amusing, 
more interesting person. anachronistic script will engage ATM BHAT 
i audiences. Jolie's gold-coated yD a o aroa 
Innovations presence alone is sure to attract 

People, however, don't flock a certain demographic. E 
to the cinemas for a film’s plot Still, despite being based on EM i ANT 
or characterization. “Beowulf” an actual epic, “Beowull.” the A ap wood City, 
is a movie whose innovations in movie, isn’t grand or powerful ja 
3-D animation and perfor- enough to be one itself. But, ova JOHNSON 
mance-capture technology then again, Zemeckis doesn't 
have long been awaited. seem to be aiming for that. b; 

Zemeckis, who’s been concen- ‘Yes, it’s fun to watch, but if 
trating on aking movies us “jou realy want 09 be wowed, =G warts AN 
digitalized medium since 2004s you'd best head to the nearest 
“The Polar Express,” shows us Imax cinema to get the com- 
how the technology has ad- plete 3-D experience! 
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AN 84YEAR-OLD ——————— him—he walked out 

man walked into Pa- of his kingdom and 

teros Mayor Joey Med- Lotus proceeded to the for- |? z D: 

in's office and said, “I est. He lived a simple ~ geven Days of 

want to donate a piece life and offered it to ji hlen 

ofland for you to build oh the Supreme Being, d 

a school on” Over- y 4 

joyed, Mayor Medina F: Ð Wealth J Katwoud City 

‘welcomed the offer of If such a king can 

Lt. Col. Agripino Man- give up all his wealth, 

alo. When word about R Valencia Why can't we do the illi 

the donation spread, 777 g same? Why do we A Willie Nepomuceno, 

people were amazed hold on to life's mate- N ber 17, 2007 

by Manalo's generous Bismark rial burdens? naa a 

offer. But, it was the —————————~— The materialistic 

‘old man’s desire to make a contri- society applauds those who ac- c 7 

bution to the town that he grew cumulate more and questions f: ? Cpa City 

up in. He wanted to share what those who have no appetite for x : ie 00 74 + OS1T-2EWCITY 

he had and leave'a legacy for fu- superficial riches. Some people f t 3 ok 

ture generations. don’t see the value of spiritual E Everts A Proma jos ent asd 248 
wealth. They seek security in ; 

flimsy and glittery shelters. g 

But, some people questioned Wise men are aware that ma- F v EASTWOOD 


the offer. This incident bringsto terial resources become truly f x EA o, 
mind a story in the ancient valuable only if they're used in 2 ë 
Vedic literatures about a power- the service of the Supreme Be- E 0 
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ful king who left his kingdom ing, and for the welfare of His 
after reaching his golden years. children. There's higher and X Ss i DIgiTAL 
In the twilight of his life, a deeper satisfaction in giving j besiege) 
great sage advised him to pre- one's life and possessions for f Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood Cty 
pare for his impending death the ultimate cause. There’s a J E. Rodrjguez Jr, Ave, (C-5) Quezon City 
and leave material opulence be-_ peace and happiness in serving A 
hind. He wanted to focusonthe the Supreme. 
actual goal ofhis existence—his On his journey “back home,” 
return to the spiritual realm! Manalo took a big step forward m $ 
‘One day, the citizens woke up by making a sincere offering. oe ee 687-6963 


and found the king gone. Hetook We can learn from his generosi- [»-, In Cinemas November 21 * IGUARANTEED SEATS 
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JOLIE. Plays the protagonist's 


gold-coated mother and monster. 
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Spectacular action scenes 


diversity 
arratives 


modern take 


By Noelani Torre 


IT MAY BE THE MOST FAMOUS, AS WELL 
as the only surviving Old English heroic 
epic poem in existence, but anyone who's 
had to read “Beowulf” for English Lit will 
tell you that it’s hardly what you'd call a 
page-turner, 

Though of much interest to historians and 
literary scholars, for most people, “Beowulf” 
has, unsurprisingly enough, been more of an 
ordeal to go through rather than something 
to be enjoyed. Director Robert Zemeckis’ ul- 
tra-modern cinematic take on this centuries- 
old tale, however, changes that. 


Original tale 

Injecting life, excitement, sex, and a 
good helping of camp to the story of a man 
battling a monster, the monster's mother 
and, later, 2 dragon, the novel's movie 
adaptation doesn't exactly remain faithful 
to the original tale, but your ordinary 
moviegoing public is probably not going to 
mind. 

The script, penned by author Neil 
Gaiman and “Pulp Fictions” co-writer, 
Roger Avary, has done away with many of 
the 3,183-line epics details, and its 
scriptwriters have added quite a few of 
their own, 

The plot's bare bones are still there: An 
old king's mead hall is being menaced by a 
monster; a hero from across the seas slays 
the monster, confronts the monster's moth- 
er, and later becomes king. After reigning 
for many years, he dies while killing anoth- 
er menacing monster (this time, a dragon) 

In the cinematic version, however, Be- 


spice up Zemeckis’ 


on Beowulf 


owulf (Ray Winstone) is not the clear-cut 
hero of old, but a flawed mortal whose mo- 
tivations aren't always noble and pure. 
‘Then, there's the monster Grendel's mother 
(who's a real monster in the poem). 

In the film, however, she is transformed 
into a 3-D performance-captured, nude An- 
gelina Jolie coated with gold. She drips 
with the promise of great power. As you can 
guess, Beowulf’s confrontation with her 


SPECTACULAR G3 


WINSTONE. Portrays the flawed hero in the 
big-screen adaptation of the only surviving 
Old English epic. 
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Bossa Nova Christmas 
November 16 & 23; Greenbelt 3 Park 
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Seussical The Musical 
November 16 to 18; 11:30am, 3pm & 6pm; Activity Center 


Repertory Philippines presents FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
November 9 - December 16, 2007 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 
or visit www.repertory-philippines.com 


Art Exhibition - 100 Best Entries & Winners 


18, 2007; Ground Floor 


For more info pis. all 767-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or emaii museum _Inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 


Rhythm Academy: Kyla with Tiples De Sto. Domingo 


November 17; 7pm; TriNoma Park 
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OS _ANGELES—PERHAPS 

Jake Gyllenhaal was just in a 

joking mood. Or maybe, be- 
cause his mom, scriptwriter Naomi 
Foner, was around, he wanted to 
keep the press con light. 

Jake always gives humor-tinged inter- 
views, but on this particular Sunday morn- 
ing, he was especially funny. Even on the 
few answers that he managed to be some- 
what serious, he couldn't help but end them 
with amusing quips. 

When told that sometimes people mis- 
take his acclaimed film, “Brokeback Moun- 
——_ tain,” for Robert Du- 
vall’s made-for-TV 
movie, 
Trail,” he disclosed 
that’ both movies 
employed the same 
make-up artist. 
Then, he quipped: 
“And that was Du- 
valls mustache 1 
wore in Broke- 
back.” 

Jake's impressive 
acting career is, of 
course, no joke. He's 
one of the finest young actors today. In the 
political thriller, “Rendition,” he costars 
with-rumored girlfriend, Reese Wither- 
spoon, but they don’t have scenes together. 
Also in the movie are Meryl Streep and Pe- 
ter Sarsgaard, who's married to the actor's 
equally gifted sister, Maggie Gyllenhaal. 


On-y IN 
Ho.tyw: 


Ruben V. 
Nepales 


Coveted role 

When Jake wants to play a role in a 
movie, he really goes after it. He confirmed 
how he called up director Sam Mendes at 2 
a.m. to ask for the coveted role in the Gulf 
War drama, “Jarhead.” He shares: “It was 
an honor to be able to call an A-list director 
and have the confidence to say, ‘I can play 
this part.” I told Sam, T will throw up in the 
sand for you!” 

In the following excerpts, note that this 
was Jake's press con with the journalists’ 
association we belong to, so not all ques- 
tions were mine. We can’t take all the cred- 
itor blame—for them: 

Peter told us that you have the best job 
in the world—being an uncle to Ramona 
(Peter and Maggie's baby)... 

It’s wonderful to see the dynamic of a 
family change when a new life comes 
along. Everybody becomes his best self, and 
not in a cheesy way. Maybe it’s actually 


“Broken “ 


== tl ` 
GYLLENHAAL. “Fatherhood requires presence of mind and 


oiak 


cheesy (laughing)—but never mind. It feels 

wonderful! Ramona is extraordinary per- 

son, like her parents! 

Are you looking forward to being a fa- 

ther someday? 

T know what a responsibility that is, and I 
Metre gro Gale’ 
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don’t say that in a romantic sense. It requires 
presence of mind and selflessness. I don't 
know if Ihave those qualities just yet, but be- 
ing a dad is something that I look forward to. 
You and Peter shaved your heads in 
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‘Jarhead.” Now, 
have beards. 

Peter and I are dating (laugh- 
ter). I can see the headlines 
now. Seriously, I look up to him. 
If he shaves his goatee, TII also 
shave mine (laughter). 

Did you grow your beard 
for a role? Do you like wear- 
ing one? 

Peter is merely doing it for 
vanity—he's really vain and full 
of himself (laughter). We all 
know he's a bad actor, so he 
needs to cover himself up. I, on 
the other hand, am doing it for 
a role (in “Brothers”). I'm play- 
ing a character who spends 
time in jail in the first part of the 
movie. 

It’s gotten toa point of weird- 
ness, because usually I grow my 
facial hair and it's okay. If it be- 
comes itchy, I shave it. But now, 
I have to keep the beard for the 
movie even if I want to shave it! 


Qualities 

What qualities do you ad- 
mire in Reese, as a person and 
an actress? 

She can grow a mean beard, 
that's for sure (laughter)! I don't 
know if you've seen her 
beard—it's amazing! She's one 
of the best actresses of her gen- 
eration—that's the truth. She's 
an incredible mother—she’s de- 
voted to her life and her work. 
But, every actor I look up to val- 
ues his life over his work. 

Will you comment on ru- 
mors that you are dating 
Reese? 

No. Apparently, I am dating a 
lot of people, not only of the op- 
posite sex (laughter)—it’s very 
interesting and amusing. 

The first time we inter- 
viewed you, you talked about 
not having enough sex... 

Are you offering or what? 
(Laughter) 

You talked freely during 
that interview. You have be- 
come a star since. So, has 
your sex life changed? 

Tve become an ascetic—t live 
in a cave now. That's why I am 
growing a beard. I have no sex, 
so T'm much more interesting! 


you both 


The last five years 

How has your life changed 
in the last five years? 

It hasn't changed much. But, 
Ihave gained some perspective. 
You can go two ways: You can 
buy into it, or it nudges you a 
little bit. For me, it nudged me 
into where I wanted to be. 

What have you learned 
about women from your 
mother and famous sister? 

I grew up with a particular 
type of woman—both my sister 
and mother know what they be- 
lieve in. I respect a woman's 
mind. I believe that women 
hold much of the power and en- 
ergy in the world. 

My respect for every woman I 
meet comes from them. But, 
anybody can open his eyes and 
spend some time with a woman 
and see how extraordi- 


SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 17, 2007 


Jake Gyllenhaal .. . 


GYLLENHAAL. “I respecta 
woman’s mind. | believe that 
women hold much of the power 
and energy in the world.” 


nary—sex is (laughing)! 

What advice have your par- 
ents given you on how to han- 
dle relationships? 

This year marks- the 30th 
wedding anniversary of my par- 
ents. A youhg man came up to 
my dad (Director Stephen Gyl- 
lenhaal) and asked him, 
“What's it like being married to 
the same woman for 30 years?” 
My dad answered, “She's not 
thesame woman.” 

Very good answer. 

Yes! 


Good friend 

Lance Armstrong (cycling 
champion) is a good friend of 
yours, And there are talks 
about you acting in a movie 
about the Tour de France. 

That would be amazing! 
Lance and I are good friends. 
We have actually been on the 
‘Tour together. I rode sections of 
it in the Alps with Lance, which 
was amazing! 

Did you make it? 

Yes, I did (laughing). You 
don’t ride the Alps with Lance 
Armstrong and not make it. The 
movie's not definite yet. Matt 
Damon is developing it, so it's 
his movie at this point. But, I 
would love to play Lance and 
make a movie about cycling, be- 
cause it's my favorite sport. 

You're not a Republican. 
How is it like to have a friend 
like Lance who's a staunch 
Republican? j 

I don't discriminate. Ihave 
many friends who express 
ferent opinions. You can have 
some fun that way. Otherwise, 
you're just in a bubble! 


Kitchen 

In recent interviews, you 
talked about going into (TV 
chef) Mario Batali’s kitchen to 
cook. 

My best friend is a chef. The 
only time we could ever hang 
out was when I went in his 
kitchen, because he keeps such 
crazy hours! And, I do cook 
with Mario, occasionally. 

Other than cooking and 
seeing your lover, Peter, what 
do you do for fun? 

T love that rumor (laughter), 
it'sso good. Putit out there! 


E-mail rvnepales_5585@ya- 
hoo.com, and read his blog, “The 
Nepales Report,” on www.in- 
quirerbloggers.net/nepalesre- 
port 


Toti Fuentes 
inspires again in 
comeback show 


By Remy M. Umerez 


TOTI FUENTES 
fights stomach can- 
cer with faith and 
music. He shares, "I 
feel death following 
me all the time, but 
there are more an- 
gels guarding me. 
Tve been rushed to a 
911 emergency so 
many times, and 
those angels always 
come to my rescue!” 

Toti started playing 
the piano at age 6 under the tute- 
lage of Sammy Casino and Mary 
Lee Willkom in Cagayan de Oro 
City. In 1969, he enrolled at the 
University of Santo Tomas’ Con- 
servatory of Music and studied 
under Prof, Bernardino Custodio. 


Spanish singer 

Toti was discovered by Don 
Juan Pedro while the Spanish 
singer from Barcelona was having 
dinner at Alba restaurant in Mani- 
la. Secretly, Toti's brother sent a 
note to Don Pedro asking him to 


Sy 


FUENTES. Holds 
concert fora cause. 


allow Toti to sit in 
with the band for a 
couple of songs. After 
hearing the talented 
pianist, Pedro hired 
him on the spot! 


Frustrated 
dancer 

‘otis performance 
style involves physi- 
cal gestures and fan- 
cy footwork. “Tm a 
frustrated dancer,” he 
discloses. 

In 1978, Fuentes 
migrated to the United States to 
find a new “source” of inspiration 
for his music. He recalls: “When I 
first heard Sergio Mendes’ music 
in the '60s, I prayed that, some- 
day, I could play with him, When 
I was about 7 years old, I would 
stand in front of a mirror and 
pretend that I was conducting a 
symphony orchestral” 

‘Years later, Toti got both of his 
childhood wishes, After his move 
tothe United States, he performed 
with Hollywood celebrities like 

Tory H4 
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A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS 


To have to hold 


Art: ARNEL A. AVETRIA. 
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IAPUT! NEA'T VMACGKAKA/SA 
Wes Ko J WA NGAYON 


NAFALAYA 
NA SIYA 


ZABAN SA (NYO 
ANE BAYAN 


KAY ED RANLILIO Dani 
INARA NYA VONS 
KAARNO MILON, 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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ACROSS 

1 Matter to be 
reckoned with 

9 Sketcher's 
need 

15 Stroke 

16 Herbal drink 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are a connector. You bring together opposing 
ideas, people and events. You are the glue that makes it happen. Private- 
Iy. you have high ideals and strong morais. You wil always work for your 
‘own security. You want your home to be dependable, secure and com- 
fortable. You leave very lite to chance. The year ahead will focus on part- 
nerships. 


Birthdate of: Martin Scorsese, director; Danny DeVito, actor; Lorne 
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2 Start of a 
recovery 


Michaeis, producer. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 


May 20): People no- 


By Josiah Breward 
Scranton, PA 


3 Studying 
intently 


4 October gem 


5 Flutter about 


6 Most on edge 


7 Program fle 
extension 
8 Lew of “Or. 


zimi iz] 


Kildare" movies 
9 Tiered bric-a- 


brac shelves 


10_TinTin 
11 Select for a 
duty 


imfolo|m =| 
Be Ogee 


12 Architect Eero 


or Ellei 
13 Making furious 


> lal 


14 Appraise once 
again 

21 The tickled 

25 Enough to go 
around. 

28 __ Gatos, CA 

29 Clumsy 

31 Porthos 
and Aramis 

33 Game rm. 

35 Gave 
recompense to 

36 Bologna tongue 


40 Gray shade 

43 London sheens 

44 Manama's 
country 

46 Martina of 
tennis 

48 Lacking a key 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This is a 
wondertui day to have 
loty discussions with 
others about polities, 
el and news in the media. 
tice you today. In 
some way, this could 
ting you favors, 
gilts, goodies or increased wealth. 
Don’t be afraid to fash your smile! 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
dune 20): You wil 
‘ore learning any- 
thing new today. 
You're restless and in 
need of some stimulation or a bit 
of adventure. Talk to people from 
dierent backgrounds and difer- 
ent cultures. Leam something! 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 2}: Secrets 
‘about someone eise's 
income—especially 
the wealth of part- 
ners—might come out today. Stay 
ina generous trame of mind. After 
all, what goes around comes 
around. (Be wisely salish.) 
LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Today the Moon 
is opposite your sign. 
‘This means that you 
have to go more than hallway 
when dealing with others, espe- 
Cally close friends and partners. 
Just listen to others very carefully. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
JÀ Sept. 22): Coopera- 
TB on with co-workers 
or colleagues can be 
‘Productive today. Not 
‘only wili you leam something, the 
63 Former queen ettonts of any kind of group activity 
of Spain’ can benefit you today. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 10 
Oct. 22}: This is a 
fun-loving, playful 
ay. Get outand enjoy 
yourself. Be open to 

‘meeting people from diferent 

backgrounds. Fira ittie! 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Now. 21}: Any kind of 
group gathering at 
home or a gathering 

can be pleasant and instructive to- 

day. You can expand your world by 
listening to others today. 


of family members 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21): Your 
‘optimism and enthu- 
siasm attract people 
to you today. You're 
keen to learn, and just as keen to 
teach. Similarly, other people want 
to listen to you or tell you some- 
thing! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

~A) to Jan. 19): This is a 

good day to discuss 

business and com- 

merce. I's aiso a good 

day tor shopping (less so in the 

evening). Working with others can 
be profitable tor you. 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20t0 

PB Feb. 18): All Aquan- 

‘ans are bom 50 years 

ahead of their time. 

Just remember: Its 

the ead dog who has the clearest 

view. Today you are particularly 
‘Successful at talking to others. 

alone today. This is 


O PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
how you wili be most 


March 20): Work be- 

hind the scenes or 
productive. (Seorets could be re- 
vealed to you) 
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unlikely. 


By Behn Cervantes 


A BABY DESTINED TO BE LORD 
Greystoke survives a plane crash in 
the African wildemess and is raised by 
apes. Eventually, he acquires simian 
dexterity and courage and becomes 
‘Tarzan, Lord of the Jungle, before he 
interacts with human beings again. 

‘The Ape-Man enjoys the best of 
both worlds. When Hollywood adapt- 
ed his adventures to the big screen, his 
story led to a highly profitable series 
topbilled by a string of he-men. 

One of the most successful actors 
to play Tarzan was Olympic swim- 
ming champ, Johnny Weismuller, 
who provided fans with exciting 
swimming and swinging scenes, and 
the best jungle yell of all—the 
Tarzans who came after him, like Lex 
Barker, Gordon Scott, Jock Mahoney 
and Ron Ely, had to “copy” his yell! 


Mischievous monkey 

In the story, Tarzan is joined by 
Jane, who teaches him English while 
instructing him on how to properly 
conduct himself as a Lord. Soon, they 
are joined by a lad, appropriately 
christened Boy, and a clever but mis- 
chievous monkey named Cheetah. 

Cheetah proved so appealing 


that, in time, producers thought of 
creating a giant ape called King 
Kong. However, while Cheetah was 
an amusing little comic imp, King 
Kong was a tragic figure out of syne 
with time and progress. 

The giant ape is captured in his 
natural abode and made a laughable 
exhibit by profit-motivated human 
beings. Only a blonde beauty shows 
him sympathy and understanding. 

To nobody's surprise, the mon- 
strous ape with a vulnerable heart 
is soon smitten by the beautiful 
maiden. The villains turn out to be 
the trespassing humans who in- 
trude upon King Kong's quiet albeit 


“MIGHTY JOE YOUNG.” Starred 
Charlize Theron in its 1998 
incarnation. 
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“KING KONG.” The monstrous, 
creature with a vulnerable heartis, 
smitten by a beautiful maiden. 


primitive existence. 

Kong meets his doom when he is 
shot off the top of the Empire State 
Building, a symbol of man’s techno- 
logical progress. This simple story, 
spiced with love, action and adven- 
ture, captured viewers’ imagination, 
To this day, Fay Wray is remembered 
as Kong's first captive damsel. 


Big-budget spectacles 

Indeed, apes make unlikely screen 
heroes. King Kong was so appealing 
that new versions were again pro- 
duced recently, Those remakes were 
big-budget spectacles that updated 
the story’s theme for today's audi- 
ences, Kong proved so sympathetic 
that another ape named Joe Young 
was created for the silver screen. 

“Mighty Joe Young” likewise chron- 
idles the ape's capture and his crue! 
transfer to the big city. Like Kong, Joe 
falls in love with a girl, played in the 
1949 version by sex kitten, Terry 
Moore. Interestingly, the movie was 
also directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack, 
who helmed the original “King Kong.” 

The story of Joe Young was re- 
vived in 1998, starring Charlize 
‘Theron, who, soon after, won a Best 
Actress Oscar for her performance 


in the film, “Monster.” 
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By Rica Arevalo 


THE ANIMATION 
Council of the Philip- 
pines Inc. (ACPI) is 
cooking up an excit- 
ing, all-Filipino com- 
petition and show- 
case for about a hun- 
dred animation 
shorts in the upcom- 
ing “Animahenasyon 
2007 i 
tion Festival” fr 
Nov. 21 to 27 at Robinsons Gal- 
leria's IndieSine. 

We have many success stories 
of Filipino animation artists mak- 
ing it big in Hollywood studios 
like Pixar, Dreamworks and Di 
ney. We sat down with ACPI ex- 
ecutive director Avic Hagan and 
festival director Ricky Orellana 
to talk about their noble project. 


Creative outlet 

Tagan observes: “Filipinos are 
skilled, so at some point, they 
look for a creative outlet. When 
you outsource projects, you 
merely follow what's asked of 
you. We want to encourage ani- 
mators to have a say in the devel- 
opment of a concept or story to 
enhance and prove their creativi- 
ty—thar’s why ‘Animahenasyon’ 
isan all-Filipino festival.” 

“This is the Olympics of Pinoy 
animation,” Orellana agrees. 
“This is the only local competition 
organized especially for anima- 
tion. Since I attended both the Hi- 
roshima and Annecy film fests, I 
was able to observe the nitty-grit- 
ty details of organizing a festival. 
We hope ‘Animahenasyon’ be- 
comes successfull” 

The Annecy International An- 
imated Film Festival (Festival du 
Film d’Animation du Annecy) 
and the Hiroshima International 
Animation Film Festival are two 
of the world’s havens for anima- 
tors to showcase their works. 

In 1998, my short film wasin- 
vited for exhibition in Hiroshi- 


Toti Fuentes. . 


Andy Williams, La Toya Jackson, 
Natalie Cole, Aretha Franklin, the 
Platters and the Lettermen. 

Toti performed with Anna Fegi 
in the concert, “Perfect Pais” at 
Merks Bar Bistro in Greenbelt last 
Nov. 15, and in “The Scent of 
Home” at Mandarin Orientals 
Captain's Bar on Nov. 22. It was 


local animators 


ma. It was interesting to watch 
only animated films for one 
week. And the highlight for 
filmmakers was not the screen- 
ing of our films, but the bond 
that developed among anima- 
tors and filmmakers. 

‘The Japanese organizers were 
so hospitable that they brought 
us on a cruise with international 
animators, and organized a 
beach party with stop-motion 
animation pioneer, Ray Harry- 
hausen, in attendance. 

In ‘Animahenasyon,” aside 
from film screenings, there will 
bea two-day conference in which 
successful Filipino’animators like 
Pixar's Ronnie del Carmen will 
talk about story development 
and animation production. 

The festival received more 
than 150 entries from all over 
the country. Call 438-2983 loc. 
150 or151, or e-mail animation- 
council @gmail.com, 


Promising entries 

Promising entries from fresh, 
young talents include Kristian 
“Titay” Rebueno’s “Red Bal- 
loon,” Kenny Lyn Ta's “Ulan,” 
Ramon del Prado's “I Am the Su- 
perhero,” Nelson “Blog” Caligu- 
ia Jr’s “Inday Wanda” and Jeff 
Capili’s “Malaya.” 

Moreover, the works of veteran 
animators like Roxlee’s “Left 
Tum,” Ellen Ramos’ “En El Baño 
Con Frida,” and Juan Alcazaren's 
“Sweet Cheeks” will also be fea- 
tured. 


‘© From page H2 


Toti who introduced the curly- 
haired songstress as a solo artist to 
Manila audiences. 

Fegi has since made a name for 
herself in the music scene. She re- 
cently finished her year-long stint 
playing the coveted role of Nala in 
“The Lion King” at Disneyland 
Hong Kong. 
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NOW SHOWING 
insight, 


BREATHES 


By Rito P. Asilo 


“One More Chance” 

D: Cathy Garcia-Molina 

S: John Lloyd Cruz, Bea Alonzo, Derek 
Ramsay and Maja Salvador 


IN CATHY GARCIA-MOLINAS LATEST 
film, “One More Chance,” the filmmaker 
examines romantic relationships with far 
Jess crowd-pleasing tricks than are usual in 
Star Cinema’s rom-com vehicles. As a re- 
sult, she imbues the John Lloyd Cruz-Bea 
Alonzo starrer with a deeper and more co- 
hesive perspective. 
For the most part, Molina succeeds in dis- 
secting the unusual love story of Popoy 
(Cruz), and Basha (Alonzo), lovers who find 
themselves drifting apart after five years. In- 
terestingly, the lovers don't really fall out of 
love—they merely find themselves unable to 
cope with the changes that come with adult- 7 
hood and maturity. CRUZ AND ALONZO. Don’t; 
As Basha struggles to understand the themotions—they really go for the thespic 
growing resentment she feels for Popoy’s jugular. 
bossy demeanor, the 
latter tightens his 
domineering hold 
over his indecisive, 
subservient girl- 
friend as he begins 
to contemplate a life 
of wedded bliss. 
Basha eventually 
finds her own 
voice—a successful 
career, artistic 
growth, financial se- 
‘curity, etc—after she 
gathers enough 
courage to break up 
‘with Popoy, who falls 
apart when she 
breaks the news to p Pn 3 
him. s: P: eet 
But, when Basha Ë, ae: is wire? a? $ 
sees Popoy with his f r 
a ed > ‘ 4 j GLORIETTA 3, AYALA CENTER TEL# 6162530, ALABANG TOWN CENTER TEL# 8500040, 
OA E AS Yo MALL OF ASIA TEL#S560315, THE PO D 1 U M TEL# 6374010, 
tee Ger a aes 1 NUTS THE BLOCK TEL# 4420108, TRINOMA TEL# 9013572, ROBINSONS BACOLOD TELW#(034)4411165 
T wate J Bip j SOON TO OPEN BONIFACIO HIGH STREET 
do to make amends? >, Pasalubong ng Papar. 
INSiGHTII2 ataa sam ooenamrus mammat T i 
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Eat good, live ‘bad’ longer. Whatever lifestyle you choose, it's always a good choice to be healthy with our pure, natural and organic products. healthy Options 
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Goldie Hawn supports programs 
promoting culture, human rights 


NEW YORK—GOLDIEHAWN p 
recently expressed support 
for two film programs aimed 
at showcasing amateur and 
professional films as a way to 
promote cultural under- 
standing and uphold human 
rights. 

The Academy Award win- 
ner met with organizers of 
Pangea Day, a one-day event 
which is named after what 
scientists believe was the gi- 
ant land mass that encom- 


passed all of today’s conti- HAWN. Wants to help 
children deal with stress. 


nents. 


Positive change 

Organizers of the program, scheduled for 
May 10 next year, will present amateur and 
professional films in an effort that they 
hope will “encourage humanity and cat- 
alyze positive change.” 

“This threads together commonality—it 
brings together something in a deeply po- 
larized world,” Hawn said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. She said she was 
drawn to Pangea Day “because everyone 
has a story, and film is a very emotional 
medium” to tell it. 

Plans for the program include linking 


RICEFIELD IN BUTUAN." One of Navasero's 
photographs for her “Earth” series. 


WIRANG 
PE A 


screening venues in New 
York, Cairo, London, Ramal- 
lah, Rio de Janeiro, Tel Aviv, 
India and Rwanda, for televi- 
sion and Internet broadcasts. 

“Working in film, you learn 
that the goal is to tell perti- 
nent stories," Hawn shared. 
She noted that the project al- 
so appealed to her because of 
the power of filmmaking, 
which gives others a forum in 
which they can relay their 
stories and possibly touch 
lives. 

Pangea Day was created by 
documentary filmmaker, Je- 
hane Noujaim, after she won the TED Prize 
tbat provided $1 million and access to top 
thinkers in technology, entertainment and 
the arts to aid projects with global ambi- 
tions. 


Award 
-The award, whose winners include for- 
mer President Bill Clinton and Harvard bi- 
ologist E.O. Wilson, grants recipients one 
wish to change the world. 
Noujaim, who founded Pangea Day, is best 
known as director of “Control Room,” a film 
‘which went behind the scenes at the pan-Arab 


satellite channel, al-Jazeera—an independent 
station that has garnered both strong praise 
and criticism for its coverage of events in the 
Middle East. 

‘Along with Hawn, others who have thrown 
support behind the project include Rwandan 
President Paul Kagame, who views it as an op- 
portunity to break the singular association 
people have with the 1994 Rwandan geno- 
cide, Pangea organizers disclosed. 

Hawn, who won the Oscar for Best Sup- 
porting Actress in the 1969 movie, “Cactus 
Flower” said that plans were on hold for a 
movie that would have scenes filmed in India, 

She said “Ashes to Ashes," a movie she 
wiote about a New Yorker who travels to 
India to bury her husband's ashes, was “still 
being financed,” and that a deal had not yet 
been signed. 


Curriculum 

But, she said she remains busy with her oth- 
er projects, including her work for The Hawn 
Foundation, whose stated mission is to estab- 
lish a curriculum and pilot programs to help 
children understand their own thoughts and 
feelings, and respond in healthy and responsi- 
ble ways. 

“One of the problems children have today is 
stress,” Hawn said. “I sat down and wor 
dered: ‘What can we do?” AP 


‘Art of Life’ 


FIVE PHOTOGRAPHERS, RECIPIENTS OF 
the Panasonic Lumix digital camera with Le- 
ica lens, are involved in Panasonic Philip- 
pines’ "Art of Life’ photo exhibit, currently on 
view at the second floor of the LRI Design 
Plaza, 210 Nicanor Garcia st, Bel-Air I, 
Makati City. The show runs until Nov. 26. 

For two days, Wig Tysman shot in a flower 
shop to capture “Water” on roses and came up 
with Hallmark-type images. “Metal” was the 
subject assigned to Jeanne Young, who, like 
me, is a graduate of Advertising Photography 
at Brooks Institute in Santa Barbara, Califor- 
nia. She also came up with dazzling photos. 
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Mandy Navasero\ 


For his part, Raffy Paredes worked with 
low-intensity lighting to capture “Fire.” He 
photographed fire-eating performers, light- 
ed candles on birthday cakes, and smokers. 


Subject matter 

‘Travel photographer George Tapan cap- 
tured stunning scenes—a wooden bridge,- 
mist-filled trees on a mountain, etc.—in Bo- 
hol and other places in the country for his 
subject matter, "Woo pegs 

T tackled “Earth” in pictures culled from 
commissioned works that brought me to a 
rice field in Butuan, the Liloan rive? ifthe 
northern part of Cebu, and to Batanes’ Boul- 
der Beach and its volcanic andesite stones. 

The LRI Design Plaza's “Gifts and House- 
ware Sale” includes some 36 participating 
stores. Call 895-5470 or 895-1772. 

Our Batanes Photo Safari is giving a P2,000 
discount for trips scheduled from January to 
May next year if you register between Nov. 16 
to 26. Email us at mandynavasero@ya- 
hoo.com, or visit wwwmandynavasero.com. 


Insight . . . rompeu 


‘The movie initially falters by taking an un- 
conventional expositional style that con- 
founds more than it clarifies—it utilizes a 
cheeky, comedic style to introduce the story's 
dual narrative strands (Popoy's and Basha’s). 

Unfortunately, the storytelling tack then 
becomes protracted and soon feels lan- 
guorous and self-indulgent. Moreover, for a 
Star Cinema production, the film’s photog- 
raphy is surprisingly not as polished. 

However, when Molina finally decides to 
take her subject matter seriously, we see the 
subtext-coated directorial insight that is 
initially cluttered by her attempt to use wit 
and the requisite sight gags to generate hu- 
mor and light-hearted fun. 

The production's best assets are its leads 
and its talented supporting cast. It’s not hard 
to be drawn to Cruz and Alonzo's characters 
because the talented pair doesn't just go 
through the motions—they really go for the 
thespic jugular! You see the consistency of 
the characters’ respective journeys, so 
choosing a side doesn’t come easy for the en- 
gaged viewer. After all, isn't life a series of 
hard decisions and ambiguous choices? 

Cruz knows how to make viewers em- 
pathize with him, but so does the lovely 
Alonzo, who looks lovelier without the un- 
wanted fat. Their undeniable chemistry, 
dramatic instinct and timing fuel Molin: 
intelligent romantic drama. Giving Cruz 
and Alonzo ample support are Derek Ram- 
say and Dimples Romana, who come up 
with above-par performances as Popoy and 
Basha's friends and confidantes. 

‘There is, however, one lovely actress who 
almost runs away with the movie: Maja Sal- 
vador, who uses every second of her limited 
screen time to provide the necessary con- 
flict between the two leading characters. 
Her break-up scene (with Cruz) alone 
demonstrates the young actress’ depth and 
intelligence—an award-worthy, head-turn- 
ing stealing turn, indeed! We can’t wait to 
see her in more challenging roles! 

With Cruz, Alonzo and Salvador's help, 
Molina’s film deftly examines the anatomy 
and psychology of a break-up and reminds 
viewers that pain and failure are sometimes 
integral to growing up. As Ramsay's charac- 
ter advises, “It takes grown-ups to make re- 
lationships work!” 
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Tita Muñoz’ S, luminous artistry 
pire 


continues to ins 


younger thi 


By Nestor U. Torre 


BORN AUG. 14, 1925, TITA 
Muñoz grew up into a beautiful, 
sensitive and talented young wom- 
an who made a name for herself in 
various capacities in the performing 
arts and media. 

Her exceptional beauty was com- 
plimented by a distinctive speaking 
voice and an artistic intelligence 
that enabled her to excel in differ- 
ent fields. 


Radio announcer 

She started in entertainment as a 
radio announcer on dzBB. She did 
so well that she was quickly pro- 
moted to production manager of 
dzBC, then dzAQ—the first woman 
in Manila to hold the post. 

She also pioneered on television 
as one of the then new medium’s 
first writers, producers and pro- 
gram hosts, on d2AQ-TV Eventual- 
Jy, she became the production man- 
ager of the first government TV sta- 
tion, Channel 10. 

But, it was in the field of acting 
that Tita truly came into her own. In 
the theater, her luminous and in- 
sightful performances in plays like 
“The Cocktail Party,” “Suddenly 
Last Summer,” “Lysistrata,” “Sorry, 


‘THE THEATER icon was alsoa 
pioneering radio-TV talent. 


THE MANY moods of the lovely actress (above and below). 


Wrong Number” 
“Skin of Our Teeth,” 
“The Blood of God,” 
and works by Shake- 
speare made her the 
toast ofthe town. 
National Artist 
Rolando Tinio regard- 
ed Tita as his artistic 
muse, and directed 
her in a number of 
memorable produc- 
tions, including two 
plays that he wrote for 
her, “Claudia and Her 
Mother” and -“Ies 
April, What Are We Doing Here?” 


Outstanding work 

Tita also did outstanding work as 
a film actress, starring in memo- 
rable films like “Flight of the Spar 
row” and “Run with the Devil,” as 
well as appearing in some pored 
tional productions. 

In Filipino films, her notable por- 
trayals were in movies like “Lilet,” 
“Stardoom,” “Pahiram ng Isang 
Umaga,” “Madrasta,” “Tulisang Pu- 
got,” “Kahit Wala Ka Na sa Akin” 


Timberlake helps Duran Duran 


NEW YORK—MORE THAN 25 
years after the release of its first al- 
‘bum, '80s pop group, Duran Duran, is 
still leaming new tricks—this time, 
from US hip-hop mogul, Timbaland, 
and pop sensation, Justin Timberlake. 

Simon LeBon, Nick Rhodes, John 
‘Taylor and Roger Taylor joined forces 
with the US stars for their 13th album, 
“Red Carpet Massacre.” 

“What they taught us was that you 
had to be quick, and that first ideas 
are often the best ones. We have made 
quite a few albums that went through 
long, tortuous processes,” drummer 
Roger Taylor told Reuters. 


First single 

Former Mouseketeer Timberlake 
produced and sang on the first single, 
‘Falling Down,” while Timothy “Tim- 
baland” Mosley produced and is fea- 
tured on three tracks. Another eight 
songs were produced by Duran Duran 
and Nate “Danja” Hils, who also 
worked with Britney Spears on her 
Tatest album. 

“Ies a real collaboration. We havent 
really written with that many artists be- 
fore,” said keyboardist Rhodes. Lead 
singer Simon LeBon said the 
‘band—with each member in his 40s, 
and with, more than 85 million albums 
sold—is always looking ahead. He says 
that the group is aware of new music. 

“We tend to look at other artists 
who are making great records now, 
of which Timbaland and Timber- 
Take have been at the forefront over 


soon as we got the opportunity to 
work with them, it was like ‘Yes, 
who wouldn't?” 

Not only has Duran Duran been 
taking notes, so has Timber- 
lake—who was bom the same year 
the boys of Duran Duran released 
their first album—says a Billboard re- 
view of “Falling Down.” “Duran Du- 
ran has remained relevant enough 
without any outside help through the 
years. Is this kid going to contempo- 
rize the band into an object of 
ridicule?,” it asked. 


Versatility 

“Thankfully, ‘Falling’ demon- 
strates surprising versatility from 
‘Timberlake. The song is true to Du- 
ran Duran’s beloved melodic im- 
print, demonstrating that Timber- 
lake is the one who's learning new 
tricks here,” Billboard added. 

Nylon magazine described the al- 
bum as Duran Duran gett 


and “Texas.” 

Tita was even busi- 
er on television, 
where her frequent 
portrayals on the ac- 
claimed anthology 
drama, “Balintataw,” 
were deeply appreci- 
ated by viewers. She 
also performed in TV 
series like “Victoria 
Hills” and “Sana Ikaw 
NaNga.” 


NY] Portrayals 

Inall ofher theater, 
‘TV and film portrayals, Tita set the 
highest thespic standards, prompt- 
ing the best directors to cast her in 
their productions. Aside from 
Rolando Tinio, they included Na- 
tional Artists Gerardo de Leon, 
Lamberto V. Avellana, Lino Brocka 
and Eddie Romero. 

Now in her 80s, Tita Mufioz con- 
tinues to inspire younger thespians 
with the celebrated excellence of 
her many multimedia portrayals, 
her abiding love for the performing 
arts—and her luminous artistry! 


get ‘sexy hack’ 
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QURAN DURAN. Have 
released their 13th studio 

_albym, “Red Carpet 
Massacre.” 


one of Timberlake's hit singles. 

The group initially recorded an al- 
bum titled “Reportage” as a follow-up 
to 2004's “Astronaut,” which was the 
first album by all the original mem- 
bers—the current quartet plus Andy 
Taylor—since 1983. 


Relationship 

‘Taylor again decided to leave the 
band last year. LeBon jokingly de- 
scribed the split as “dodgy stuff,” 
while Rhodes more diplomatically ex- 
plained: “We drifted apart. It was a re- 
lationship that didn’t work anymore. 
He wanted something different.” 

Taylors departure turned out to be 
a catalyst for working with Timba- 
Jand, Timberlake and Hills that led to 
recording a new album, which the 
band said was also heavily influenced 
by “the tempo of modem life." 

But, older fans need not worry 
about the new collaboration: 
Rhodes reiterated, “It’s very much a 
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TITA (left, with her 
family) was a beauty 
even asa young girl. 


“Hilarious...SUPERBAD 
packs in more gut-busting laughs: 
than yout be able to count." 


“A comedy in the tradition 
of AMERICAN PIE, 
only miles smarter 
and much funnier” 
Karan Durbin 
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SUN CELLULAR SPONSORS AXN’S 
‘AMAZING RACE ASIA 2” 


‘Sun Cellular joined AXN in the Amazing Race Mall 
Challenge held recently in Trinoma Mall as part of 
the promotional activities for Season 2 of "The 
"Amazing Race-Asia.” Shown in photo are (from 
left) Terri Reed, Froilan Ambrocio and Aiza Tibayan 
of Team Sun Cellular; Angie Neoh, marketing 
‘manager of Sony Pictures Entertainment Networks 
Asia; Jojo Gestani, senior marketing manager of Sun, 
and Henry Reed. The Reeds formed one of the two 
teams from the Philippines who took part in “The 
‘Amazing Race-Asia 2.” 
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Crowne Plaza 
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‘WHAT IS THANKSGIVING AND WHY DOES 
Roast Turkey always seem to be the highlight of 
a Thanksgiving dinner? Thanksgiving Day 
originated from a celebration held by the En- 
glish Pilgrims who moved to the Plymouth 
Colony in Massachusetts for a bountiful harvest 
after a grueling journey from their home coun- 
tty. Nowadays, Thanksgiving has evolved to be 
the second most important family celebration 
in America, next to Christmas of course. 
‘Though there is no real evidence that the tradi- 
tion of serving turkey for Thanksgiving Dinner 
originated from the Pilgrim's first thanksgiving, 
there were some references mentioning wild 
turkeys or of “four men out fowling” returning 
with turkeys, ducks and geese. History or no 
history however, turkey has become a promi- 
nent symbol of Thanksgiving celebrations 
worldwide. 


FOR BUSINESS OR LEISURE, COURTYARD 
Inn places you perfectly in the heart of Subic 
Bay Freeport Zone. It is within easy walking 
distance to many Subic Bay's attractions and is 
just 15 minutes drive away from Subic Bay In- 
ternational Airport. The hotel's 38 well-ap- 
pointed rooms indude free wireless high 
speed intemet access (Wi-Fi), multi-channel 
cable TV, IDD/NDD telephone system, 24- 
hour running hot and cold water and fully 
stocked mini-bar Enhancing service excel- 


THE CSB HOTEL IN CLOSE COORDINA- 
tion with the De La Salle College of Saint 
Benilde Schoo! of Hotel & Restaurant and 
Institution Management would be staging a 
Pre-Christmas Charity Bazaar on Nov. 13- 
16, in front of the Angelo King Building at 
Arellano Ave. corner Estrada St. in Malate, 
Manila from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m. 

The bazaar in cooperation with the 


= DISCOVERY SUITES 


INDIGENT KIDS CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN 


iren from Nayon ng Kabataan were treated to a fun-filled day 


at Holiday Inn 


This year, Holiday Inn Galleria Manila will 
help you avoid the dreaded task of preparing 
turkey for your Thanksgiving dinner at home. 
Roast Turkey, with cranberry sauce, a choice of 
traditional or special stuffing and a side dish of 
sweet potatoes will grace the carving station of 
its buffet restaurant, Fab. Celebrate a Turkey 
Funch or dinner with your loved ones at the reg- 
ular buffet price of P750++ per person. 

Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner daily, 
FAB offers a fabulously diverse buffet, at an 
equally delicious price. Menus at FAB include 
rotisserie chicken, lamb and beef spare ribs; 
char-grilled beef, pork, chicken and selected 
seafoods and skewered vegetables; Mongolian 
and Hot Pot dishes with a choice of sauces and 
condiments, and a special feature of tableside 
preparations like Halo-halo, tropical fruit 
flambes, hot chocolate with native desserts or 


lence, the hotel provides complimentary in- 
room tea/coffee/bottled water and newspa- 
per everyday. Accommodation also includes 
free breakfast for two at the fine dining restau- 
rant Aresi. Courtyard Inn has also launched 
the VIP Membership program. For an annual 
membership fee of P6,000 only, you are enti- 
ded to have complimentary stay at the Deluxe 
Room for two nights upon signing in, and an- 
other complimentary night on your 11th visit. 
You'll also be privileged to get discounts from 


Holy Trinity Parish Church in Estrada 
Street has for its objective to extend edu- 
cational assistance to the underprivi- 
Jeged children through this annual 
event 

Shoppers can enjoy a range of import- 
ed and local products to include elec- 
tronics, clothes, shoes, bags, various gift 
items, accessories and many more to 


simple Sago't Gulaman in Buko Shell 

FAB is located at the 4th level of Holiday Inn 
Galleria Manila in Ortigas. It is also easily ac- 
cessible through the hotel's 4th level entrance 
from Robinsons Galleria Mall. For inquiries and 
reservations, call 633-7111. 

Relax. its Thanksgiving at Holiday Inn. 


The perfect place to stay in Subic 


‘Networx Jetsports for the water sports enthu- 
siasts, Gerry's Grill (Subic branch), Aresi 
Restaurant, Zoobic Safari, FSC facilities such 
asthe All Hands Beach, Jest Camp and the Ex- 
treme Adventure Park 

For inquiries contact Courtyard Inn at 
(047)252-2366; Sun Cell no.: 0922-882- 
0734; e-mail: courtyard@subictel.com. For 
corporate and/or group bookings and func- 
tions, contact sales department at tele-fax 
no.: (047)252-2367. 


Pre-Christmas Charity Bazaar ’07 at CSB 


choose from. The bazaar will also show- 
case a variety of scrumptious food prod- 
ucts for the hungry stomach. 

For further details and inquiries please 
contact the events marketing committee 
at 400-3333 local 502, 503 and 511, 
Monday to Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and look for Allan, Bern, Ann, 
Camille, Jerome or Philip. 


‘Tropezz November happenings 


‘TROPEZZ IN GREENBELT IS 


the place to be this Nox 
as one of the hottest b 
Manila will feature the 
top musical acts -and 


for the entire month. Musicians 
from different genres will take 


the stage from Monday 


urdays. Monday means Acous- 
tic Night, with Pure Vibes pro- 
viding a steady stream of 


acoustic guitar-driven 


melodies. Tuesday is Ladies’ 
Night, with First Circle playing 
mellow romantic pop music. 

Everyone can look forward to 
Winston Night every Wednes- 
day, when four popular bands 


Impact and Composed will play 
a variety of retro music. Aside 
from the regular featured acts; 
Tropezz will also play host to 
special events this November. 
On Nov. 23 the main dining 
room will be closed from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. to make way for a 
company exclusive event, but 
Major Impact will perform af- 
terwards. Music fans shouldn't 
miss Rockin Revival on Nov. 
23, where Filipino musicians 
will cover songs by the greatest 
music icons in history. Aside 
from offering great music, 
Tropez serves unique culinary 
concoctions based on a variety 
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The Sulo Hotel 


Prince Plaza Il 
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Maa Cy 
03215; 


BSA Mansion 
108 enaider St 
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Taal Vista Hotel 
Sergey Fong & 
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REUZ, 346) 413-1000 
taisa @fvegohoreis com 


Asian Mansion I 
107 Dela Rosa Se. 
Legaspi Vilage 
Maat Ci 
644-5061 


Garden Heights 
269 Rodriguez Se Ave. 
New Mania, Quezon Cy 
ka 


White Rock Hotel 
Bo. Matar Sube Zambales 
TeL 421- 2781-82 
(047)- 252-2657 


as: aoe guests of Discovery Suites’ ‘Bewitched’ Halloween Party 
recently. Nayon ng Kabataan (The Village for the Youth) is the 
National Centre for neglected, exploited, abused, abandoned, and 
orphaned children under the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development. Built in 1968, the facility seeks to care, rehabilitate 
and protect children with the end goal of re-integrating them to 
their families and communities. The Village provides a 
comprehensive package of social services which includes home life 
services, training on productivity skills, medical, health and 
‘educational services. Legal assistance is also provided, when 
necessary. Wards of Nayon ng Kabataan, shown in photo with 
Discovery Suites General manager Bobby Horrigan were accorded 
VIP privileges and had full access to all of the hotel's Halloween 
activities like face-painting, a sumptuous brunch, parlor games, and 
Halloween gift packs from sponsors. They also enjoyed front row 
seats to the magic show by the talented Master Dem, courtesy of 


Mentos, Monde, Star Fruits, Star Pops, Magnolia and Jellyace. 


‘THE MALAYAN PLAZA’S ROOM bea 
Avail of the Malayan Plaza's 


P4,800net and P5, 100net for 

the one-bedroom superior 

and de luxe respectively; and 

6,L00net for a overnight stay at the two-bedroom superior. Still on-going 
this monthis the Suite November deals. For an overnight accommodation 
ata one-bedroom deluxe unit at a package rate of P3,900+ +, enjoy the 
‘comforts of one of the country's most excellent serviced residence. Rates 
are valid for local residents and foreigners with ACR only until Nov. 30, and 
are subject to 10 percent service charge and prevaling government taxes. 
For mare information, contact The Malayan Piaza at (02)706-0055, or e- 
‘mail sales@quantumsuites.com; website: www.thernalayanplaza.com. 


Viva Video, Country Style, Paracetamol Biogesic for Kids, Jacken’ Jill, 
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Restaurants 
757 1928/771 1388 999 12341751 8296 


NRA = ana 
Palausdaan Restaurant Coffeeshop 


Barangay Dapdap., 60 Pioneer St 
Taras 
(042) 3-3529 


ern 


Body Welness Mediterranean 


Remy 22, 
Caupeway Seafood _ Clawiatdy 
atone 


‘Cale 


‘Greant 
8944032 


G 


FFs Gril 


y Timog. QC. 
PERS 


Kopirou Davao 
102313016009 


will perform. Tropezz will also 
be opened up to the public free 

+ of charge. On Thursdays, 
‘Shayne with the Brown Sugar 
will play for RnB Night. The fun 
is doubled every Friday, which 
is Double Band Night, as Major 


Legend Villas 
Yuletide treat 


CHRISTMAS IN THE PHILIP- 
pines is traditionally observed 
the longest, and this early 
not uncommon to hear Christ- 
mas carols and see the season's 
trimmings and lanterns adorn 
even the most humble of 
dwellings. 

Shopping malls and shops 
as well as hotels and restau- 
rants are also not far behind. 
Fully made up for the season, 
they entice customers to shop 
offering various merchandise 
for presents to family, friends, 
colleagues and loved ones. 

The Legend Villas’ Lola 
Maria Coffeeshop tries to 
bring good warmth and cheer 
this season of giving with pas- 
tries and traditional delicacies 
which would surely bring de- 
light to everyone’s heart. 

On the holiday table are cin- 
namon roll, lemon squares, 
ensaymada and cakes. The 
cakes come in various flavors, 
all of which are all-time fa- 
vorites-chocolate, sans rival, 
banana choco or the classic 
choco. 

Maricel Leonardo, newly 


of cuisines, including Chinese, 
Thai, French, Spanish, Ameri- 
can, and of course, Filipino. The 
restaurant-bar, which can 
house up to 250 people, is open 
from Mondays to Sundays from 
11 a.m. to 1 a.m. the next day. 


ha 


GRANDMA'S Chocolate Cake 


traditional Filipino cuisine in 
its menu-be it desserts in the 
coffee shop or in buffet meals 
in its restaurant. This Christ- 
mas, Legend Villas helps make 
the festivities complete as 
these delicacies are usually 
the ones everybody looks for- 
ward to. 

These sinfully irresistible 
delicacies and excitingly deli- 
cious cakes come in handy and 
can be taken home or to the of- 
fice. It can also be a welcome 
present anybody can give. For 
inquiries or reservations, visit 
Legend Villas’ Lola Maria Cof- 
appointed sous chef of the feeshop at 60 Pioneer St., 
Legend Villas shares the hotel Mandaluyong City, or call 
has been known for serving 633-1501 to 10. 
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TRINOMA: 
TRANSFORMING 
A CITY UP NORTH - 


Ayala Malls unveils another entertainment, 


‘shopping, and dining destination—TriNoma (Triangle in 
‘Northern Metro Manila). Located at the comer of North ~ i 4 
Avenue and EDSA, Quezon City, it offers a sanctuary; w 
Tp people from all walks of life away from the hustle, “ 

3 and the bustle of the city. 


nigh aaa Soin a 
_A WHOLE NEW MALL EXPERIENCE \ 


‘TriNoma’s distinct architecture simply stands out against sprawling 
structures at the North, It is a perfect balance of modem design, 
natural beauty and functionality primed to make its mark in the 
northem horizon. At the mall’s facade, there's a refreshing water 
feature laden with foliage that leaps rhythmically from level to level, 


© gracefully welcoming mallers with splashes of green. Once inside, } 
tons of surprises lie ahead making them leave all worries at the \ 
doorstep. i 


‘There is a spacious Activity Center, where world-class shows and 
"special performances can be watched; seven state-of-the-art theaters 
offering a cinematic experience that will dazzle the senses; a truly 
soothing park situated on two levels where intimate shows can be 

ged, the lush greeneries renewing the spirit; and a broad array of 
ining choices—from restaurants to cafes—for a dining experience 
‘with family and friends that will not only fill the tammy, but also the 
"heart. (And, should one seek help locating other coo! places in 
TriNoma, its friendly concierge will gladly be of assistance.) 


‘At TriNoma, one has the luxury of choice with: 
550 retail stores showcasing forcign-and local brands. 


over 3,000 parking spaces 


a convenient mode of transport—as TriNoma is connected to the- 
Metro Railway Transit and is accessible through various forms 
of public transport like taxi; bus, or jeepney. 


Where all come together. 
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TRINOMA: 
TRANSFORMING 
A CITY UP NORTH 


Ayala Malls unveils another entertainment, 
shopping, and dining destination—TriNoma (Triangle in 
Northern Metro Manila). Located at the corner of North 
Avenue and EDSA, Quezon City, it offers a sanctuary 

to people from all walks of life away from the hustle 

and the bustle of the city. 
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A WHOLE NEW MALL EXPERIENCE 


TriNoma’s distinct architecture simply stands out against sprawling 
structures at the North. Tt is a perfect balance of modem design, 
natural beauty and functionality primed to make its mark in the 
northem horizon. At the mall’s facade, there's a refreshing water 
feature laden with foliage that leaps rhythmically from level to level, 
gracefully welcoming mallers with splashes of green. Once inside, 
tons of surprises lic ahead making them leave all worries at the 
doorstep. 
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‘There is a spacious Activity Center, where world-class shows and 
special performances can be watched; seven state-of-the-art theaters 
offering a cinematic experience that will dazzle the senses; a truly 
soothing park situated on two levels where intimate shows can be 
staged, the lush grecneries renewing the spirit; and a broad array of 
dining choices—from restaurants to cafes—-for a dining experience 
with family and friends that will not only fill the tummy, but also the 
heart. (And, should one seek help locating other cool places in 
TriNoma, its friendly concierge will gladly be of assistance.) 


At TriNoma, one has the luxury of choice with: 
550 retail stores showcasing foreign and local brands 

“over 3,000 parking spaces 
a convenient mode of transport- -as TriNoma is connected to the 
Metro Railway Transit and is accessible through various forms 


of public transport like taxi, bus, or jeepney. 


‘A whole new mall experience awaits you! Drop by today and 
experience malling that is distinctly TriNoma. 
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RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAME 


Where shopping, dining, and entertainment overflo 


Everything everybody wants. From retail shops to concept stores. From fast food to fine din 
From state-of-the-art cinemas to the biggest Timezone arcade. 
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At TriNoma, choices are overflowing. To make shopping easier, it is divided into 
zones — Teen, Sports, IT, Home, Wellness, and Children’s. Everything and anything 
a shopper could ask for have come together here. 
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AMUSEMENT 
Red Box Karaoke «Timezone 
‘MUSIC 8 VIDEO 

‘Asyousion 
TELECOWCOMPUTERS! 
ELECTRONICS 
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SPECIALTY FOODICAFES, 

Bun Gn The Run + Cold Rock + Five 


Third Level 


Designer labels offer you a new shopping destination. 
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First Level 


Flagship stores beckon so you can lose yourself, 
YRYSIGenevieve Gozum 


WALKWAY TO 
FLAGSHIP STORES 


obby Level 


“A spacious lobby welcomes you with a wide array of stores. 


BANKS HOME & APPLIANCES SERVICES = Denci's + tneng’s Experience + Fioring's+ + Tea & Therapy" 

BP!” + Chinabank Gourdo's + Kiichen PCSO Lotto- Sans  * North Park Hen Lin = Kiss Baits" Tender Suey 

+ RCBC Excel Exatech” SPECIALTY FOOD/ -Krispy Kreme" = Mister Hotdog- Toast Box 
-A Seyn CAFES Donut > Naty’s* + Pancit 


DRUGSTORE JEWELRY &WATCHES Andok's + Chicken Bacolod Binalot + Breadtakk- Malabon Express « PW 
Mercury Drug AUM Jewelry Jewelmer + Congo Gril » Cont's* Chowerma Coffee Exchange" « Sisig Hooray 
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Tifloma 


© Where all come together, 


* Soon to open 
‘Website: ww .ayalamalis.com.ph 
Concierge: 901-3000 
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At TriNoma, choices are overflowing. To make shopping easier, it is divided into 
zones — Teen, Sports, IT, Home, Wellness, and Children’s. Everything and anything 
a shopper could ask for have come together here. 


Fourth Level 


AA fresco dining taken to new heights for your sheer pleasure, 


Second | Level 


Fashion brands offer you unlimited chouces and surprises. 
*ets Face t+ House of Obagi- Skin 
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A spacious lobby welcomes you with a wide aray of stores. 
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* Soon to open 

Website ywrw.ayatamalis.com.ph 
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Desgner labela ufer you a new shopping destination. 
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Flagship stores beckon so you can lose yourself. 
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